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PEACE 'IDlE _S

Th1. 1. an aooount or 'the 'V'Ilrloua ideas of ~he dafen•• orothe
.a.tern Un!ted Statea in the year. which preceded and tinally lncludtMi
the Second World War. It 1s turther an AOCOunt ot'" the agencies charged
with that defense In.1sa1on. and or ·the defense measures which they planned
and acoamp11ahed.

Tm. Eastern Defense Command. which 'WaS the '-agency finally charged
with the mission. was not 80 designated until the eighteenth of' J«i.rch. 1942.
three month. af"tsr the atartor the war (1). although for practical purposes
the -&me agency had been. aet up UDder a different I1am.S a year previous (2).
Ultima:tely 1;wo other Defense C<DmlU1ds. the Central and the Southern. which
.ere instituted by the same let-ter in 1941, were absorbed by the Eastern
Defense Ccxnma,nd BO that ita territorial responsibili'ty came to include
generally all of those states which are no"t west of -the Rockies. "together
with 'their land and coastal £rontiera. as well as certain ocean ba.aea in
the Atlan'tic,

The basis l~rom which the Whole atructure or the Army evolved in
the Second World "War was 'the Batton..l Delon•• Ac't~ wr~oh wa.a approveci by
Congre8. 0.11 4 June 1920. The atawd objector 'this bill wa. to .8~ up an
organised peace ea'tabllahment consisting of 1:ho Regular Army _ the- ia'tlonal
Guard. and 'the Organised Reserve. which abou14 lDClude all ot ~ho•• cilvia:!.ona
and other military orga.niaa'ticms .ee•••ary- totorm 'the bui. for a coaplete
and 1JImedla.te aobi11-..-tion tor the ..t1oual defens. 1n~he ....nt of .. uat10nal
em.erl:ency.. From "this it. can be .... 'th&ttheuae of 'the word -d.tenaeU 1n
It;a title 1. 111 no particular or ~.JT1~lal aeDH. lar' rather in· 1;he ltroad
mean1ngot prepareclne88 againa~any t\rtUr. wars Qr ~·ea~of wars. fhe ..
expediency ,ofo<mrlic·t in 1911 .~ t:eund ~he aa\ion in it. eharacterla'tloatate
of·unread1ne...and this .ubnqu...'t"~.pa8.ed,whil.'. dittlculU.8ot
tMt- eoDtl1c' .were n111 tr••h l'.l_{.·;:ooaa.l ••••~."to 1......~
4lffl·..l""••~ iaaome tature cr1,da-''- _ '40 .. wltbeu' .\1u.ri.tm1Dg __ .'
uatioa w1~ht.GDU.or arilitarlt.·:or the eXp8IlH or & diapreponloaate17'
large peIL~-:t_ .--1D&'~. ·

In .oraer to accomplish 1~. objeota. the lIa:ti<mal De£en•• Ac~

oontemplat~ a R6E;Ular Army o1~ tn-dieted strong;;l! not -to. exoeed 280.000.
iDolu41D.g Phil11pine &coutee -·~The.8. ·troops; .-together with the li&tional Guard.
were =be organised 1n'to brigade•• clivisions. ·fUld &nIy corps and, .ho\lld
the Proaiden-t a1l any time A8em1t expeditm:t. In'to Armies. The heart, howe'YeF.
or 'this aya'tem of org~izatlon ot Gur peaoe--time toroea. was the Corpa Area.
The lIatl~nal Defense Act specified a division of the continen'tal area. on
the basis or military population. into 8tic1;ions to be called Corps Areas.
And through J:.Lost of those intervening years between the wars, "When Field
Anr:ies existed, if at all, only on. paper. and wriSTl Service Conrund functions
had not ;{et been separated, the Corps Areas which were assir;ned 8. mission
o1~ administration and 'training &s well a8 of tactical control. were. in
effect, the army. But 1t was not it. lillr-time or tightin[) arm~l. T11e Corps
Area system was a peace-time system designed to keep the 8TmJr at least alive s

even ii" q~iiescent. and to provide the mechanism and the structure far an
emergency expansion and mobiliaation. Even iihls modest oO,ject. hOl-wever.
was made almost ~lpos8ible and the original intention or tr~ National Defense
Ac't was subverted by the f'ailure of Co~re86 to appropriate the fund.
necessary to car-ry out its provisions. The historJ" of the arm~l" hatwoan the
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two wa.ra reaolTed it••lf therefore into • etrusgle on the part ot, the army
to remain aliye and expana1ble with onl7 trhe JIOat grudging and half-hearted
support ot the Congreae and the public. Aa earq as t,wo yean after the
paaaag. of the lat10nal Defen•• Act, the &nay waa reduoed by Congress trom
an allowable maxi•• ot 280,000 enlleted .en to a total of only 175,000,
including ott1cera. By 1925 the total or Cl11stred aen was down to 122,000,
and a year later the number of combat troops of all branch•• in the United
state. proper .... only SO ,000. The total atrengUl or the ~ was not.
materially' increaaed untU 1936, when a paper authorization was ••cured
tor 165,000 and an actual atrength of about 18.000 1••• was achieYed (3).
Under this Congressional policy of non..appropriation, almost no tunda .ere
of courae aY&1.lable for the procurement or developaent of new equipment tor
training and exper1aentAUon even though ~.. method. and technique. or mech..
ani••d and aerial-arraN had come into being. Almost the 8ingle resource
that remained'to the APIIIY w.. the opportunity to organize and to plan on
pap.r~ ,

Aaong organisations in acme _tag_ of operation. in the period
between ware which would be of later intereat in the delen.. of the eaateftl
etate•••re the Coast Artillery Districts and the Field Armies. Like the
Corpa Area of which it was ·a part, the Coast Artlllel7 District was a peace-­
tiae oraanisation but with the difterence that, should it become nec".&17
or de.irable. it could t-diately function ... a tactical defenaive torce
with DO c~. other than one of name. Coaat Artillery Districts were ••t
up to reliev. Corps Area Command4trs· f)f their tunCtiOl18 of diac1pllne
1nattnlct1on and routine tra1n1ng or Coast Art.Ule17 troop. in all Corpa
Areae which contained. harbor clef..... There were tour eoa.t ArUUe17
Diatricta alDn& the Atlantio Seaboard with heaclqa&rt.erw at Do.ton, ·at New
York, at. Fort. ltIonroe, end at Atlanta. 1Alr1D& the yeara of peace, harbor
detena•• 1d.thall8oat noexoepUone .were mannecl Gft1y wbea National Guarcl
regSl*\ta appearecl brietl7to tUe • taraetpraoU.e. At other Umea, IIID&ll
Wlit.. or~t1aee eYen • a1n&le III.D COIIpr1aM :the oare--t.ak1n& prr1aon et
• tort,. How..-r. a .,-.ad OI'l&D1sa\1on.&Dd yarioua tJpea of ~t, __
of it ou\cla\e4, .ere 1Jl ex1ate~ .re&d1 tor Woop ocovpation.

Although, to be aure, •• did haY. an .nv during the two4e~
01 the 'twenti.. and the thirti••, there ..re ReYertb.leaa no tore.. in the
United states capable of waaing actual war of either a defensive or of..

- t.naive character. 1n reporUnc on the .~te of the AFIIl¥ aa ot the enel
ot thi8 period (1939) General lfanhall atated fiaUTJ "Within the United
stat.a we bad DO field aray" (4) •. General Narahall continued, ftThere existed
t.he &era framework of about 31 aquare diYi&lons approximately SO per cent
complete .. to personnel aDd acattered among a DWlber or Ar1ll1' posta.
There was auch a shortage in motor transportation that divisional training
was impracticable. There were virtually no corps troops" almost no Army
troops or GHQ special troop units, 'which are neceasary for tile functioning
of the larger tactical units."

It is not to be assumed trom. this, however, that no attempt to
fonnulate a field :Coree had been made. lAcking the neceesary appropriations
from Congress J the attempta of course were not very 'successful, but the
attitude of the Arrtf¥ is ••11 exemplified in an almost patheti¢ letter (5), in '\
August 192:7, which constituted certain higher headquarters and correaponcliJ:1g
headquarters apec1al troops. and headquarters COIIIpan188 and troops, ... inactive
units of the Regular Army and ordered that they be carried in the A~ List end
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Directory. Among 'the un!ta 80 conat1tuted ..ere the Seventh. Army _ the XX,
XXI, and XXII Corp.. In a aub••q..nt letter of October. reference. to 'the••
units were changed to read First Army. I. II and III Corps (6). The earll.at
mention. the reb1rth .0 to apeak. of the Firat Aray ia i t8 conatitution aa an
inactive unit. Con8idering the Firat ArJlrf aa one or a seri.e. of defense
organisations a••ociated with or leading up to 'the Eastern Defense Command,
it 18 to be noted ~hat the motive factor behind the ro~ation of the Field
Armies ...8 'the d••ire- on the part of the War Depar't;nent to maintain. in
addition to the adminiatrat1ve and generatiT8 Corps Areas, at least aome
fighting torces in readiness for the field. The philosop1lJ,T" of defense thus
indicated is that the existence of such general purpose and unoommitted
forces. in itself, constitutes a desirable defense.

Actually it was adequately known to all concerned that this object
could not be tully realised. Therefore. when the Field Armies were finally
es-tablished by General MacArthur in 1932 (7). the sights were set somewhat
lower. General }facArthur felt that since !1obiliaation and pr-ocur-ement, plane,
as provided by the National Defense Act of 1920, had already been developed.
'that the tiae had now arrtoyed tor "the organization of Field Armies. as a1ao
contemplated in the law. as .. further step in the preparation for utilizing
fighting forces in p08sible theatres of operations.

For .ore apecitic purposes, the Chief of Statf aet down that
the Field Armiea would provide agencies to complete ~he deTelopment of
war plana prepared by the War Department General startJ and would provide
comaander. aDd .~atr officer. for high UDita prepared to take the field
and exeoute "those plana. During peaoe theY' would provide e.genei•• ~or

the coDduct ot camm.Dd poet and other .ui~abl•. ~r&1D1Dg exerei•••o In
'the .'Yent tia't a general aobl11aatloll becaae neoeaaa.ry ~bey would aupply
a qu1ok178l8UR0D8d vained-force adequate ~o protect 1;he-nation un,!1
a lar~.r torce oould be' a ••••b1.d ,and ~ralD8d. ADd tlD&lly they would
be .. toroelarge enough 1n ~hea.81'Y8-8 w bandl.any eaerteDCY which would
no~ require '., :~.ral .~bl1i••~10Jl.

."

:CRerall oc.amend or all the Field Araie.. or Field'· Forc.. ...
~hey were colleo't1'ftly 08.1184._0_ aD addl"tlonal duty of 'the Chief -of
S-tat.t.. IDdlY1dual command or any or "the tour :field armies was given a8 ,an
ad41tlol1&l duty -to 'the aenlor commander of the Corps Areas ~ign.e~ to -that
field army who would have tor his arlllY staft hi. corp. area' chief' of .t;att
and any ~t,her meabera ot- his corps area that he might designate.

fhe f'ieldarmies would cmnprise oorp.organised from the dirtsions
of the Regular Army. Rational Guard and Organised Reserves, which were
allocated to ~he ~orresponding corps area for mobilization by the War
Departraent General r~obiliza'tion Plan. The designation of the four Field
Armies £rom the nine Corps Areas with the terri~orial mis,-;ior~,s i:i.ssigned were
as follows:

Firat Field Army: First. Second and Third 'Corps Areas. with
a mission dealing with the North Atlan~ic and NortheasterIl frontier

Second Field Army. Fifth and Sixth Corps Areas, 'W"ith a.
mission dealing with the strategical area of the Great Lakes and the central
nor~hern frontier

Third Field Army: Fourth ~d Eighth Corps }~e~3, with Q

mission dealing wIth the region of the Gulf of Mexico and the southern
frontier.
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Fourth Fieid Anaya' Seventh and. Ninth Corps Areas. with
a mi••ion dealing.With th._P~citic Coast.

The function. aaalgned -to t~. comnandera of these Armie. were in
general al tollolnls The ~eTtllopm~nt o~ frontier defense plana and other

. operating pl~ .ssigned to them ~'the war plana of the War Department.
ba.ed upon the .-mploymen"t of forc•• alloca.ted to them in such war plana.
The selection. organ1&at~on and ·training of corps and army stafts; the auper­
vision of the ....lgnment. of per8~el in order to Iuaintain complete officer
roster. for all unitsl the co~uc~ of training tor higher staffs and command
echelons auth~ri&ed and directed fram t~e to t~e by t~e C~iDE General
of the Army group. '.

It was f'urther specified that Field Army Commanders would have no
administrative functions out.ide of their own corps areas in t~e of peace ex­
cept as might 'be nece88a~" to. enable them to' perform the above designated
dutiea.

ACcordingly, on the B S~ptember 1932, Major Gener~l D. E. Nolan
as ••_nior Cor'pe, Area Commander of First. Second and Third Corps Areas &saumed
command 'of the F~atFl~ld A~ with headquarters at Governor8 I.land. We.
York (8). The' office of ''this he,adquarlers was shortly tlIereaf'ter set up in
Bldg. No. 118. a building directly abutting the terry slip and on the ...ter

:~::·.id. o£ "bhe pre.ent post Headquarter_.. Thero 1. no indication that thl. o1'tlce
1ni~ially tran.acted BUch bu~1De... In ~he following year. however. a ••mo­
rand~ dlr.cted fta l 1 officer. ~ duty at this headquarters.- (i ••• Second

, CO.p8 .Ar.a-)~ 'to a"ttend Firat ArJAyConferenc8s on Monday of each ....k from -the
l~'th of -Jan~ary'until the 12th of )larch. . .

rae ·toro•• which were. a ••1gned "to 'the .Firat Field A.rmy .ere grouped
into .1x ditterel'l.t 'Corp., 'the I. ~I~ III, XI, XXI tLDd. XIII. In addition "to
thr.. d~Ti.:l_ '~or can.lry·, the 21.~ (JIG) and tbe618t and 'Und (OR ), •••lgned
directly' .~, .~."'.~ ··'there wer.1aoludeQ .i~ the Corps GueacrtlT8 R.g~ar
AnI¥ _~~T1.~oa:~~(l.t). two ·lJiaot~... .'Rep-1ar Artrry. dlY181_ona". (8thaadtthl. ,.au, ?

.diT1.1On.·o.f tbe·:·.I\l&~lone.l-Ou&ni (26~h.· Z7'h.. 28~, ·29th. ~ad" ."th) aDd "
D1ae .d..~Yl •.lo-. ,".ot;· ~be .'Orgardae4 .Jt•.••r~ (9). 11; C&I1 readilT be •••J1troa 1t .•.
treop.·:·11.t'~_t·the 'lret Anr:I a."or1giDally oODlltituted ..... Ul army -on p&p'·r
only~ ·T~. ·l"~c1;lve d'i·vi.lou, ot the. Regular ~y and the· OrgAnised Rea.rve
d~:rl8iQ11S..~ ,be 'discounted .ntl~elY•. The liational Guard ..8 unfe4eraliaed.
not ..,11 ·~1D~~ •. and uDder atreng"th. ApartfroDl the 1.t Divisimi. th.F-irlt

. Army' b8.~ -no real\troopa. and -the members of 1ts staff held their poaitiona in
&ddltion to the1r ~ther dutl's.

. . .
, -li~ertheless the active. units of the First Ann~r augmented by certain

ot·her small. units' were: gathered ff;>T a concentr.s:tion and combat training in the
latter part of' August in 1935'. The main maneuver too~ place in the vicinity
o.f Pine ·,Camp,. l~ew York, involving'sonte 36.000 trooIls :rJl:ile sn.allE'r exercises
were held by t.he III Corps nee.r Ind.iantown Gap J Pa. 'a:"lc b~; ti1E.. lat11 Brigade
near For~ Devens, Mass. (10).

. The .pur-pose .0£ ~is exercise was not a full s caLe battle maneuver but
~·-·test of the· ability- of .c~ive units o.f the F'trs.t A:n!.ty to concentrate simultan.­
eously. a~ eJtis~ing strength,. prepared for field service. In s..dditi'on, it wa.s
des.i:r·6Q. -~o. tiai~. 8.11'- echelons in the logistio's of a concentration ari.r1 f i nal l y
to provid.,~binedfield training tor'all aotive components of ·the Firat Army
80 'that.they:mi.ght function SVtoothlyin theln1tial stag:es of e..ti emergency.

Several weapons and techniques which were t.nen r e Le.t.Lve Iy new and
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not 1Dl1\'8raally accepted were tried out at thi8 maneu.er. Almost without ex­
oention, the ~art1cl~etlngunits were motorized for the occasion. a decision
which re~td.red 'he hiring or OYer 250 tp-Xicabs to 8upplement the vehicles with
which the army vas then equl-p-pec!. ~en.ral Nolan fiew over the m&ne1..1Terin~ area
in a Martin "B-12 bomber to observe operation.. Airpl". were also used from a
low level to lay ••oke screens, e. tactic which dld not prove ent1rel:~~ success-­
tu1 in this particular case. rive Christie (llton) tanks vere on hand as well
as a detfl.J:bment 01 18t Cava1ry (MecB) from J'ort Knox equiyped with hs.lf.,tra.cks
and armored cars (11). At that time the 1st Cayalry- was tt~e only mechanized
cavalry in the Army Rnd vas st111 an experimental org~,n1zatlon. Telephone com­
munications were euPnlemented by the use of radio.

General satisfaction vas felt at the critique with the possibility of
motor12stlorl tor the rapid concentratlo11 of units. tlajor General Connor. who
cOJm3a...'lded the 1 Corns VEtS for one, however, Yery- dllblous of its t~...ctical va.lue.­
ttIean't see :ret 1n- R.otusl warfare how you. can jaake ·'Promutand effective recon­
naissance from a station wagon,· he.aid. lIThe maneuvers 1"laven't given ar~
indication whatever of the tactic~:l TPJ.ue of I\Otor1~at1on. and meeha.".1zation. It

He said tMt the s·trs.tegic value of motorization and. mechanization proved thc.t
8Ter'"thing back of the division (the corps and the arf1jt) should_ be motoriEed,
~but from the division down, I'm not so cocksure as some orriceT's .ee·n to be. It

Concerning communications, General Connor expressed a belief that the
mone1' be1n~ ~pent on radio equS:nment might better be spent on labore.tory work
for de'Yelon1ng radio ~T}.d dependence be meanwhile 'Placed on t.elephone e:s the
.ater means. tIThe 1le8$&ge oenter.1& he said. mGreOTer, Its.. 80 encumbered by 'Pro..
ceclure thatlt takes&n act of Congrees to get 8. me••age t~lrough. ¥Ie've got to
8111pl1fy ita p~oedt'3e."

'fbi.:, aan8uyer in 1935 proved to -be the :first .ot a ••r·les of exer­
cise.which from that time up until our 4·eclaratlon of war prepared OUJ'
field fO~8 on an 1llc~&a1ngly elaborate end Buece.Stu! Bcale tor \he ,real
c.anlct ·vb1eh flna11,. 0_. The eecen40f the ·••rl.·. waa • ~d })Oat
as-JOll. ·)1e14 '1ft~t 193'1. Plaua tor thl••Sftl.Cl•• were alrea4T Wl4.er
¥a7 when· Gefte.ra1B.lan paRS.a. to\he retire4 list and rel1nqulBhed co_and.
In April 1936(12). Command or ,t. First A~pa8.ed at thi. '1a. to 'Major
Genel'eJ. rCil~ COnllorwhose prlaary asaigmaent va.s &B Command.1D.g General, I CO~B

Area aud the l'teadq:uartera ,of the Plr.t Arm:y 'was moved accordingly to 1108\011:-

_ i:hecotmnand 'POst .u~lse· .f 1937 vas based on a very eignif1c811t
doc11l1ient which will be examined in another Cbapt·e·r. the Join·t Action of the
Army 8lld l{a",.1935. This wQrkwas a formulatl·on by It joint board of the
War and lla-yy Departments, aettlng forth the -principles and, me\hods of .c,oopera..
tion between the two aerTices and providing. amone other th1ns~s. for the
organization of CQ8.s·tal d-efense. The b~,s1e agreement ca..11ed. fer t he d.ra\wing
un of s11.P})Orting -pla."'ls by Btlbordinfl,te 't1.'11 ts. This actio-:-: was ~borlied in the
rt1JX .'" t~· . • h.t h i 1 "!> ~ ~. ." L:T ( ....""~-.4'"li~·t":'<..,........:.~r\."..,) -:;~r,-::- «:_~
\J.... anc!. ..~e exerc1 se, \.rl....~C... "fie uo.eo. ax.~ ~:t~ s'U.!ne~ ;"-;' m,J~' .... ..L:t-. " ..... ~::. ..~. _J '=.'":.'•• , \i ..

divided into two parts·, a. period of J)eace time pl~;ll1ing 'befor€:~ 1: (L?~;7 in yhich
plans which would Berve not' only for the maneUTer but for an, actue1. emergen.cy
were dravn~ up , ~.nd ~l subsequent period following the a~st~teo~ :'~ a.~:~,.. ifl 'Which
the ~ret)a.red 'Plans were 'Out into effect PJld. all orclers whi.cri ver-e issued arlG..
~eti~ns- whieh- were tp..ken- to combat the tlenemyN were b-?*~sei on th~ nl~.n. It va.s
thereby intended to aceol!l?lish seTeral things b:r tIle exerc~ise. 5ever~1 hun(~_red.

officers would be made fp..mi11ar with the substance of the· t.Toi~t Actio'!! of the
~ ancl Jis.vy. 1935. Certain of the sn:r.rnorti!l{; -p18ns preecribed bY 1 t would be
formulated. 'fhese pla.ns vo,.l1d be tsstpo, 'in a sim'11~L?tett o-r:.er""'.t1.oT"'., thu.~ cl.Etrlfy­
ing in the minds of the numerous stp.£fs involved. the fu~cticT~~ of the v~rious
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element. and echelon. 'ot command. Anti at the tame time. tile etfectlYeness or
lnAdeoua.c:" of the nlana as they stooc t3..t that time. and \.;f our prGCed.ures arld
noselbi11t1es' or mob111zatlon,.dlBposit1on end ~~pply of defensive troops would
be aellOftltrated. Aet;ually. of courte, ,inee this vas It CPl. 'here were no trooPI
or auppl1e. l)}q-s1ca.l1y involved, but orderl were 188~ and action. \&ken as
'hough there were, ( 14) .

. The 81tuatlon .pro1lOdd tor th4) exerciae vas one in which our
fleet (~urely n on&-OoeM 1f~..TY) .was absent in the Pacific when cenldn
hostile ACt-•• 'includ1nr; the deltruction' of the Panamn Canal t were com~ltted
by a coalition of enemy' pove~s (:Black) ~~ainst the tJnlted. Stnte~ (Blue)
which led to e. state of var. It Vas contemplated, that :Black forces could
not only be cap~ble of IAOleetlng our ahl--pplng in the Atlantic bu.t would be
able to ann probably would actually make attacks on the coe...stal frontier,
ranein~ from f.intl3 anrl mlnor.ra1~s to aajor attacks by joint force.. 1 t
vas thought that trle l.e.tter would probably tlA.V&as t.heir objective thE: cap­
ture of a first class harbor as e: main ba.~e for operations ag-ainst Diue' B

, land te"rCes' and industrial area. in Connecticut, };ev York and Penne71vanla.
Sout~e&ste~ Jl~ Engla'1dwae aho.en AS the 180st probable areafor auah an.
atteck•. The' exercise involved the. paper employment not only of the u8U&l
din.ion9 but. al80 of harbor detense troops and fdr .~Trt)ort,. 8!'"d for probably
the .finttime aUPPQaed theactUa;l operation of a carefully planned ana.•x~
tenslYe aircraft WBrning net.

As the 81'\uatlon' dtrYelope<I. a Black neet including aumbers of tran....
port·. headea.. ultlally tor Cbe88peake :Bay. It rema.ined .in th.18 area, bollbardbg
.here b..tallatlonll froathe ••• and air, long enough tor .the Co8naJ1der of the
De1.aware-Cb8.apeake Sec\or to cleplo7 hi. toroes t at which time it withdrew and
atter-\hla ~.1n' final17 etfec'ea.~ its real landing vb,ere it vas eacage4 by our
diTl.lQll... It "&8 a crdt. slaple' ])rob~... the YarioUt 4eYelopments of_hi.
were bova well "0 advaaoe b7 'bo".. 'panlolpa\lag - the cll71tst ..r\ of 4J7 rnas.
111 .•the~ vorl.,.· .played tor othe~....f 'horouebl7 1ndoo\naa'iaC the ..-1_
ataff, Wl~'__ prlftAl:lpl•• ·~ ep,••t· ....t·· I.et..,~:. -.' ..1MMl1e4'~. \be
I.lat ACtiou. ,It- 1« '0 be · ertMl ·'ha~tba •• '.,art••xlated oa17 ta a . ~

.kel.~lll·.ed .1"ofta . lUld. -to,. the p~o••• of the -xerc1.. had \0 be ~llled h and
a.~~l_ ~~. tar .-a near ..tier· oone14er&ble' 41ttlo~\7. '.' .

;.- ~,.~~~ ~. sensed 'Gf course \hat longer experience and .association 8JIOllg

the _tldf mem••ra vould re8\\l' in- a eJlOOther working of the d.efeaa. plan••
It, ~. ~:.o-lllppe.s8Ct once more on the mind. of afttY' aen-that from a
physical .~8.n4potn:t of troops.. arilament aad ·reaerve 8lrp:nlles.t we were
unprepa~ for war. Me.' :f1nally certainainor diftlculties ve;re reali3eeL
in the ~ratlon 'of Joint Action par\lcu1arly as 1t related to the dirt.lon
of territor-tal eO~~~l'\d.t!; (15). Stl:bstan~la.llY•.however. the plan. wa~ 'found good
An.<l'v.orkable and 'ta.~ the one 'whiclt W~tg later used in· tri(~ 'wartl,me ;T~hrs.

1=;efcre tr:.e: nt':xt f'ield e-xerci..s~~ +,1;tQ :.7'~D.~f~ l--;,tE~:~~ t~.1l:~ •.';1;'-"; '\tr~f.f;: to
see lU'!other· change of eornnazld, J.{ajor Qener.t?.J.. Conner, like G·a~lerr1.1 Irolan 06-'
f~re him. wae retired frcmL',~ttve.an~ty an,d ~e11nqu1shed co!trP..&.Yld in September
1938. (16)" ..~~J1C neVl C·cMfdander of th~'~ :Firs't ; ..:rr:r~; (Rna, of t h~-';~~ i:~c{;nc Corps J~r:eF~_)

vas ~,ajor Gen~r~tl' Hugh A., ~ID (l·t), ~~o h~.A1. previousl;t ne'la Stlch. positions f:;.:'f

Chief ,of ..St&ff 'of thB' Fir~t·.Ar:.ny in the Fir.st \Vorle.. .W;-a, !n~r)ectbT General
of .the, AiTtti. ~p-n~ Conw.andin~\ Genersl, ne..waiisn DtrPn.rtBe~:.t. J:'irit J.rnry Read..
quart.ers re~urned to G'overnor~ Island" ITt'w Ycrk (18). I:n th.e following year
1t.'Co·~ender wa~ invested with the rank and_ title ot Lleuter~t Genera1~(19)'t

Ini t1a.11y , it \.~a~., 't,llanned. to' !iivide the forces in tl1e 193:';~ mLtte'l1.Vers
into two. concentra.tions in the Pine C~~ ~.n~\ !n..d.i~Ii.tOtm .~~.~.~ ~.reps~ as was done

~~,±z-:::--·---::..·:>
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in 1935 (20). General D~ Yould have preferred to have e. single concentration 0:

the entire First J:nry in one place. Although it vas fO\1lld 1Il'practic.~:.1 to
arrange l'-or a euffic1ently large area to perillt thtl, in the t1ae rell&1ning after
hi. 8,88U11pt1on ot cOllJJl81ld. he d14 4.a1de after per.onal .tlU\7 end reconna1SSlmoe
that a l'lr.t and S.con~ Corps concentratlon in 'the nclnlty of Plattsburg, New
York from August 13 to 27, and a third Corps concentration at Maaa••aa, Va•• trom
August 6 to 20 would. TJermlt added training. ItOre MTBntegeous 'en-sin, better
facilities, and an increased number of troop. at reduced co.t.

This was to bean ·~Y atm.euTer a• '!he two officer. regularly anth­
or1~~d tor &.1'1 army staff in 'Peace, augmented by three officers attached. were
constituted into a Maneuver Directors' Group. As no tact1c·a.1 army staff had
eyer functioned as such heretofo·re in our peaoe time maneuvers, it ••tlmed de..
clrable to impart training along such lines. The same situation existed rela-­
tive to tactical corps statts. It therefore became necessary to conatltute
a tactical army staff a.nd. the various Corps statta from officers assigned
to other important duties. Prior to the concentration, it vas neee••ary tor
th....tarrs, together with the inadequate .taft. of the dirt.ione, to
function in dual capac1t1es and '0 carry loads be70nd ~he margin (if efficiency
clue to the insufficiency of the .taff. and the 1l.~aTa11abl11t7o~ ,he balance'
of the contemplated maneUTeJl .tatt etrengths_ In. order to ...t the aeeA. for
increasing the atrengths of' the Yarlous' staft. for the aaneUYeTB and to pro­
Tide & ...blano. of nee•••ary ••rnoe t700pa. since the only 8ftlY or oorp•
••mee 'roopa &'Y&11able were oJ;Le Regular Army811d one liatlonal Guard Signal
Bat\alion, 1t vu aeo••saJ7 to cleplete Regular Army antiaircraft and cea.t
derense ualta and, \0 gather tn bgular Army Officers trom RJfC. National
Guard. and Orgaalsed Re••rYe duties. 'the advel'ae eft.cst. or aueh a aeo•••l'y
in an ..\11&1 ...rgeJ1CY ~ be\h .. regards the weakening of In.dlspenaabl. ualta
.f 4.eteaaevhlehehoutd be' 118edl.'.17 &Ya11able tor 8C\lon, -= the 1Ilpron......
'loa otiapenaat statf. whiob. oaaaotfuactlonettlclently at the Deg1nnlag,
u-. eaaU7 appar8n\.

, . Appll.'lcm vas -.,. :lbe War Depanaen\ ~.r '\u'p&nlo1pa,loa
.f ••n&1a_ Air Yera.1mI'. of at\&Ok anA JMIISU'\ eY1&tloa. I.'''' ·the
parpo"$O a.etIOll8trate \heIr 8IIplopentoa the gJ-o-.4 ba'tlef1&ldlt7 u.lnC
'.lr pe,..'lal power. to eenter at'aoka1altla11y on eoaon.tratlGa., '.~
and "co..,.lcatlon8. and as th. bat'i. was Seiae4., \0 bring their tl~ _
boMbing power into the ground tight tor laterdlotlon and coun..'.~'.J7

.ffecta, to facilitate the operations otInfantry and \0 opera\e With and
agaillst aechan1se4 forces. rhe Air Force, hOV8Ter, oOllten4ed that lMtoaua.
of the exigencl•• of the expansion program then confronting theil, their ualta
VGulll net be amIable for the _euTer and the War Departaent upheld them·
in their poettion. A similar r8t\Ue.t to the War Department .. hoveYer, ·ter ~

the participat1onof. the 7th Cavalry Brigade (Mecz) vas granted. in 1ts
entirety and the 'Presence of this unit added Jli8,terially to 4the maneUT.r'.

As the tTOO~~ lis.t v~.s fine~l;! constit.'u.ted.! it totalled.. s11l~htl:r

more then 50.00() in th.e Plattsbl.Irg Are~ ~......nd just under 25.000 at Manassas.
At Plattsburg, were concentrated the Army headquarters and troops and the
I and. II CorpEt f including. in addition to the 1st, 26th t 27th~ 43d. and
44th divisions, the 18th Inf .• Brig., a battalion of the 66th In!'. (LT),
the 10lst Cav., two regiments of AAArtilB-i, th.e 7th Cay. Brig. (l~lec:)t

some Air Oorps observation .Q~ronZt and a Slgnp...1 battaJ.1on. ..\.t 1t!an.assa8
the III 00%1'8, consisting principally of the 28th and 29th Divisions•.vas
fort1~1.ed by a Regular Army Provisional Dirt.ion. two incomplete regiment.
of LA,. Artillery' ann some provisional t~oops and detachments •

..7-



The whole llurpo.. of the aaneuyer vaG training bo'h for the Corps
Areas .and tor the First Army- (21). The COrp8 AreM were to be trained. in the
Zon.e of the Interior functiont euch ae hurr1ed mobil.isation, burr1ed .nip..
ment of forcel end au:p-pl1es \0 the Theatre of Operations, hoapl\a11satlon.
organization or the concentration. areas and finally demobl11sa.tlon. !he
F1ret Ar!9;V tralning vu directed toward the organization. adm1nlat-rat1Qn
and su!'nly of the forces while in the ffheatre of Operations. end field ex..
• raises for the training of dirt.ione, corps, and a!'Iti;", f~o£\ the an~l. of
tactical anc logistical instruction. Trdnlng )temor8Ada i ••ued before the
maneuvers ..pbas~~e~. the n~es.lty of prel1m~ trp~nlng of troops who
"ere to participate. It vas directed that this training be pointed ioward
the tactical and technical nrot1cleney of "mall units in field onera.tions
and toward the preparation ~r troop8 for field .em.ce. ~.

11'116 field exe~i.e8 at Plp;ttaburg began vi th regimental exercises
on AUt-~8t 16 and 17. 'Each Infantr:,,'I" regiment wa@ opposed. to the other
regiment vithin each brigade. l~ach vas reinforced by Artillery and where
"possible tanks were a.tta.ched \0 one or both forees and obaerYatlon plfh~es

cooperat:ed. One of the exerci.e. wa.s drawn. to repre8enten ad.vanoe guard
action and, the other to 111ustTate It fiank guard act·lon..

Brlgade exercleea were conducted August 18 to noon ~t 19.
Each bftgade was reinforced by .'111eryt taa1ts t obsen-atlon ariatlOJ1 ancl
engineer.. ~h~ problem 111U8\rated the attack and.. datenae tif a haetl17
preprared yoaltlon. A Corps exercis. vu held August 2l-a3. "rbe enrcl. was
prepared and. conducted uaur lhe euperY1s1on of the Arm:y Co-lmlandaJ'. i'he I
Corps. aorth ot the Saraa&C ttlTe!', ope.rated against the 11 Corps••·oll\h of \be
r1ver. Each corp- vas of approx1aate17 the .... atrengt:h. .. 'wo dinaS.oa.
re1nf'oreed by eavaln'" aru1 two ob••rya\loa8t1.\\8CiroD.8. Jaeh foroe va. glTell
a 111••1011 whlchl'84u1red it to oroe. the ~'Yer and ••'&blt. a bridgehead, .
n. aechaalsec1 caY&1ry. wlth the aa.le\alloe of horae eaftl1r.v, operated. SA
t~t Gt the advanoing "Yes ·.t ."uk or ,he II Corp. and b,. .,'1011 tro.
then..- aor... tbe tr'cml .t 'belataatry. eIl.....",- WBTfor·en "I.'.
!he her•• oayalry operated \0 .14~4 .cataet '•• ,. t111. ·ppa ltd....'
element••f the IleChaalse4 to.o... At rdghttall ,he hore. caYll1rr be14·1MJCi ..
tl011a .. ".~. l1aDka vhtl. ·a...baat_ terce retara- te .\he ·rear fer·'refil..

. line.r tBDk. aad \0 retl t ~

A diY1elon exero.1.. with the Provisional Corps vas condue'.d during
the same -period vithia whlchthe corps ex.rot•• waf! held. Like the- araJ" ex­
ercise which ..as to fon'ow,l' waa designed to llluetrate \he ..tlon fit a
small, highlyaob11e torce ae;aia.t a larger but 1.8. MOD11e body of $roGpa.

The culmination of the aaneuvere was the&JmY exercise AU{; 2~~25.

The situ.a.tion va~ drawn to illUstrate So meeting engagement between an Army
and a g@Ftll corps. Th~ "Black A..?Vt;?, con~i8ted of two corps o~ t~ {lirlsions
e::iC:l ~nA :.:. tis~€r ~~~~~{}'tlT:i: of corps ~~i: anl~~ troops. ~?1~. Itlu.r·; Cor-pt,;- rrrooh.
Bmf'Lller iT! numoez-s , va.~, a Bruch ~ore mobile force. It OCllSi$t~d. of c;ne
d.ivisicn, one Infantr.f brigade and the aechan1sed caval~ brigade.

L:"J}!a :rlac:"~ J:.:rrfJ.Y ,,·es· aS8t1.rtled to be -part of a.n invp...o.in6 force which
had ~6vmu:eii we'st tu the trike Ch.r~rpl~in ~-rea, &.~(1 wa..e preparing to move south-·
Wf'st a..~d @trike th~ left re~,r of the main Blue Jb~J.es. I t 1f:~-.S ~~r1.en1.; o·p­
1)osed b~r the 111\16 Provisional C0r.Ps which haf~ the :mi.siun of delaying the
Elack At'mY until sufficient Blue torces could be &86embled to varr811t ·'aking
ttl€ offenRiTe. The manetlver "Orogressed. fOT t~-c d2~YS ft."'~' concluded on the 25th
of j\t1.t~~t.



The III Corpa ooncentration at Mana••aa, Va. f carried on exerc1.es
in the earller part of \he l101lth whioh renected in a amaller scale the ex..
erei••s of the reet of the Army- 'fhe tactical .1tuatlon vas drawn as a pre..
111111lary action to the ArrIy exercise con4uc'.4 in the Plattsburg area a week
later. In preparation for the aa1n effort to be made in I'ew York. \he oom..
1D.8%ider of the 1nT8dlng Black J'grce waR ....uaed \0 have aent a .highly mobile
toree to Blake a landing at Quantioo and- by \hre..t at the ~lue Beat of gOY.I'Il'"
aent, Wash1..T\.gton. to .eek to draw forces troll the Ila1n lllue front. The III
Corps. consisting of .the 28th end 29th D1v181ons c1es1gna.te~L 8.£ a mobile force
·of the coastal defena_ had been moved. to the vicinity of Manassas, s«,

-
Commenting on the maneuT8rs at the crit1que. and in hi. final report.

General Drum drew some interesting conclusions. The a.nnounced purpose of
the maneUTe~ vu to train and trom that etandpolnt the maneuvers was definitely­
a succe8S. Valuable experience and training were had by ell who participated.
For the first time since the First World War an army operated tactically.
The benefit-s aerived from such train.ing vere \hought to be far greater than
is the usual Case when the Oorps 18 the high••t 'tac'tical un1t. The Corps is
properly an expedient for ta.ctical oOlltrol only and of a .mall batt.le area.
The yariOU1~ 'Problems of admhlatrat10n and logl.tlca. lnclwllng 1lUpl>1~ end
eTaCUAtion. do not have sufficient scope for comprehen.slve lftstr12etiQn and
sound 'actical AJ)pllca'1on of the use .fcombat anation. antiaircraft d.eten•• !

and ~Gr ••chanised·operations canaot be 1Ilparted in any 'GAit naller tha11 a
field &nIT.

The aaueu..-ra had beell a ])bl'sical 48aoaatratlon of an laponant
provision of the lTatlonal Defen•• Act ot 1920 -- the alaag_tlol1 .t the
llegW.ar Aray, Jtatloaal Guard, aad the O1'fioe,... Be..rye CO"'8 In one aUltarT
t ..11)". 'be 1legu1ar Aray h84 borae the burden of the exercise. 'riley hal
prepared the whole area~arraagec1 andepera\ed 'he supply ••t·.. aa! "'-~

bDn 'heir pan til 'he tactical exercl..... all. 'hl. ill s:plteof the ~ao~

that 'he7 luMlW ea17 M~ of ,he authorlse4 -.£Dlar 'I.:nljf .tfiGers vh1e1l ...\he
~abl.. ·..,~..'1oa tallow thea 1a peaoe·\lae. the Batlonal"h&a,la
General Draa'. eplal.... U4 a_Jl.tra~e4 aD. eaoeptloaa1 laP......., ....
pre-Verla. Var4q.. !'he a.••n-e ottloerah84 fl'te4 la\. the tnaevo* .f
'U It.gular Arw:r 8114 the lta\loaal 01I.ari. aa4 ,be h1£btrr organlz.tl... d.th
facility ana. Sa aan.,-,caa••• bad aeaonatra\e4 a prof•••1Qnal flta••• wIt1l1h
van-anied their abaorp\lon In. such a oapaol\7 g·n IIGb11isatlon.

-

The participation 111 the aaaeu..ra by the· 7th CaTalry IirlgMe(Kecz)
vas thought \0 have " ••n of great tnt.rea' and benefit to all. Its operations
plainly moved that it vas a PS7cholopoal weapon &s vell as a tactical one.
As a matte.... of tact, at this stage of armored force development, it. pq:ho-a
logical value 'ProTed to be its greater ~over. It was shown that the Tery
presence of the brigade in the combat area. caused great concern to en8mycost­
aanders ~ 'Pa.rt1cnlarl~r those on the flanks. This concern at t ime~ re·~ul ted in
such extreme nervousness a~ to hind.er tl'le operatio:ls of these lmi te. in further­
ance of their main mi8sion. As the exercise progressed 8l1d more experience
vas ga.ined in defense against the brigade mu.chof the nervousneas disavPeared.
and this new arm was recognised as a powerful ferce to be guarded. ~ain8t but
not as a mysterious demon devouring p~l those with whom it comes into contact.
1 t vas alva:.~t••. however. a factor of serious concern.

!he use of the aechanlzed cavalry and of other un!t 8 which were
motor1~edt -pronded an ~'POrtunlty to consider the operation8 of a small com..
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paratiTel,.. IlObl1e force oppo••4 to a lar~r force with 1••8 mobility, but
greater tire power and ability to 8u.e\a1n a f1ght longer. The Blu~ Force
vas able to partially mobili•• it. Iatentry. and its artillery- end ..chanin!
caYR1t'1 "ere wholly l\otorlle4. It va! an 14eel toroe 'for the al••ion ".Iigned
it .... that or a..laying the advance or Black until the arrlnl of reinforcements.
'rhe hilly country in which it operated vas especially ~t8d to euch actIon.
The J31ack Fo·rce. 810w of movement but haYiJ1e the I18n and fire power tor .us-.
talnedactlon would have forced ~lue to hurry a~818tance. General Drum bell.Yea
that both \yye8 of forces were needed in 811 Army. A hlgttly mobile force, vi\h
exceptionally high tire power and capable of ehort, hard..hlttll1g fights, vas
very desirable. However. the bulk of the force should be organized for pro.­
longed an.dsustalned combat. This vas essential to win the decisive battle.

Although the 1939 maneuvers vac d••lgned as a training exero1ee and
not as So teat. it vas inevitable that certain contrAsts ahould become anparent
between the performance of the ~y in the exe~c1ae and 8. desirable standard of
action in the event of an ACtual emergency. Atter all, armed disorders had been
oc~rrlng sporadically in various parts or the world. tor the last several years
and full scale war in Europe vas to .tart early 111 the following month. General
Drum notes that he has ~ken of the exercise as an •.Army Maneuver- but tha.t the
Vi'ret Arm.y asittook the field that moath was not, in fact. an ArrtrJ. I t vas &

collect lon or 1nd.lvidual unit. t lacking adequate army, corp., 8-lld iiirtaional
troops. partially equipped and woefully ahon in WlBnpower. weapollS and aaterlel.
In ~lanning tor the maneuTersGeneral Drum vas ad."f1sed that an a.••~~loJ1 be • ad.
that the "strength and COllpOl11ilon of the unit·s cOltpnaing the A:rmy vas that atat.
under war atreag\h 1n the paper plans, Includiag the modern armaaent which vas
lined there but which aat\\8l17 elld not exl.t. In 4ec1cliag to take the field 1d1
the ArIl" .11 1t .toodln peace. the C08l8!la.er co·n.ttl.red 'that his posttlon was a01
oal,. more reali.'tc but aleo itt•• alaleadlng \Gth. pUblic .... .ome .f which, he
\houghton the b...1. of frequent .'at_ats in the pr•••• 1\e14 the .tstakea bell~

that we oould al"•• 1118"..t1)" IIOb11t•• an organl•• pro'eot1Ye to·roe ot 400,000
\ra1ne4 ..4. •.,_ppM. .en. !'he tact that the larprpan of 111a treopa. 8800rdlnj'0 'he aaae1lY8r ,.l,..\len. were \o"PN.en~ a •.nl1e1JlvatU..g toree *lOb pr..
• umablyvou14 be full,. and vell .,ulpped 40•• ROt entirely 1.Yall4ate hi. polat.
One vo-~h."...r If he V&8 11.' atreac\hene4 la ht.4ec1.1en by antlclpa\lOl1
of the ·t.,,.... •ltuat1oll whlch 1. likely '0 "·.111' tro. ooDd,.,ting a '....eUYer
with .1Iru1at. troops and aatenel. Be that as it aay. General Drumts -Anl7-
in the field, repre.entlngaueh forces as could be IlttBteredto combat aD .actual
emergency. required toY' the foraat1oll or the hl~.r headquarters .tart. and
overhead. the depletion of harbor defen••• which 1a aD 8Ilergency .e could not
aftord to de'Plete. Eyen at that it exhibited such serioU8 lIhortagea b,.. com­
parison with-&. tyPe army, &8 ~ in personnel. l~ln 155 mm gunSt 94% in
Infantry IIOrtars. 67'1- in machine guns, and~ 8~ in trucks. Shortages in anti..
tame weapone were so great as to falsify the picture of satisfactory methods of
defense against mechani!ed :t'orces. And these tartks, indeed, were not for the
most part or,?:8l1ie with the army bu.t haC:. been secured. froT:1 elsE!1::here for t!le
cccaaicn, These shortages! of course, were nation-wide an.ti. not reetriet.ed to
the First Army. For one river crossing at Plattsburg a?~roximatelyhalf of
all the mod.ern nonton equipment in the Army was concentrated a.t the m..~euvers.

·There were serious defieieneies in training, too - in deplo~ent,

the use of concealment and covert the formulation and transmission of orders,
p.nd the cummitment of weapons. Although. excellent aerial photogra;phs end. maps
were distributed to all rank. down \0 include corporals. it vas not apparent
that much advantage waR taken from them.

"The only remedy for the deficiencies noted, particula.rly in the
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field of training-, vr9'. Generel Drus."!l•• in the organl~a.t1on now in
ti~e of peace of a field Army. Such orcan1t!atloF! should b€ brought iJn.to
being without 4.•1,.".. The pre8ent vorl'- e1.-.tlon 4em~d. a radical de.­
~art1lre trom our peace tlme p!'&Otic.. ;.1' wtll teke 'lme to oreat. an ef­
fecti"" 11.14 Army ))081•••84 vl\h a. hip d.•gree of trainl1ig an.d 1mbuad Y1\h
that unity of Jm.rP0ft8 and morale AO e.dntlal in comba.t. fl~ Fi~ld A~

need. not be 1.«8. but ertioiency dem-r.mA. 'w.t the necessary un.1 tr; thereof
exist in peace and tM,t they be \ro~~t. \tgetlter in one 100&.11\;:' freQ.u.ently
for tralnl~. Co!'!'_ and An.y neadqu.a.n.ra "u1d be in bei'ng ~~d. funotioning.
'he n.ces~&n 'yPe~ of C011ls and Arwnf' troops ~uld 03 p~eent for dtlty. Tt.lls
matter is one of hi~a8t ~ortance to aur l(at~onal !Jeftm8e. If (22)

In the normal com-•• of event. no ot~er field ~rcise on e. largf1
Beale vault! have been held unti.l four ,.• .,.8 l&~.r in 194-3. However. the
limited. emergency declared by the Prea1d4Jtnt 1n~ Se-ptamber 1939 after the ou.t­
b~eak of vnr in ~urope ~de fUTtd9 &Ta11ab1.e for the initial 1'1a.'1nil\g phase of
a maneuver to be held in. the late c~ pt 19f.O'. The n.eed Cor f"'urther t16la.
IlMeuYerg va~ -nry- appuent to ~VOJ1e lb'l.et~v Gfjnneeted 1e-ith the Army. It
vas not. hove-nr. until the ..\&atrophic: ~p8Ill1 ~,.. of K~~ BAd Jun.. \hat
the feeling or the urgency of the need /becaae V$.de8P~8£\. Funds for the .1940
.e...'l\e~lvers were ll9lle availahl.e in )'i~rr *_ COngresR at '~he behest of the Pres!..
den' Appropriated vhnt were 'hen thoup.tto .be ~ry l~~ 8USU tor the .1acJ'e&S.,
lra1n.lng e~ eqUi-p-pln€of the ~. ,"o'llgre•• eal. the pUbttc were at last 1Jl..'
Y01Ye4 ift tbe war. ~e Army W_ 110 ;longtrr '~he Wlvanted ana. \1I1PtoY1ded. tor
atepchild. ll~ore the. lW\euvera we" tl.t~ Congre8. would -.\hcri%e the
f~in.\f.onot the liatloruU. haJ't: urdt.\~leh particlpat~ 1Jt~btm.

t. ":'_ 40.

~ ..!"Cl.e. in 1940 ~Gnowed .. -'ftl ... pa,\ern a';tm11a1t :W'~,the
ea81! tn 1939 (33)._ gnn if 81lT great 0ha1\£e.'~~.n 4e81ralll·. t .. I.t~:___
flet, \htrre· vo1l1d haJldly·ba.Te been ;'l... ·~.tt.\ 1\. The mo.~ sl&1a1tl••t .
1.·•• ,..'1Ie·JMIr\1.elpa.tlon .t the. 7th CaT. -:a,s.l. <w.o.) ·and ., '-ks ~')_
6lthla'ta'w. ~_.. ,.lt. vere -ow .'lq ~.' "\be _acl... f+r':,:he. ~:f.fdlSa~
., the ... AtwtJ'e4 Yorce. ~be"8\~''pt.• was the:.lt~.~
et the whol.... laa alagle eoacen\ratl.ol1.·· ftll.ll$aat that 81'P",1:I;1I&'_1I:' ': "
90.000 \roope -.1114 -a. aYal1.alJl. tor ooor41aat44 =uero1... in 0110_" ·lio....:
ov.. \he -4uftlttea of ,he llaft-UTe,. "aa ezt·~ ~J.. year \0 ')tree ..ee_. ·But­
plac-e ..180'.4 ¥a~ a .large area in 'the St" L"ence ooW\tr~" of lZoriheft\.;\)t·..
Tol1cin the ~en.1 Tic!nlt~ of CAn'on. It W.. 01_ sufficient extent to ··~w

a wiel. separation of the O'P:90s1r~ fore•• SO ,bt oonsl4.erable Inltilal mo~t
aut reconaa1••~~ would be 118088$&17 before :QOl1tact ~ elBtabllshed. "><:

The perlod~st 8--12 waa d8YO\ed k field ,ra1111n.r-~ o'f eaall unita.
A reinforced eriptle exercise. V'M hell on Aut~.t 13--14. division exercises
fros the fifteenth to seventeenth and tinaili~a two sided Arm7T exerci~e ft-o!1
A1~~~t 19t.b. to 22nct pJld s. crit1crd8 Q'n the ~13rd.

~lle tte,ne,rf::..l vituaotion 'a~"!-sw~~ed for th~ e~rtr~ e~=j~"·:,;:t::;s ~1·~:.",~ 2;~ stfLtC t..)f

VaT b~tween th& United Stat,es ("Blue) and. r~ codition wf ecptern a.n.d. ~'e$,tern
powers (Black) with oon~id.reble nn,Vf.!.1 stren~~.~1~·e1~ h~i.{~ !"",,~~~ ls·neti,n.p~s in
~orcf;< 1!~. l~~"!'£P,ehusett~ :BS.;t.Narl'agEUlsett Br~ a~d' on tl1t1 i~C~jI ·Tf;:rfe~'~" [;iJ~1'::'t~ By
1 J~~~~+: 19'1O. th~ main fo~es ot: bot}t sides V&r'tl·t'Ca~}cr[..:!"il·- i;t~-.J)ili::!:ei O'g tr-....e
11..ne Pi.tii\field, j;.~afJ~... Bri(l~rtt: Conn., in tile ,J{ew f.;nGl~:Hi Seotor. a!irl, on
the line "J~w Brungwic1\: .. CaMden. in Nev ~J ers.e;r. Su1psf;h1r:~en.tl~.~~ t"ne }il::-:cf;·;: I Corps
movine frQm 1i~w :2ngland adTBnced vest Tilt "the 1t~ ,a.~em:pl~tn e~;:" ~.Jld cpposed
b~.r small ~1-ue fo~en !Jucceedin~ 1n r-es.chln~ the i.aconette riiTer th~· evening of
A.:t~~st 18 \rd"lan it lQst C",.Jntact with Elu~ Forces \1hiC!.1 hrlli ~~rl tlldr;-i~'"":'. to~~~~
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w..t.rtown. The main forceR of both sides were b~r tllen in contact alofLf; the
pneral line fd the Hudson III Yer ·.out,h of Lake George an.d in ~ew J ers8y.

The :Blue foroa. eonllned of, _o·me ~n..lonal organisation of
heatlqua.rtera .and spec1al troops, some terTie. unite. the 244th CA (NniG) as
aftlY' e.r\111ery. M. A1r netenee Com~ar~dt thT"6e Aviation Observation Sq:ua.dron~t

the 2ai Cay Diy (l••s 64th Brig) and 2l.t Cay Ron Sq•• and. the 27th, 28th.
29th ~~d. 44Ul Divi.1ofts (II and III Corpl).'rne El~,Qk Forces included sWlar
foroes 1rA smaller number. and although the:y· had su;perlor anat1Q:l they lacked
erlra-dlT1.ionU ar\111e!7' and their main etreng\h va.s In. the 1st, 25th and.
43d Din.ione (1 Corps).

"he lat nivision hAd beer1 reorganlzeii under the then new tr1a...'l.gu1.&r
d.ivision "lan. end. waf; capable of rapid 11OYement. '!his nobility var; balan.c~ on
131uet s alde b1" the 22M.Cav Diy Md a highly- mobile prov1.1on~1 army rea.rve
which ,,~ 8fJOretly orr~l.a and Msembled aainly rror::~ th@ ;-~7th Ij1v e01'181st1ng
of It reghtet1t of Infantry It battalion or Field Artillery, e company of &.~­
aeen and two tank cOlIPanles. !hie force vas under the COR:r1e.na. of :Brig. Gen.
DisqUe and vaa bown as Ill.que'. Mobil. For....

. As them8,nfJuYer vas pla;red, :Bleck. While avai ting reinforcements
(from it. prelJl1£led ma.1n body on the Rudeon \0 the 80\1~) vas torcedto take U1e
oftenalYe in the tace of a atroJ\Pr force an~ in a .liTer crossed terraia vhl.oh
was .ore suitable to the 4ere.ee. Its let Division 8W1.m.g \0 -the norih and .
attempted to turn Bluets. fiank:. At the 88Ifte \1.. DiBctue' .. Mobile Force
'Penetrated Blaekt ••uth nank &ad threat.•n. the whole :Black rear. fheo\her
1Ull'. ot both ala•• advaaoe4. on a generally frontal line effec\ing and .t-teap\..
lq h 'hell rlYer cru-es1nga and 'ryln.g \·0 break through aftd destroy each other.
foro... In the end, blue'. IlUlles-lo.a1 8-uperiorl\T (approx1aately'2 to 1) 1010ea.
'Bltt* \0 wi\hArav and lbtlt-' 1'••'lon \0 Oo-.terattacks agatact :Blue'. ad..
..... ad '_"'J'G1.. vu ooa01__•.

I'Mll1Iber ..._.~ la ·tIle ........ ba4. Yerr eYl4eatl1" 'lHNm
Ya\ehbc' .\be,....~ 4.vel~ea."lA~•• ae,.. wu tullotm801ewaa•••
aa4 , .. tbe· lIelf ae\M4 4 ' ...1'....' warfare. AllaTa11able
ana'loa ,..... not only tOJ! rY&tloa ·ltu\ fora"taek. 81ld It fairly ....
pie'. lJJl4.~t_il\gfor a \60'1081 air force .-s to have been held. 'Phe
conG8pt o~ organic air defense -'""'Pone antI proc.edure in _all ual.~. \0 eup­
pi...., ,he larger AA &Mill.,.,. fit the Aft17 had oome into being. f{oreOYer,

.. for the tint tim. 'in" the hi.i_ry of the US Army. a rather oOlJplete Air Iierenee
Command wi~h.181'tents of the aeoe••ary grol'lQ.d &~d air units needed. established
&ad o~rated a a"stetn or unified air utense tor an army in thE~ fleld~Tbe

Command comprised a brigade of ·three regim.ents. of p..nt1aircraft artilier:r~ on.e
lJ'l'lrsu1t .quadroft ·later &1tgmented by e second. and an J~1rQre£t \;:~?Tt.in.g Service
covering the area ertend~irif\ south of r;,1~lc1,-: territcr;r to tr:H~" l'~u~'t~t~~': Valley' ~.ntl

eastw?,rd to th£ Rufl.8cn I:.iver Rnd L~J.:E~ ChF';..~lpi.n. The .i\~":'-:'.'~ .,;" ('. 1]":?" i t:- '.:,;~;r~: ::li~..
'Posed to oover }l.nft:,:~ troo]:} installli.:tions r}\r1 cO!;1mtU{ic~.ti(;:f~a t11E: e:}~r~

ciees COr'!'s AJ,... regiments were lftOTM ~rith, theaetion to protect river crossings
anfi ~c'tme trm:r unit~ ve~e d1~lA.ce(t rC!*t~~,rd to c{rv~~ {;v~~ re.::.r E~}'"e(,~ in~~talla­

tions.

Obsen-a\ion nORte ~el'f) established 1n eoo1)~~fttio'n ''':itll local or~~i...
7:ations inclu.d:inp: the New Yonc ~;elephoneC.omp~Yt "Po~ts of~ tr.Lf:~ ...~eriCf;J1. Le~onJ

end State and Federal fire c;ib••l'Tatlon 1IY8~em.. Over 40() such posta were
me...!\ned b~y civilians M~_ one-rated on e 24 rotoOur ~emee bn~i s· fro'L: .A.Ut~t1Bt 15 to
22. covering M. A!'ea of some 750:') square mile~. 7r1ie rernli ~C~:. t.rlEJ ae7,rioe of
abo'1.t 5300 observers.. Within the manelJ,ver are!'.. nrop'S:"r" 2;.: ':.J'Lti~.ircr=-4f·t f::"rtil1-



Clry obaern.tlon posta were set up and manned by 'the anr"y &11d corps AA
reg~8nt. to 8upplement the civilian warning service.

The operation or the Air Defense Command in this maneuver ... not
a complete aUOC8SB. the aircraft and the artillery (particularly searchlights)
which were available proved inadequate as did the communications equipment and
personnel. especially in & moviDf_ situation. Of course it can be maintained
very rea.sonably that tra1niIl[ and test 81 tuations of this kind are successful
only insofar as they expose defi.ciencies. t'lrom tIle standpoint of f'uture oper­
atioIls tile experiences of the Air Uefense Co~.a.nd were unqtlestionabl~" bene­
£icial (24).

Ge·nere.l Drum. at the opentng conference of the maneuver , commented
on the great tecimical advances of warfare. He said 'trAt in the past aoldiers
generally were required only to i~ire a rifle and mar-ch but the. t after reading
the accoun-ts or the present war. everyone could realize that i;hose days were
gone forever. He said that soldiers must be trained as specialists to under­
stand intricate and tech.1'lical ID.cch.a.nical equipment and arms and field crafts..
manahip. They could not be taught those objective. in a few cays or evall
mont"hs. "Troops must be ta.ught to strike 'With the speed and power of lightning
because that 1& the Yr-ay Wlir hits now. ft He relt that our soldiers must know not
only the technique a.nd. tactics of modern warfare and tile use, of ero....country
rout.s and eever, but also how to operate "tanka, how to handle a.irplanes. and
how to fire modern weapons accurately. In ~her words. -they must not only be

- field aoldlera but a180 oompetent aecbaB1ca and engineers and the .peed of
modern:war required the individual officer and enlisted man to have physica,l
and aen;;al ataaiaa capable ot day and ni~h't exertions even to ••veral succ•••1Ye
mareba of SO milos 1a 2. hour••

General Dna IDdlcated a belie:r that all these -things pointed out
lI&Dy leaaona tor the tra~ 'to be UDdergone in the maneuver_. UnfortuAately.
the foro.. pr••ent d1d.aot haTe aYal1abl. all of the araa. .eapona -aDd trana­
pona"l011 e&aCl'tW 1;0 such Va1n1.a&. Al't~g·htheyu8.dmo'tor oare -aDd light
trueka ... 8uba-tltut•• toracout oars aDd light -tanka. 1:hel-~ were atill able ia
GILly a ablor way "to 111u.trate t}.lo coerdina:ted blowaot combat &vlatlon...ch-­
fl.n1Sed rorc••• 1ianks -aDd "the .pee41Dg adTance of aotorl&od. troopa.

There ~ one leason however wlnch needed no apecial equipment.
ItLet U8 &To1dw• the General said, Itbefore it ia too late. the do~tr1ne8 of
the aupremacy of the military defensive whioh have led" the ruin of France

. and forced England to faoe 80 m&n)1' disuter.. We are a peaceful people and in
our innermost feelings de.ire only to rlerend our nation and our~elves. but
these desirable national aspirations should. not be confused wi th the spirit.
the will and the determi:na..tioll essential to the succeasf'uk soldier ~ the
:miIitar~t man Wl10 insures our peace !':ust be a fi,C!ltf:;r' il:lb\.le(~ "\\1.til an. of1eDsive
snirit. Remust &.pnlv thissnirit to modern wea.oons a.~1d to the- rder8.rch~! of... .... .... "" r ,0\, fJI

our wl101e t1ilitar:{ orge.1~i~atiol1" flrc:!=: "the· B:::alle:si:':' ~~q~1Bd, t.G ~:~}!:.~. field e.rr±~t.

This offensive Iraili tary spirit should permeatie our nili tar~" opere.ting; p lans
and actions. ¥:i.e have seen a atronE: mili tary nation. stand in defense behind
a i)ortified zone 80 Long trult its power s incentive and "f;' i 11 f'cr t}1e oi"'fensive
were so dissipated as to cause its ultmate ruin. :,g,odf~r:l -tjIJeS?OTIS are or little
value in ba~~le if an offen6ive military spirit is lackill[ to the personnel
manninf; them."

General Drum believed moreover· that the advent of new tee~~iques

and weapons bad not so altered the conduct of Yi&rrare t,o an extent the., t r.en
and small units had. lost their primar:v· icportance. l'(hile -the troops were or-
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ga.n1&ed tor the maneuvers into an array. cer-pa , and ·divi.ions. and would train
.as suoh he wished 1 t 1;0 be borne in m.ind that battles were still primarily won
in the air and on the ground J by small unit. .... air flight.. aDd Infantry and
Artillery battalion te&D18 and tank groups. -Approach to and the conduct of
battle- ."ere the training objeotivEis he had announced tor tiM maneuyer_. It
was essential that small units tight 8ucce.sfully before larger ones could be
assured of decisive results. Commandera or all echelo~ were advi.ed that ~be

new lpeed and mobility were not to be aubsti tuted tor accurate reeonna.iaaanc••
careful planning and definite objectives. Each local fight and each battle
.uuld necessitate a preconceived plan understood by all concerne~. Speed was
to be encouraged in all ranks but speed for speed's sake alone was generally
useless and en-tailed great sacrifice. Jumping into lnotora and racing commands
around without preconceived plans and coordination -- a tactic that was all
-blitzing" and no ftkreiging" was to be avo).ded{26~).

. .

The last of peace 1;iJae maneuvers of the Firat A:rmy 'took pl&De in the
Carolina Maneuver Area (several counties from both North and South Carolina)
in the late fall of 1941 (26). It had been the intent10n of the War Department
to hold JIaIleuv.rs for all tour armies during the early .~r In order 1;0 u ••
fiscal year 1941 runds aDd alaa in order to complete the .:Jcerciae ..11 before
the release of first priority units of the iational Guard from federal ••rnee .•
the 'term of which wa. for 12 months only (21). 7he long desired expanalon ot
the army which was taking place at thisti... turned out to be not an un-mhed
bl•••tng. .!he e.t&.bll.hed.:::idea of mob11iza:tion In this oountry waa like t.
proYia1on of ~he tanner who--out of hi. harve.t hopes -to haft enough left in
'the aprbg 'both tor •••ding 'the new crop aDd for tood until 'the new crop t.
read),,_ But 1;he force which we had on band at 1ibe .tart of .obl1i.a~loa ....
~o -.11 ~o prcn1.cie properly tIle many nuolei tor expana10n aDd atillreaatn
ettec'tiYe in It••Jr. ~he d.rain on -the old UIl1t. ~er cadres tor 'the Jr.&Dy ...

units grea'ter than the old unit. oould bear· aDd as ,& conaequellGe the _01.
&nl1' for a ~1ae a collection or 'new untr&1aed. unit. and the erfect1ft
tlp~lDE force ....1UJ&~1g1'bl••

General Drum wrote "'0 tbe 00Jaan41Dg General. GDQ. in r••l'8U7· 1N1
(28) 'tha't W OCIdlit unit. ~ corps and &nIY maDauTera beros·. -they had _ompleWd
~. pract:1.. ana been '~ro\lghlT grounded 1a ~he oo.biDed operation. or coa ..
bat 1;-. would tend to retard rat~er than promow the progress of unit traiDing.
Jte did. not'·conaidoT that hi. anay as a whole would be 'trained and equippe,cI-tor
large scale maneuvers before late 8~~mber. lIoreO'YUr unfavorable cl~tlc eea­
ditlona in tba aouth during ~ early aU1llller ao~ha and restriction. bRposed by
unharveated crops and 1:he time"conauming operation. In''tOlved in eecuriDb treapase
rights and. le&sea over private property throughout 80 extensivet an area as that
required tor large scale maneuvers all "tended 'to oonfirm his conclu·aion thai;
corps and anny maneuvers for the First ~y should not be held prior to October.
Even if fA. few Jiational Guard unita were returned to State Service at: 'that time
the largest part of' t.he Ftirst Army would still be intact. "nile appreciating
the f~e.ct -that ill t·llrH5 of' peace tr16 e:i1ailubilit~J 02 funds Ls of4ter~. per~ttcd to
outweigh all oth6r ~actora in detenmlni~~ the time and place of' large scale
maneuvers. t1le excessive damage to growing crops which would inevitably result
frm~ extensive military operations held prior to the close of the current
fiscal ~rear and -'trle difficulties and expense involved in the settlement of
cl&~s arising therefrom were believed to offer adequate justification for
seeking to excend th~ applicabilitJ-f of currently available funds throug,h
legislative action.

General Drum won his point (29). The Firzt ~i did not assemble for
maneuvers until Octcbe r ; B~owe.ver, r::ostof the pr-ecedIng year its units



'Were .eparately engaged in field training which at "that time became not an
infrequent event &8 before. but routine. The Firat Army began trainillb under
& unified directive on October 1. 1940 beginning w1~h basic individual aDd
small unit trnlning by all unite in accordance With Mobilization TraiDing
Programs and paaaing on through phases of progressive training from SD&ller
to larger units. Orga.nizations activated or 1nducte·d later followed a a1milar
sequence. All divisions and a~y corps carried out command post training aimul­
taneously with unit training or each echelon. includIng a command P08t exercise
for eaoh divi8ion prepared by Army Headquarters and conducted by a corps head­
quarters. All the divisions eonducted reg~ental and brigado combat team field
exercises durin& this period. Divisional rield exeroi8es were conducted by all
~~y corps. The VI Army Corps held oorps maneuvers over a three week period.
The II Anny Corps sent each of its diTialons to A. P. Hill Militar~T Reservation
for aeveral weeks field training. The I Anny Corps, in a.ddi1;ion to field tra1n­
iIlf: for each or its divisions near their home stations. had one week of field
training in the Carolina l!a.neuver area prior to the }f'irst Army maneuvers.

The value of this preliminaIjf" training a8 well as the value of the
maneuvers was greatly increased by the :ract that the expansion of the army had
permitted the early organization of army. army corps and division .tar:fs. and of
a.rm~r and arm~' corps troop units. III this ....y. the unprofita.ble experiences of
previous years with improvised headquarter. and 8'taft_ were avoided.

)lo~eover, the fi.ld forces were now enabled to de.ow 'themselvea; to
their pr1Jaary purpose or troop training. A War Dep&rtmentletter in Oc~ober.

1940 directed that such troops of the field force••s .ere then under the CQm­
mand or Corp- Area Commander. be removed from 'that comraancl and pas. to the 8i8­

JIIUld of Army COJ1ID8nders (10). As a corollary•.Army CGllJlandera were relieTed of
all responsibility tor & .uperviaion over Corps Are.. ac'tiT1t1... In 'this way
'the Amy Co-.nd.era ~..ined direct· '...... -to their troop. aDd were fre. tr'Ga .
the aamini-v_tiy. deta1l. ,and (u'ti.. of peat••. caapsaDd .tatlo~.. !he
Corp. Area Berrie. C_udwhioh bad been ODe ot"1;he ·ea.eae__ ·o~ a Oorp- Area
grew to beoaae·~. prlncl,'ple ••c~l.oll anc1 finally .replaced it_par_at erga.a1aa­
'tion.

fheF1rat~ 'together with .~he4 aDd a••oel.ted ~roopa beptl
ita concentration in the Carolines in the begiJming ..of October ltKl. fbi.,,.a
a maneuvers which by i \;8 seale entirely dwarfild any previous exercise. in which
this organ1aa1;lon had participatej).. The duration 0'£ the training ..... two months.
In its final GBQ phases it involved approxl_:tely .00.000 tr·oopa. Bat all or­
the.e. of courae~ were Firat Army personnel. Attendance of the F1retArmy aggre­
gated just under 200.000 or approximately no-·thirdsof authorised strength. In
spite of expansion and rearmament there were still serious 8hor~ages of both
personnel and equip!.~ent. These amounted." for example$ ;';0 10}& in infantry mor...
tars I 40% in 37. guns, 18% in 155mra and 87" in .60 cal. machine guns. Never­
theless. there had finally come into heinE e. trained and full~l f'unct.Lordng field
anny. Ji.lthouf~h t}1~3 .:ftlll amoun-t of e.uthorized equIpnerrt and sl~P?lies had not 8.1­
W"'ays been avad LabLe, trainiIlb had prcgre.sed to a. degree l'illich would permit rapid'
absorption of the new equipment as it was recei~ed. Training had progressed from
the basic instruction of the illdividual soldier on throuE:l1 the training or small
uni ts to that of divisioilS. It was realized tllat some of t:he traininE would have
to be reviewed in the future. That could be done later as it appeared necessary.
TIle purpose to be accomplished now ¥lB.S the tying to£etller of t~ne various units
into 'tr1e picture of the Arurf team. Three rather separate combat elem.ent. had bee:
developed; ground divisions and corps. armored forces and separate tank group.,
and air-Ground suPportillb forces. While these three combat elements had been
trained separately, they were essentially integral and integrated components of
a combat armyo To integrate their emplo)~ent was the big purpose of the 1941
maneuvers.
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The maneuvers were divided into three periods. October 6 to 18 was
allocated. to anv corp. oommanders tor command poa' exerciaes, field exerciaes,
and other corpa training. October 20 ~o November 14 was to be used by the Firat
Army to conduct. three aeparate and distinct maneuver8 and the tinal period,
November 16 to 30, was lett tor ORO, tor a aeparate t1el.d maneuver prepared
and directed by that headquarters.

The la~e organizations participating in the 1941 Maneuvers lIere
the I Army Corps (8th, 9th, and 30th Dive) ~ II ArTl!Y Corps (28th, 29th, and 44th
Divs) and the VI Corps (1st and 26th Divs). In the GHQ phase the First ~lmY

with these three' divisions was opposed by the IV Army Corps (4th, 31st, and
43<1 Divs) and the I Armored Corps (1st and 2d Armored Diva). In addition to
the divisions, there were considerable numbers or Army and Corps troop units
and or GH~ aviation.

. The nature or the Corps exercises which occurred during the first
period ot the maneuver. can be ••en from the missions .ssigned to participating
groups. Some or these were: Occupation and defense or high ground in vicinity
of Blackstock; adYance and develo:praent of Blue dispoaitions in preparation tor
offensive by. a Red corps (aaawaed); ottensive against Red torce. between
Wateree-Catawba and Broad Myers; seizing of line .of Highway SC 227 and High­
way SC 704 nUl .ecurity d.tachllent. and occupation and. organization of high
ground CorneU-Woodward; ••curing cros.inga oyer r,nchee River on Highways
sc 9 and SO 906; a night t.actlc&l I18reh (approx1llat8ly 20 aile.) and coord-­
inated attack; representation of attack of position by all arms including
a1aulated air, parachute andarJlOred attacks.

The ArlIT conducted JI8lleuyen (Field lfaneuvera NOs. 1. 2 and 3) I which
COIIp~aed the ••cond pha•• of the ~rci•••, attorclec1 opportunity tor each
&nay corpe .~ .operate .... lUdt wit·h 1\a orcanic and attached troop.. .Al8o,
1ft Field KaDeuYer No. , the Firat, 'Arw:T• •~ ot ~ II and YICorpaand
~~p.. ,1Dcl.ud1n& ~ OHQ. ancl Fire' Arrq ....AttaQker ~t.a. ... oppoaed.
by \he I 1IwT Corp. 'and \belA u.ored D1Y1~.' ft11. SaTe the anv corps 00­
or41na\ed tra1n1D& .1th theh1&~'.ch.lon~ aaaoc1a\1011 w1:t,h. ot.her troops not
·DO~ .1t.h .\be corpa, anel'~en~ 1D operaUoa with aDd aaa1nat &rJII)~

torae.. ArIq. Hea4quart.er., a~ \he .- t1ae, aaiDed praeUoe in eontroll1n&
8eYaral anor corps and special unita, parU~17 the Tank Attacker groups.
In all the.e respects it was valua~. preparation tor the exercises directed
by GHQ.

The. final period or tJle 1941 Maneu.era was devoted to exercise. pre...
pared and directed by GHQ and diy1ded into two pha.es. In these, the entire
Firat A:rwq .1~ its eight divisions and strong tank--attacker groups .was opposed
by the IV Corps with three divisions and the I Armored Corps with two divisions.

L, lL~e with recent developments in warfare certain special task forces
'Were assembled for use in the maneuvers, - tan}~ attacker, anti-submarine and
Army reconnaissance. The Tank Attacker Detachments utilized the forerunners of
what later became B. ser~arate arm of the service, the Tank Deat.royer-s , .A.s formed
here, howeverJ they were composite groups composed of reconnaissance aviation,
ca~alryJ field artillery~ provisional Tar.k Destroyer battalions (simuleted sel1'­
propelled guns), motorized infantry, combat engineers I tanks, antiaircratt and
chemical troops. There were three of these groups, Two of them had offensive
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mi••1on. ot moving to me.t hostile ~hreat. and 4••t~oylng hostile force. before
they could have dec1.1," .frect. on Army operat1ou. Their main torce. were
to remain in concealed poait1ona Dear an adequate road net until t~lr own or
other reconna1aa&nce element. had ••cured 1nfo~tlon of en8mY dlapoa1tlons.
A thirci group without anation or ••It.-propelled guns was given 'the mi ••ion of
protecting the Army rear &rea installationa against mechaniled at~ack. In
addi tion to th••• 'three groups there were alao available for trJJ final month
of the Jl&D8U'Y8r three othe~. tormed by the cc, !hird Army, under GHQ direction.
and ~ia11ar in mission ~o the ottens1Te T&nk Attacker Groups.

One An"tiairborne Detachment consisting of a platoon of cavalry and
a battalion each of mo'tor1ced infantry. field artillery (106 mm nos) and Coast
Artillery AA 11&8 tormed to destroy hostile airborne forces a.ttempting to
capture areas dec1alVet to Arm:{ Operati cns , une actua.l 1andill& or par..~roopa
did occur during the maneuvers and while the antia1rborne detachment did not
have the o'pportun1~r to oppose or attack the actual landing tIler/did success­
fully round up troops £ram the landing who infiltrated into the area in the
rear o£ ~y Headquar~er••

A 'third specia.l taak force wa. an ArrAy Reconnai88ance De"tachment .
or ca'Y&.1ry (H-Jl). Their mobile operation8 tor. intelligence and counter­
in-telllgenoe purpos.. were h1&Jd1 aucoe••tul &Dd included d"p pene-tratlona
of eneJIY flank- aDd rear area. which r ••ul'ted in ....luable po_IU ..e and n.g....
1;1..,. iDfonaa'tlon of: "troop aoveaen't8 and 'theidentlficat1on of un!ta. On one
GOe••ion they captured' ~he oomplete field order of the RED-IV Corps and .
'tr&llUl1.tWd lot praap1:.1y to Blue Headquarter••

InJ~ 1M2 the Firat Army 1••UN • l'raining Jieaoranclum 1Ih1eh
-.17&- ~be v.s.a1D.g and -.meuvera o£ 114,1 (Ii). At the ooaclu81on of m.aaeuyerl
• Da-ed waa t.l1; for turther experienoe 1n eoorcUn&-tea support .1~ ,air aDd
aechaD1a. rer... but ~. &reat taul-t which be..._ apparent in 1;he .a1; which
til. tl.U ex.,rel.. ott.reel '~. wl~h the vaiA1ag of the iad1Tid:ual .eWer aad
the ..o~.. fd-,"l.... 'ez..,lUt_ 11& ..a11'1Ul1~ eoacluo~. Adai1.;tecll1',. the
qualt"Y ~ 1;h. lDaVuetora aa.d tlw.nh048.f iaatlUotlon U&ed ha4 Rot beea 'the
be.~.Pu1;henaor.~arrl.o. 1Nnlol1. hcNaek••p1ag aud' ada1JU8watl.- au'Sl••,
10•••• or per__t· aDd.r...ipt of :replaoemenu abd obnructed 1;ralll1Di~••••
The cOJaP1a1nt -camet '-th1a'traiJdBg aetlol.BOy 18. bowo..,.er, ao old &Del qD,-~he

whole 80 _11 tounded that -one m1gh't qU.8~lon ~he po••ibillty of overcomiDg it.
!roops ar.~.sMd.-to lea~ fast in ba~tl.. Many a OOSlander bas greatly blaaed
b.1aaelt for ~~ high price of 1n.~ruct1on at- -that time. It was in8tr\lcti~n

that eQuId haye been acquired earlier and not at the cost ,of li~e8. Speak1ag
or :the disregard of air 'threats and thelaokof measures of' pa.aive deraMe
against thea the Training Ikuaorandum. states, -It 1& unreasonable 'to ask th&"t
human lives BlUst £urnish our first e,rtective lessons in t~is respect.'· Among
other ractors in the win.~inGand losing of battles the conduct of the individual
and sme..ll units is &. ver~! large one. Yet it ma,:,~ not even s e er. in. ordinary
maneuvers to be a teachable one. Even at s. la.te period of th.~ -';;;&:L vinic}l en-
sued~ serious oriticisms were made of the degree of training shown by replace­
ments sent 1;0 the :fighting fronts. On this basis it seems probable that any
peacetime maneuvers ....1.11 make a poor showing in respect to individual and
small unit training. The long experience of the }'tirst A%7il:'; from 1935 through
the several maneuvers and command post exercises through 1941· would .eem to
~ndicate that much CL~ be taught and learned in peacetime train.ing and .field
exereiaos concerDing familiarity with plans and SOpts. the strategic employmaat
or troops.' 'technical .~118 and administrative details. It may be too Jauch.
however .. to ask in addition that large bodies of m.en. 'Who are esse!ltially
members of the civilian community, remote framwar or a.n enezry , to suppoae
the unimaginable dif'ficulties and r6sources LY1d incentives of be.ttle.



!he ba.lc .\ructurea of ~•••'.rn Delen.. Ooamand ••1"1 'he Ooa.'
Ar\111e17 anaaaea' and troop. of ~. harbor 4.t..... O\her troop. and other
""'PO•• in large D_ber8 "ere a4ded fro. lnfan'l7 anA OAYall7 and air corp.
bu' the harboJi deten... "ere 'here \0 begin v1\h and when 'he oOJlJ8an4 val
reduced b7 \he ...lea•• of 'he o\her troops ~h. harbor d..ten••• , though re­
cluced th....lv••• were ."111 \here.

Al.ag Vle ...tern eoa.tot \he Ual\e4 I'a'•• 'here are oertaln area.
coJltaln1Dg harbor. which az-e con.14erd of high atrateg1c bpor\ance for one
or both of "he following reason.' • becauae they have 800d harbor·. tor the
ahelter &J1Cl traffle ot Dayal y••••l •• or becau•• theT «lye aoee•• '0 laportant
lD4ua'rlal area_. !'he•• 'efended harbor ar in geographl.cal order froll
Ilor\h 'to la.tIl are Ponland. Maine, P.n 'h.. fI .. ·'B.. Boe\on. .ew BeUoK.
ITarJl8C&ll••" ~. \he ....'.rn ..\ranee '0 Long Ielancl Sound, II." Tork, Delaware
Ba1'. Che.apeake .,.. Oharl••\ont and Kq V••,. In IUldltlon ~ th.... there
were otiler -.iier area. of 1••••r lJapor\aaoe for which • \eJIPOrary ligh'
t,r..,. ... proy14ec1 durlnc 'he war. Barbor._are pr1llarl17 1apor\aD\ 1a~
.......f a"PplTan4 opera'tonl. their took facl1~tl•• and the ,rail &ad.
...u. ,a.'. whloll ra41at. fro. th·. ooul4 b.- •• Ya1uabl. '0 aD. eD.eI17 wllo
bJlO.' • 'war \0 our ahorel .a \bq are \0 .. la lJr1aglag war \0 \he en..,..
th. PeIl~ GOllYo,.. of ... ·aNt aaterlel whl,p aohl..e4 \be nO\oJ7 tOI'~.

All1.. b ·....p.M1184 tn_ :I.. tork aa4 ••to. aM. Cbarl••\oa aD4 Iiulpwa.ab. Out·...,. ~'e4 t ... 'he•• petn, ad troJI Po·rtland. ,aad larra,...."
ad~ W..,. JaMA1'lea'-, the 1».... tor -aupp17 &D4 opera'loa.vhhh ,.
Ptn.f\lnll.......f \11••• area·. "ere Ule area'." W ..,1tal~ _
"•.!1D.'bAM.. $V hV .... ill ~g. 'paI'\ lntU\b. \he. pro,..'. haReq.·~f
·.. ~~'1~·: ' aDI..- .t'at o\her."'lo.. •t ......,~~
h~ .-" ely \oPblla4e1phla,laa4ea•. 1flblJaPoa. - ".,W..

........ .,. 1•• va'.""" -. Iol'to1k. -..,." :lew., )aU. -. h1'Iao~.·_'
".b_~·' -v • ·' " '. " •• '.. ,

'. tn. _be. a.fen••• vere plaaae4aac1 ~ulppe4. ~ ord•• ,hat our"~
p~'·akh~lIOT. ttreel7 tilro\1gh -.4 1a &Ill out of 'he l'i&rbora. 1D orA.. .u._
.co..·.to til. harbor. m1ght b. 'e.1M '0 ••e1t7 *lp.. 111 or4u- ~\ 0"
ahtpp1llg .... Pore laaWl.\le.a a1gh\ be noarei fzroa enemy Dayal pa aD4.
\ol'peclo .tira aU. 'in ONU tha' th.,. aicht ..POrt ..,. bIen.. \0 be aa4•.
acataailanUl1.ga'.ckiJ .. harbor of eourae hal 1\. apecl&l 81tuatloll 'aJl4
aot all .ot th••·• at••loa8 "ere •••1gned to pel7 harbor. Portuouth. for
example. had until alter the modern1u.tlon program. no means to preve:Ilt naval
bombardment and no mi8sion to do 80 andeeveral harbor defenses Ysre·~able
and not required to eover the movement of shipping entering or leavi-rg the
harbor.

Aaa matt.r of act. rev if &nY, of the harbors were really effective17
able to~ out the whole .lesion which they were assigned with the armament
which ensted prior '0 tbe war. In 1930 'here vere di8tributed a.long the
eastern coast 1150 .eacoast artillery 'batteriel of all types.. !'venty of the••
bat'erie. "ere the .ouiaoded manu- type and .inT--four 'he .low and hard1;v .
aore ueetul. At.appearing carriage BlOdala of the late 19th Century. All of

. this armament va. the result of two preylous. IlOdernlzatlon programs. In
1885.· before \he war wlih Spain. 'he Endicott Board was"appointed by an
authorizing act of Congress to draw 'Up a scheme of modern fortificf:ltions
for our coaa\llne5. ~. reoo...ndatlona of ihis board which vere in small
part carried out before the Spanish War started. contem'Pl~t~d tl:e eGta.blisr~-
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.eat· 0' 2.363 pal and eaplac...a'.. In apt'. of \hi_. \he Co••, Defen••
Board or tat_ Board whlC1h f'1motlolle4 la 1i06 louM. \hat 'he ooaat a..ten••
v. \hen ha4 would. be unable '0 keep ott \nmepor'. loaded w1\h en..,. \roopa
al\hoUlh 1\ .llb' be ...tal In bD141~ .tf ~I.r and oon••quen'lr, .l•••~
alp.. Cheaapeake!67 whlch va. la\.r \0 be the 1108' powerful harbor cl.f.a••
in \he C01mtr,- va. to\Uld '0 be entlre17 open tor &11 praotical purpo••••

!he work of til... two boards va. reYlewed by an authorisation ot A.vguat
1931 (1) _ ODee .re \he exl.\lng aJIaUlent va. totmd '0 be ouimotled. In
the next few year. proJect, were propoa. and appro•• to ruamp the harbor
deten••• in reterence \0 thelr •••1gned. ai.llona (2). Actual17. few chang••
of &D1' grea' oonaequenoe were aad••, 'hi. \lae. the recomaen.datlone mad.e
1& \he pro·Jec". were ••17 aod••' "'eO&... at 'hi. period of low, alao.' DOa­
en.tent &ra7 appropr1a\lonl, \here would b. 11\'le IIODey tor\hco.~ \0 pq
for maJor cl:1aD«... MaDT of \he lluadre4 atld tit'7 ex1et1Dg batterle. were
lncoapl.'. par\loularlT in t1re control equlpaeJ1t. '!he proJec'. confined
'il....l ••• 'heretore \0 plaDnbe 'he oompl.'lon aDd. brproyement of exl.t1Dg
ba".rle., ·'heir reinforoement In ••erg_neT 87 aobl1e &raaIlent and. where
.\her CI1.'lDc armaaen\ "'e l' po••lDle. MYooa\. ~ el1alJla'loa .f ~a\­

'eri•• whlch ••re 110 lODger ueetu1. Be.14.. 'he 41sappearlng carrlace CUBa
vhloh had. OBce been held in auah high fayor. \h.re were, for ezampl.t eo..
pn8 Oil ~1cl.1ac H.rb.,t. earrlapa whlob. y~ oapable of a raM of tire .t
eJl17 oae ro1lD4 J7 fly••b ..,... !b. r. DO'••a \he7 .ere ~or

ez'reae1¥ aooura'. fire, were re\a1Decl la \he proJ."c\. In lieu of &Dl" f ••'~
........, \0 replaoe thea. -But of '''''7-tour 10· DC \.".rl.. oDl7 Ba\'...,.
hhl.. at 1?on_util aJl411.".17 !boa_a a' ....1••\0...,.. ·re\a1ae4. Blgh'.en
.\her _".1'1,. of .arlo.. \71>•• were &1.. bopp. tJtoapftJ"'. orl£laa'e4
_ tile 1131 aUhorlaa\lOL ~

... pr~lpa1 .-ctUr...., ••,f Ule BaneI' .t..... of PonlaaA were -.
P~'" ...kaaO••f Pip. laM. \he --... aai \0 bold \hell' Dayal·.\'•
.-. a1lae'''' t _r. \0 reM. boab&Naaa' 1aett..'l~.. ~•••
....bp1Ul'-. "the r.., \ha'u.m ,....". will.. _WU·,....
at\ .....-• • t .pl'&1 lh'PI ta\o hn1aJl4 BaI-bor ~'''.Dlr po••illl.
~. -. ·\laat ......1 _ en.\,1Jac .......,. •• ealF"1ftDc
.....''-7 ., P.n·1aD4 "'HrI' hew (1a- BO).'.\he .1\41. ·.,.l1utr
......., Was ,aAyaa\ageo1l817 far ..... "\0 .-award •• \0 elY. l' ~u1'. po4
raapa la r ....' \0 the Ilaftor taoUl" ....4 &llchorag... Bat\U7 I'oot••,
hr, we,' (hehiDg lal"') 801114 br1ac rUe to Dear 0" &ItT ahip approaebt.ac
wl'lWl 2?000 Fad. of 'he .aln ea'raace obaImel ., PortlaJ14 Hea4..1. va.
'he oA17 ."U7 which eoul4 hold en....p1\&1 IIhlp••\ .1lGh raage &II - ~..
4"". U. ett..'lYea••• of t11'e 011 aho~ b.\alla\lona and harbor ah1ppbc.
to .....-ea' \hi, 'ba"U7 weul4 &lao ,. able ~ pro'eot the en'raDoe or
4ebouchaeat. of ourovn DaYal •••••1•• though. this vas not required (3).

A\ Portsmouth. "'~~se mission did not include defense a.gainst na.val
bo~bardment. there were only two batteries of caliber larger than 3». It Yas
nec••&aI"¥ ,berefore 50 keep DO\h of them and .ve~n at thi.. the maximum range
vaa only l?OOO Tanll from rt Stark. !h••e batteries did. however. cover the
approaches ~o the .ingl. deep channel en'r8l1ce to the ha,rbor ar.d therefore,
a. long a. thq lasted. could deny ace••• to the harbor by enemy 081'1tal ships
(3).

In BosklL. lJat'.ry LoDg. two 16- gun. at lort Duvall assisted by Batt8J7"
Gariner. two 1~ «Un- at :ron Ruckman, would be able \0 hold enemy ahll's to a
line 35000 yards from the entrance to }forth Channel thereby insuring free
.ovement of our ......1. in and out and preventing the bomoardIaent of the harber
and shore fae111tiee. lione of the other batteries had g1lfficient re.r~e to
permit them to take AnT part in these missions except tbJ:;.t the;y'" could bring
heavy fire against ships which came vithin 24000 ;rards to ~OOO ys.rds of the
l1avy Yard I at Charlestovn.. They could. not nrever;.t fir~ ar::;:iT' ~:' !~:~l~~'>"I'·:'ln.,~~~' in
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\helaaJlbor. !bq ao\llt bold en..,. ahlp. _ore \han 15000 Tarde from ~he

••oo~ bat'eri•• GOy.ring 'he aln. f1elds .akin« 1\ T.~ 41ftlcul' for
'he en.. \0 auppon ....phg Op...\101l8 wl\hhea.,. \mit.. )l1y. 10· DC
ba'terl•• were eltalna,ea tro. 'hi, proJeo\ .inc. 'heir fle14. of tire
4~11ea'ed *bo•• of .'her bat'eri•• while addlDg 11"1. \0 th_. A oa\terr
of ~bn. 155a1l pa. va. plazmed tor emplacement at )1ahant (3).

1fh. D.es' thr.. Harbor D.ten•••• )lev :Bedford, liarragan••t\ Bq and loDg
IalaDA Sound were con8idered \0 be autuallY euppor\tng In.\allatlon. '0 oov.~

all of 'he D&Tlgable wa'ere on the aouth eoa.'o! )lev England fro. 'he south­
w••' tip of Cape· Cod Penlnaula (Woods Hole) \0 \he e••tern entrance to Long

. 1.1an4 Sound, ••curing th.. \0 \\8. 4eDT1xag them '0 an enerq. co....ring \he
Aebo\1Ghaen' of eur n ••t 1n\o 'he Atlantic.. pro'ectlng our ahipping and ere
lA.~1a'lol1. fro. HaYal bo.barela.n:' and 81.1ppOr\lng 'he defense agaln._ lancl­
Ing a'\aok (4). lew Bedford vas aSJl811 Harbor Deten•• with a big at••ion.
~h.r." was no armament three (ft Boelman) exoept a 12- Be Battery (»&\\817
Ml111kw anc1 'wo at' gun. on dl-.ppearlng oarr1ag... It va.s all re'a1ned.
1Sa\'U7 Jr1111~.Jl with a range of alaoat 30000 Tardif vas considered capabl.
of ••arlDg all of Busad. :a.,. &Il4 a1lCh of 'intl'ar4 Soua4 *11. \he 8-
pn. velllA be \la.tal ap.tn8t erul••rat and '0 acae ~ent 'ranepona. at
clo•• JIang.. !here "ere 1lO ••oondary rapid fire ".-pone, and 1\ va. considered
.....8U7 hlnora.. \he a.naa.ea' lq"a bat'.Z7 of 155'."0 ..., \he threat .f
~ f ••' ~.'.8ucb aa b.'re7.ra .( 4) •

•• ezt.'lag arm....t a\ liarrapn••tt liq \hough co~Uer&b1T aor.
enenal.e (36 eua.) va. harcll7 ..re llaetu1. Iteat· of the pn8 were alow Sa
\heir ..tl0.a. !he crea'••' ranee vaa l?OOO and.~_ ..\\1.4 be -ore
1MlYaa\apo..1F .1'••ea1raft ., h. J1141'haa4 Sako..et ·Pt. whloh at \h&\
'me \he ..., .. llJd.'. -I. \b.een.'iDe fla14. of tire. Ill. proJect pre--
Pared -.1131 aa\heIi..'S.1l aerafore ooateapla\__he e11alaa'ioa of
fev ••'be 'k"eri••.aa4 \Ilelkllp1aoelle..' ., two 11- pa_ &D4 .. I· paa,
aU '.. ."..", ..-lap.... 1M , P'.J-Mb,lIla.. .laU~ 16-""-., .....-. .''-i.' ,,,.Jw41 ' ."e17 Oil aaaU..,. ....,••
~.,.~...

.••.--'r W ..... • t J.eac la1aa4 Io1m4 111 \he .101.1'7 et 'II.. to....
. eo....t1..; _.14 \he ..., n.. of ,he ar... It.\mlque ieDC JIUlge ba"_

ooa.l.t••f ~a .llDgle llw .pt1 e. a 41aappearl.ag carJ'lap an4 the ~lr••f ·.ne
£11Il vaBOO••t__ b.u:ttlo·leDt ,. ~n.re k••pin« tmeav ......la b••ad ItlL
11.14 of ~lre.· thefl.lei. of tlre of all other armaaent (39 guns> were allah
that the7 ooul4 ••1" preYent the boabar4aent of lev London by oapl\al 8htp•.
DOr •••1.' 1a .uprorilDt; ."'. 4.t.... again., a landlag except 11181de \he lhe
Pisherl lalad-Gar4aere 1.1aa4. ·»or ooul4 the.e batteries alone GOyer »t.
denoue_nt of our DaYal Ye.,.18 from Long Island Sound into Block Island. Souad.
It wac planned ~o strengthen theae defenses by the addition of lyo 14- ~nd two
8- batteries near MontaUk and four 155's in a position to cover Fishers Island
Sound. All of these mobile ~..ulS were t:o b,e provid.ed. 'witl-l cori.crete emplace­
.eat. io permit a vide field of fire. 1!Yo 10· batteries and. four 3- 'batter!••
which exl,ted were no longer required (4).

iecause of Ita hIgh strategic inrportan.ce a:.ld because of the land and
water toraa~lon. a rather complex problamwas oftered by the region adjacent
to New York City. !hi. vaa at one time considered as three separate Harbor
D.t.n••••• Ea..tern }lev fork on \he lTor~h ahore of Long Island at Fort Totten;
80uthem lItrW York, a.t the Narrow. between Brookl7n and Staten Island; and
Sandy Hook, pro'ectlng Ambrose Ohannel between Sandy Rook ~'.:~J fu"'1d Rockaway
Point on Lo~ Island. UltlmatelT these became a s.ingle rlsrbor defense.
Since the Harbor Defenses of Long Island Sound would. pres1z tab l y prevent all
enemy penetration. through the Sound. except for the possible e!ltr;.,r by stealth
of submarines or other small craft, the defenses at Fort ~;otte~ Y~·re let stand
at two 3" rapid fire batteries. As a matter of f[~ct~ l':() !ie·"i' ;·~r·:£G:,.e.r~t \'las
added elsewhere in the Harbor Defense. The defenses at .A.:-~b,ro~·~ C!;fu"1I~el were



·cood, lnclUdlnc .a 'hey 41d a 16ft ba".ry on one .14. (Battery Barril at
n tU4en) ad '1110 12- ba"~l•• (I~ and M111. at rori Banoock) with
alao.. , ~,OOO Tad. razace Oil 'he other .1de. !he•• were auppor\e4 bT o'her
l ..aer ,.... !be lnaer '.ten•• at the Iarrow. oon.l.ie4 en\lrelr of 014~
whlab ha4neither range nor rat. of tire '0 make 'hem of &ft7 ....alue it ,he
lOB« range weapon. of the outer aefenee. should fall. Yhey 81ght pre••nt the
pa81aC.of 8n8m7 •••••1. 'M-ougb. either _bro•• Channel or ,he Narrow. but
oaplk1 8hlpl could lie out.ide of their range and place .ttectlY.· f1re on
all pan. of Bew York Harbor, 1n the :last R1yer and in the Hudaon River.
The whole &r\111ery deren•• of New York agalnat na...&1 attack reeted on
lia\terl88 Barr1a. Kingman and Kl11e (4).

the 41a\aDce between Cap•• Mq and lienlcrpen which aark the ~tranc. \0
Delaware Bq 1. onl.v about ten all•• and 'he paaaage could be eas1l7covered.
!he tor\ltloatl0J18 1n the, area however. were ancient and had been .1ted
.1~'.en all•• up the ba-v at Fort SaulebUJ')r where 'here were two _'tar1••
of ~ ~O ~. aad 'he remaining armament 80me thirty m11es tur~er on at
7'•• Mo\\. Dupont and hlavare 1n 'he ..-iciD1iT of WUa~on wh.~e 'heT were
of 4ubloUi 9al... Yhe proJ'" which va. planne4 \1Ilur \he au'borls.'loA .f
1931.1Yh11e retalning 80me of 'he old 8.J'JB1!1J1ent • aotah1y \hat at Saul.burr,
ill eft." mov. \he whole defenae forward b7 p18D!Jl~ to a.rm the .Cape. with
14·· &ld 8' raU..,. cwa and 'bat'.,.l•• of 165'. ta).

A aoaevha' a1ll11ar .1'\1&'1011 exlate4 at Chesapeake lIq .ere mo.' .r
the .n.'1Ja& aJSIIIIent va. al\••, hn Monroe tar back troa \he Cap...
• eoapllehaeD.' .f \he !Ia'rOor Befen•• n •• loll. bo...... ~,l&Nlar17.. l'
appllecl to GOy-ria« the 4eboucbllea\ of our n ••, woUld Pecrulre tha, en..
ab1p k preY_a'. flOll el••1ng v1\hln 35000 TaN.8ot a lb SactJtOll
Gap- -..,. lo a \andnc lnJo7 6500 prd8k ~ Borth. t'he "817 .1\_a' __ Cape•• Ita"..,. Peaalag\oa at J'onSMJ7•• 16a. howl' ".rr. va.
JIOtaltle-' c1e '\his. a....l.t1o. he,.. va••1IGb. \he~ •••, 1\e1awah (I) •

.. ..... ,W..- .t~l••"'a 111'.'.""""'" ~1M•
..... ,_ &lIT .t,her ~l' Oil \he eo..t. __••~bc oa1T _"'" (Lon.
a- -0 -01 \he alae wblob l' _Ala 193).1a \he ttar17 \lllr'l ' \ha
p....,..,. IaOUmsa'lon iae1114e4 \he e441'lon of onlT ••"..,.. .f1~ p1Ia

aIlC1 \he. ella1Da\loD .f tour .t ,he '1... .It..'l•• ba".'... 'rho.. t-ha\ were
\0 be ...\.laM. ..... eo\ much ..r••tteotl... and were l.'er Uoppe4.. !h., iD­
ol__ & is- Ba".,., .. Huc.r (one CtU:' of vhloh vali IIOlUl\e4 --on •. barb.". aa4
'he .'hero. a 41aappear1ng oarriap). two 12" ..nar bat \er1.. and a 10·
4bappearbg O&ITlaga ba''.17 (?).

I.,. w••, &180 pla:rm.ed to add. a battery of 1558 and re\a1n .uGh othe1'
armament .a it had, which vas not mucll ~o be aure. Oaeeola °12" BO. Seminole
128 Mortar. and Farra a.nd Inman. each 3* J)ed~s'ta.l mount batteries (7).

Aleo included in the pla.nn1ng durin,t~ the· trlirties to sll..J1:Tple~ne!lt the
armamen\ were projects for underwater defenses in 'he principal ~~nel tn
most of 'L.l}e H.a.rbor Defenses (2). For reasons of adverse tidA' conditions or
water depths. or beeause th~ did not pertain to the mission, no projects
were planned for l;ew Bedford. tang X.land Sound. Charleston or Keyrtest •.
lfhe project. which were planned included. in addition to fields of A:n:ty cen­
trolled mines, large fields of l{avy contact mines, as many as ZiNO in New
York aDd 1500 h Chesapeake lla7. In aeveral ca.•••• JaV con\act mine fields
v'ere a.ctually em'Plp~ed at the start of the war 'hut th,ey 'de·re later swept up
1rIhen more extensive coverage by the superior army-t~e ~\4~ ground mines were
••cured. ~e }!aYJ mines 'Were inferior not only because tl'le life o£ a field
vas limited to about twelve Months. but because the~,7 wer€: a menri.C€ to our
o.~ shipping part1c,uarly since they h~d a tel1d.enc~r to »walk ft or move from.
"pesttlons \there the:r ltrere Qrit:in..r~lly planted.
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...-Polat (ltahaat)
Jlor\ »awea.
70urth Clift-
Iaa·' Pola\ (Iaban'}­
70rt »a.....
hlU'th Cllft-
Outer B...,.'er

Work veJlt foh'ard elovly on 'he.. m1nor chanc.. and lapro"emea'. \0
harbo~ defen••• 4ur1ng the \hirtle. (8). Bu\ 1n 1940 the \,hreat of connlo'
e1\gendve4 a whole Dew IlOderalsa\loa proarus vh1ch va. cllrec\ed b)" \he Seo­
ret&17 of War in Sep'.abe.. 1940 (9). habera or IS- and 6- pu. were allo­
oa~e4 to 'he YaI1.o.. harbor 4.ten••• &1ld a hoaN. within each one determined
'he altlng or \he armamen\ aDd plaDll8d such o\ber e2:,.n81.8 project••a the
shielding or oasema.tlng of o'ther bat'.ri•• and the ocnstructlon of flrecon­
'ftal lnnalla\loas and of boabproot _ ..and poa'•.,(10) • i'h. proJec\. a.
tlnal17 approYM and including \tft4elVater 4eten••• rL"l \0 wen oyer a Imn4ra4
.tIl1on 4011al's. The Whol. pic',,", of \h.e harbo~ a.aten... vas changed b7 the
addition of new armament, and ,he .111l~tlon. el\her Uaedia\ely or ·upon
coaple\lon or \he aodernlaa\lon program.- of a1n7-one batterles of \he
hundred and \.~ not alrea.d7 dropped or authorised \0 be dftlpped. This efteo­
llTe).." 4.1spo.aed of t.he monar and the disappearing carriage batteri....a well
.e of some others .0£ l1m1ted utl11t7~ ~ the nev harbor deren.es which were
tor the moat pa.r\ .1ted aa tar ....ward aa po.si.ble. "ere baaed on two ba.i.e
weapons. the is- .gun for use apin.' heaY7 un!\. and the long range. nell ott
gun (20'.000 yela. effective. 27,000 7da. aax1mua) tor lla. again., \he amaner
an4 'ta••r W'g.'•.- ib••• 'lIfO weapons log.\her coulc1. take care of almo.'
lUll' DAYal \mil.en' agab.t \hem with 'he ·exception of actor t.orp6do boa.'••
Or1g1nal17, tvea\7-fl"e 16- _"erte•• one Sit l».".rrand t.~,.on. 6- .
• "erie.were pl&Jmed .... followlt . .

U bz:\l'p'
16- -- Cane Rlaabea·
11- · pe6k .1e1aaA .
,- Cape B1l.sakth*
I- Peak I.lad
_. 1...1. la18Dl

im'ael._"U·." Deatttoa
a·oUo n.
a- ·,."Ito' ....

.11"
la­
16­
aa
6­
s­
61l

lflwJ ~~.q.r:rw~£;nv~i t 13,W'
16.6 ill" ,Church... &p].;roved 1934
16# Point Judith {Ft. Greene} .. s-!'T"Jroved 1934
16ft r;oi1\.t Judith -(Ft. O-r·eene)·
16- Beav'eria11-

6" Fo1nt Judith ·(Ft. Greene)
6" Fort Chu.rcl1
6- Fort lJurnelde
8- Fo·rt Church

*Batteries eliminated. auspend.ed. or otherw1se not· furnished
durin.i::; th.e var l)eriod.



IJD 1ft JgU1'-. 7\. Wadavor~·
lS· Ja•••lnk Highland.
16- Boolcav"'-
,- ft. lfa4avor\h·
6- WaY.llnk 111ghland.
,- ft. ftld...•

BD "laRD
16- . . )J". Itl1••
16- ft. Ml1••-
,- 1'. Mll••
,- ft. 111••
". Oape JIq

lIP 8&"_1,)[1 Jill
. 11- ~,. IMI7

la.- ft. It.ol7'1'- ft. Ou.a'la
lee ft ,,'.-
1'- ft ~
I· · ft•.•.,
,- ft•. - .."
a- ft. "'il ·(ft......'. 1'81'->
". ft. 0.."",
I-ft. Wool.

IID,la,W'I'
6- ft. 'qlor*
6- Sa.t Manello

*Batteries elimina.ted, suspended. or- otherwise not furnished
durir~ the war period.

ffhe first two batteries to be completed lfere the 81l and 16- batterl••
at Fort Ohm-en in the Harbor l>efenses of l~arr8&ans.t' Bq, construction of
which had been authorised under the, previous project (8).. They yere finished
and manned in Janua17 and Mq of 1942. respectively. i'heflr,.t battery \0
be e11m1nated from \-he proJeci vae the 16" ba\te17 at :i'ort 'iadsworth which
vas clropped by the local lite board. liork on' the other batteriel proeee4ecl
according \0 priori'l•• a••igned for their conatructlon. In !OY8Bber 1942
nine low priority 16H bai~erie. on which construction had not 7et et&Zte4
were eliminated from the projects by the War Department. The reason whiCh
the De~~tment gave tor their action va.. I to place 'his program in a workable
condition and to effect a red'uotion 1n ihe requirementl for seacoast batteriee
in line with the acu~e .hortage of critical materials.- The eliminated bat-
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..
,.ri•• included the one. a\ Cape 1l1aabe\h 1n Portland, Jlour\h C11tt b
8o.\oJl, BeaT.nail in~••~'Bq. Wa'oh Bl11 1n I.O~ I.land 8oun4,
BookaVlq 1a Jiev York. I'on Ml1•• (Gape Ilenlopen) 1n Delaware .,.. 70n
Moaroe and. one .t \he \vo ., lor' eua\l. 1Jl Cheaapeake Ba, and. I ....
I.land h Oharl••\on.

. 81m1lar17. 1n Augua\ 1943. \hlr'een 6- ba"erl•• IDOlt ot whlch ver.
1n advanced. .'ace. of ooapl.'loll. were au.pende4 fro. further construction
becauae an expanalon 1n 'he IIOre pre••l~ field artillery prograa had cau••
a ahor\ace of CUll tub... !he•• 'ba"erl•• were \U14er oonstrue'ton and eo••
had' been ooaple'. with the ezoep\loll of the 'ub... !he cutback in con.true­
'lea lncludea. 5. 6- \)a\'.rT at each of 'he tollowlDg place.: Cape nlu.b.\h
in Por\le.Dd., 70," Fo.ter la Por\8IIIOuth. !lahant Ia.' Point. lort 'Dawe. and
J'our\h Cliff all h Bo.\on. J'on W'right and ~or' Terry 1n 1.ong I.land Sound.
J'ort Vad.~rth and ~or' Tl1d.eft in I.v York. J'or'- eu.ti. and. J'or\ Wool in
Chesapeu. J8;y, Port Moultrie in Charl••'on and )lor' Tqlor In KaT W.,t.
ftnal17 a cutback 1n Boy_bar 1M3 att.c\ed \hree 16' batt.ri••• olle a\ J'or'
Dav•• In ••"011. one at lor.&n... in~••,' Bq and one at 7isherman'.
I.land in J.oD£ I.land 801m4. In \he ed, \her.fore. \"el•• of the planned.
' ••11\7-f1•• 16- _"eri••, ea4 elp,••ft. .1 \he p1aaaed tillJtV-••e " ." ..1••
ver. ao\l1&l17 oUlpl.,ea clurlng the war period. 10•• of the !leY b.".ri•• were
no' aeiual17 flIl1W1ea. unt11 \he 'war had \abn .1ICh a 'urn U1a\ the need \0 ...
thea,,,, .0' pea' and tor ~. laok of per.a..l. whlcb bact b••n 'raD.etezara4
\0 other 4.\1••••tall. of the Mnor 4.t.n.... \beT were .eyer ....ea.

l' })~. apparen\ fJQa a Blaaoe ., \he '\abula'·lGD tty barber A.t.....
• t ... 1'- aJUl a· 'bat'.ri.. ~t tAe ooablD&·'l•• of plaDalag an4 CU\baokl
atfeol.'" 0.. la a Alit....' .... Ieae ".re cr~'1T ob.aap4. ad .'r~
enelltt .pi'. of GUbacke .a Ian-apn..,,_h~ &D4 Ch...... :aq..·.
th. alrea17 .1....b1• • t..... .1 I .. t •• aB4 'Bo.'OIl en1T a slagle b."eI7of"",.,e .... at14tMl bel'her pl..e. -., hUON ancl &7 W••t CO' e"".• 1­
.tkIT apl4Nle. au Oharl••ka. t ... ¥hlob & 16· aB4 a ,- _".3:7 ba4 -.. '
.-.&v114. CO' ..1-,••. Ill.. \De 18- ~&".17 .' ...1••' ........... :,.
·1M3 it ... .-l&eat "'t......\tliactal•• aho1l14·" hftllaH4 -. .-pp1:~,...,-
..... la- 'Ba".17 JbJcer. 'Ia \he '.11••_ hb.....,- ooae\ruo'toa.... " ..
•,~ ... a Rev··pa .,._..,. tIM ... lor trh16 liM. keD. .._.- , ... hl -...
,..... A alail... ptI ." • ." va. ...","'. t • ., • 1,· ·lta".., .t~."· .Jlll .
Del..... with t.h. aov..eni of 014 .".17 Ha.1." tlOa 1t. fOl'ller looa'loD. \1P
t,he 'baT at 70n _ul801ll7_ !hl. va. &1ao dolle 1a the spring of iNS.

t-he bcoaple'.... of hai-boJ. A.ten.. U'IUIII.8t1t t\uitlng the period of 1IaSl­
Illa \hre&' \0 our coa.tI1ne nec•••l\a\ed \he ••• of aobl1e 8" r&11vq, an4 'of
l~ ba~"rl•• 80t oB1.7 a. '.apoFU7 aub.lit_'•• on \he 81\•• of bat~.,.l••
under collatrwstlon b·ut &1110 in ••'tlng 'lip teaporaJ7 harbor, defena.s in plao..
where no oth~r armament existed or vas pl81Uled. It 18 interesting to note b
the light of later dev.lopmeniB by which 80~ coast art111e~'" troops were
converted to field artillery to meet a sh.ortage 1n t~t bra71ch, that for short
periods in 1942 field artillery u.lllta equipped with. lOSnu1l nt)witzers and 75ma
guns W87e installed as CO&I\&1 defense and taught \0 flre by coast art111eJ7·
methods. Field artillery guns occupied positions at Beaufort Inlet and
Wilmington. 11. C. and at Palm :Beach and fort Ieuderda.le in :b~lor1da.

At Yar10us t1m•• and tor Yarylng perlods ba"erles of 155mm guns were
emnlaced to nrOtect installations and facilities or to cover favorable lana..
1ng beaches ~\ the follov1ng plac... .lor' Pob' (Penobscot ~). \he aouth
of t.he XeJmebec Uyer an4 Biddeford Pool 1n the Portland Areal Froet Point
in the Portsmouth area; Salt.bury Beach, Rocky Point, Sagamore, East Point,
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lort ltea\h aDd lor' Dav•• 1n ,he Bo.\on area; »u\ler' a Polnt. Mlahaum
Point and lor' Bocbtan 1n 'he Jew Bedford. Areal Polnt. Judl\h. Bea.erta11,
Brenton Poln.\ and Bakonnet Point In ~. Jarracaneet' area; V.'ch Hili.
c.ap II~. (!we '."tI'1••) Stor' 104··n • 'on wrlcb' and 'on 'lerrr b
\he ]It)aglalaacl IoUDd area; J'on Hancock (\"0 ~'\.rl••), Pon Wadsworth
and Jon !'11den 111 \he lie. York area; Oape Henlopen (\vo ba.t 'erie.>. Cap.
JfaT and )'ort, DapoJlt in th.' 'Delaware area; lor' Story. Camp Pendleton and
71~.naan'. Island in the Ch••apeake area; :rort Macon and Bogue Bight in
the !lID of lieautor\ lnle'l Maraball 1l•••rYa\lon. and '0117 Beach in the
Oharl••\ou area; 'he !aporaJ7 Barbo'r Deren••• of WUmtng\oa. B.C. t of
SaTannah. Ga. and of JackloDY1U.. l1a.1 J'ort !qlor and Sa.t Martello in
'he 1:.7 W'e.' area, and at til. temporary Harbor Deten••• of M1aa1 Beach,
"ort Laud.rial. and faapa (Pa...a-Grl11e Beach).

In addi'ion 88 Ja111f&7 pn. vera ueed at Y&rloua tlm•• at J'ort Banoo..
J'ort .MU••. (two batierl••). Fon Custis (two batteries). and Jlort 5\017.

Aa aev OOJl8tructton progre•••d and vaa coapl.ted and •• 'he war .1'ua-'
.len ehanged. \h... lta,terl•• "ere ..eplaoed bT .ew liz. ba\,...l ••• ~7

ba'~.r'l•• of toIIIl or aaUez- caliber can-, or were el1Bl1na,ea. entirely ...
paraonael va. ItO longer ••&11&01. \0 man them. Beaufort,· IDl.'. which .up­
plied & .·.f.. \0 00&1\-.1.. ahlpplDC in the· ~bmarln. 1nf••\ecl Carol1aa"
Cap•• -regione, va., furnllhe4 w1\1\ a -\'817 each .f 5- andS- ...&1 etm.
!n ~. tall of 1942. !he ~BD·. h ~. aou\h were all .11.111&\84 1n 'he tall
of 1944 aner ob&1lg1Dc tro. '-1&5'~ \0 9Omaeun. lnthe .....r of that 7.ar~

!he lUaa ad ,_. ra1lway cam. were ao'",- onlT a'ep-ppa ... la li..
of the 1I1looapl.__ pro.,m ~,. '1taDF _".ri•• l1a\ec1 1. \he proJ._.
•• ... loac-- .~.. "era U ac\\1&ll"'lUUUlecl. or aalJl\a1aed. for po••lble
""BlRC' 'aD4 Uletz re.oYal va..., authori 'u 'he r ·or lat. f~l
.f INa. 'la ra1 w\a1loes lIO~tar \a".rt e4 •• \he a,an .,
\he """ hha.,. \h. 1afl .t \1\e»O .'\eri•• \0 " rek.1De4la

.& po,".: ",,-1. wla a._lag u\aU.'U 10..., .. 1M2,

A ...W po'-l.. la Ja&rbo. ·~eaa.·AftI.··..., waa areal.til. cu.. po..a..
'b.Ut\7 .t .- \U fa., aM JM*erhl ..ur -'rpelo ~'vh1ah. a1~

ae' .... :~. va. aehlaYlac a ne. proalaeace in 'ita ao.' reo..'4eYelop­
.ent••' ~....•al7ezt.\bg harbor 4.ten.. anaaaent of IIUOh Yal\\e in ooaba'bc .
'h....·· crat\ 'were t.n. a- rapid. fire lta'~er.l•• ¥hl. ware orlglDally 81t.4 \0 .
coyer 1dBe tl~ia anA haaper epbg- opera'tone. ~rt7-.1gh\ aa 'ba".n•• t

with aa maDT •• six cuna la lIa\terl••· were in existeace in \he 19301 ••

11081'-01&1 4.ten•• against motor \orpe4o boa\8 vas oontempla"ed. hoveyer. .\
the a.\~ o~ til. war but eoae s· _"eri•• "ere later r ••1ted tor 'hi. purpo•••
In the aprln,; of 1942 an experimental batter.r (Battery #21) vas lnstalled a\
Fort Story. Va.. for use by the Coast Artillery' Board in devising 'actio.
for thia t)'lle of defense. utilising the 90uun AA. gun as a seacoast weapon.' Anti­
aircraft fire control apparatus was also utilized. As s. result of these tests.
batteriea vere plarJIisd and appeared in all harbor defenses later in the year.
The firet pattern ~led tor two fixed 90mm guns. two mobile 90mm gune and
two m.obile 37mm (or 40mm gun.). Supplemented by 3tt guns arld AA. guns with
••condarT ~J3 missions there were AM!:B batteries of 90mm g'Jns in the harbor
defensea &8 follov.: ten batteri•• in Portl~~d. two in Portsmouth. fiye in
Boston. four in liew J)edfo~d. three in liarragansett Ba:r t five in Long Island.
Sound,- fiy. 111 5ev York, thr•• 111 Delaware Bay, four in Chesapeake BaT and
'YO in Ie7 W••,. !he•• a18bera "ere reduoed from time to time but aOlle of
~he 90mm batteri•• were .till manned when all other armament aloDi; the coast
except a few 6- guns had been placed on a maintenance status.

c· ;;;;;:
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The Anq a1ne tield8' whioh. had been plaDned tor t,be harbor defena••
were laid in place L:mediatell' after the declaration of war. On ,the Ne.
England Coast a aingle mine planterJ the BAIRD , in spite of severe winter
COl1ditions laid all the mines in Portland, Boaton. Port.mouth and larra..
l&nsett Bay, completing the work in earlT r.brua17. During 1943 the &Ya11­
ab111t)"ot the new ll4 ground m1n.ea to replace t,he older bu.07&llt t7.re callseel
at. rev1al00 or projects •. The ground mine. which rested on the ocean floor,
..8 therefore out of the way of .hipping passing over and. therefore not sub­
jec~ to dulaC.. ~18ut min.., part,lcularly in cbann.18 were 80 ott,en~
aged tba~ large 1181ntenance problem was oontinuoua17 present and even tthen,
the fleld was llJcely to be only partly efficient. Moreover the new project.s
were extenalYe .DOUgh to· do 8W8.7 with al17 necessity tor using the Navy con­
tact 1Iiil. fields lIfhich were unstable in their location and bad' a llmi.ted
life. A large' field wa~ swept. up in Cbeaapeake .,.. which bad ~8n down leas
than a Tear and few ...'re found \0 " .tID .rt~iv.. The new mine projects
called tor ten groups in Portland# fourteen groups 1n Portsmouth, t,hirt.T
groupe in Do.toni 81neen groups in Harragauett BaT (or which roar, the
outerl1ne, were ROt plaftt.ed), ~..t,T nine lroupl in lew York, th1rt7-t1ve
groupa in Delaware BaT and 81xtT..~hree CrouJMI in Cheaapeake BaT.

Guns and aiD...are of course otYalae onl7 when manned by trained and
ettioiant, peraoanel. ~. alq \he ...t coast were aanned in ..,-Ji.o.& de-­
creea aad at.lWlgtih daring the war period in a080rdanee with chang•• 111 our
own eapabU1Uu and. tho••, of tlw eo..,.. BYen in 1943~ howeYer, when t,he
barber cl.t..... reaeheel \heir erea,..t t ....op .t....tJ1, \.re .... tat,t.eri..
of C- wh1ch were Dot -.nIled.IIl ahMr «a-U\7, it !lOt &1111l78 111 qualltTtJ
CMlJ' ......- ~t,~ ~re ~_ adequat.e '" &D1' poII·.1Dlllt.T ot .t.ta*~

a~ 1dea .f ooadlt1oall 1Ib1oh preYa11ed .Wore \be fall or 1940. aacl
\heJ'etore of ,he -.pit,_ or Uae pro~lta ot ..,.••1oa,oan 1M p •• , ....
talttac .. _.,1.. \he torM ill I .. -"1aDd aacl Delaw.....laT. 1a II.- aq..
laDd._aU -..., 1tJaUae ·1KOe.~.- of.••a. Wriab.t.. (1Ib1•.,~.,....• ~llT1a III __ 10*) ,~~.tat.ua., ,(11). ~ .. o.ae\
~ s.aa- t,o 1;M 1aJbor·W .... of Port.laDd, tbe -9th _0
AlUUaI7 ,. t.ta. Barbor~.hf~ fit .__\OIl,. the lOtb·'OoN\ ~rt1Ueq t.o\_
....~ hi .,.'~'IaT"tM UUt coan An111.,. \0 to .Bar-
bor ht ,of 1ali Ialaad seaaL fiWa the 8~. 9th and .lOtrh· CA, all
1IIl1_ laaAl.......' ....""ertooaalft1A& 1--1&117 .t leea \baD 100
.. all eagap4 111' oarettkiD& tklt,T OD17.' 011- or t.•• oar.t.ak~ ea17 ....

-~ at. tJ\e Rarbo·r Deteaaea ·or Po~t,h &ad lew ~ord (....pct.~
reapecUYe1T 01 PorUaad &DCl ~et,t 1&7). fAe ~ta CA fiatloaecl at
ro~ II.Q. Wn.pt, a1.wI.7a .4 ....ra1 aot,!Ye '11111\1 lxl~ 111 .pitre of tJU.a, Fort.
nOble aadTerl7wh1ah .... &lao 1a the Barbor Delena.. of Long I8laad Soaad
.ere ~oaed and on a caretaking .tat118. The onlT coast artWAt17
\roOpa in the Harbor Deren... ot t8e Delaware were those of Battery E, 7t.h
Cl,conaiating of \two otticers and about 50 men. (12) From. the••, caretaker
detachments were furnished of about 28 men at Fort DuPont.. 6 .., at Fort
DelAware, 6 11811 at Fort JIott, and 6 aen at, Fort Saulsbury. The guns of the
Harbor DefeDau or SoutJwrn li.. Yol'k (Ft. Bud.ltoD aDd Ft. ifadSWOrUl) bad .
not'been fired .ince 1918. Thia was not an exceptional case. For example,
in the aW'llBttr of 1941 all of the Hew England tatteries Ii even the mortars and
ci1eappear1n& guna .ere put in eo1ilniaalon and tired including functional tir­
ing. for thea. batter1e. tor which DO "Raing personnel was available, and
d.r1D& tb1a period guna ~.~ tired. which had never even~ proo!..tired ~
tor.. ca. reaacm tor Uda· O&JI be aeeD tros precaut10na taken at the tiring
ot the 16- Batt.err Long loca~ d1rec~1T 111 the rear of the town o! Hull J

Jiaaa. , CoDa1dera.bl. aec~iona of the town .ere OOJD.Pletel¥ evacuated. Possible
daJIai. kolvU1an CO'IIUn1t.l..... &lao teared from. other initial firings.
Act.uallT.• however, al.raoat no ~. was don••



Ba"e17 A of \he 31.' CA va. ao\ly&t.e4 In ~.7 V••, in JanV&FT 1943
and 'he remainder of the reglllent. which va. ac\ly&ted at Cusp Pea41et,on•.

. aoyed ~ ~. V••, la AprU. where lubJeo' to .ub••quant reduction. and
chang•• of 4••1cna\lon 1\ re.a1ned \ho'Ggh 80•• of 1\. b.".rl•• were la'..
•-"1ona4 la !lID'. whlch ".re a4alD.l.'.~e4. \y K. W..,. Prn1.oua \0 1\.
arrl.al 11l ~.,. W••~ and allb••quell' ~ the 4eparture of ~. 265'h CA, 0 ••
ba't\allonof ihe263c1. CA fro. Charl••\oa va. 8\&\loned ., Iq W••' \eaporarl17.

!he tire' big out in harbor d..fen.. \roopa ca.. in March 1944 r ••ultbc
in a re4uc.lon of approx1Jaate17 ~ of perlOnnel. (13) 1fhe 8th. 9\h. 10\h.
ll'h. 6'h. and fth Ql reglllente. \he 286ih. 287\h and 288\h CA lin. (B,-) ...
well .a ••naln ba"er1•• of 22Dd. 23rd, 240'h, 241.'. 242nd. 243d, 245th
and allb. two ba"erie. ot 'he 246'h CA :Regiment. were relea••d. '\0 AG-'.
ft1.1. lett Olle .tne bat'.J7 'and ., «un b."en•• ill Portlaad. one .1ne an4
Wo p1l ba",rl•• 1a PonDlOuth. two alae aa4 • .,..n gu. b.".rl•• tn BoaMIl.'wo gna ba'~.rl•• 1n New Bedford, one aiDe and fl.,.. gun bat'eri•• in
Iarracan••'~ Bq. .eYen·gun bat~.rle·. in Long leland Sound. Wo .In. anA
.1gb.' pn lta"er1ea 111 lew York. on. aln. and. tour C'Ul ba".r1.. 1n Delaware
.Bq. three .1n. ba'\erl•• and .nen gun ."eri.. in ·Cb.eaapeake :BaT. \.0 CIIJl
\."u-l•• at lteaufo!" 1111.'. four gull ba"eri•• h Charl••\oa (lnclud1Dc UleDD'. ot Wi1a~tont SaTannah tmd Jackson.1Ue) and .1%. gull "".rie. 1a K.,.
W••t (lnol'a41Dg \he !RD'. of M1am1, Lawterc1ale and fampa). th... _·o\al. la­
elude ... -pa _"eri•• tho•• whlch 41d IW)' ... &III' &rIlAIIellt 1)u' were re\alae4
\0 BI&1n\ah the larger ~lb.r pna .lnc. \he oalT ba".rl•• &o\l.e17 .....
after \hi. "b. vu-e ,8 aD4-9OIIl. !'he "tal authorised .'reag\h .f CA foro••
III ~. Barber D.,..... hc1l1d1ac olfl••ra aa4 Varna, Offleera .....15,60.3.

""-1",. ·lOo\ober 1944 11111\. la \he !&arbor 4.r..... were re4••1«aa'e4
..4 ~caalncl ".r new \abl•••f orpalsa'le. (1~). While th1. 414 ..,
..'.r1a1l7 4ear..... '.he .Wlber at ."erl•• ·(_leh were ...en lnoreaaedla ....
pla...> SA'eI'Ba1 ."Deal•• re.1J1.tM11a a .4eor..... of k'&1 pe:rao_l __ .pproa-,
""e1T 14,000. ~.•'1ag aatl. were ....1pa\••• 1.\'••.a. ." ..1•• at
-~ ....-'••'Wloaa ... 1.""."eIi...f a~ .Jet ,~';•
...........,••"erl.. a.1 Sa \he .....r .uta.' ·UI·•• th ____
'g,a.... as f.ll..., b ' ••Uaa4 .. 181'h ad 186\h OA h-.(", rl.";~
.-'-riM). __.\on, th. 18"h aa4 Mlat Ql .-. 'eaeb. tly••',-,-••),::.
_.. -.uoft. ~. Harbo~ ht..... of 11.. hUoN (\hr•• 1." ...... ba'\e"") •. '-.
~.,' __t til. 188\)1 OA Ita (tour 1."'" 'b.".rl••) aD4 \h. 189.••
BIl( \hree lMkz-e4 ba".rle.>. b Loag lalaa4 So..u. ih. llO~ CA Ba (~
l"~ba".rl..) &ad \11. 842D4 CA in (tlye 1e-_'.re4 'b.".ri••) aD4-$he

. 245\h CA • (.0 1."ere4 b."en••). la Delaware 'be 21.' CA Jln (als 1."--'
bat'.rie.>. la Oheaapeake Bq \he 2nd CA Ba (.1% lei'.red ba"erl••> aa4 the
1?5t1l ,QA. h. ()'our l.'ter·ed Datteri••). in Beaufort hi.' the 246th aa4 241tll
OJ. ))'17-. 1n Charleston the Harbor Defen••• of Charle.ton (three 1.t~ere4
batteri••). lnJackaonvl11e 'he 248th CA. Btry, 1n Wllalngion the 249'\h OA :BtJ7,
in Iey Ve.t ~. Harbor Defenses of Key \feat (three lettered ba'teri••). 111
Lauderdale the 250th CA 3t~~, in M.iami the 251at CA. Btry-, and in Tampa. tbe
252nd CA .Btry.

The !'HD of Savannah had been dropped in June. !hoBe at :Beaufort Inl.t.
Jacksonville, Miami, Lauderdale and Tampa were dropped at the begi~l1€'of
lJoTember. t.le') ,

The next large reorganlza'lon and r'eductlon ,,~al ordered in the sprl1lg
ot 1945 (15)'. Ooncurren\ wl\h \he reduc\lon the removal· of una f1.14. va.
directed on 20 March. All numerlca.l designation. were dropped 1n faTor of
lettered designations of batteries of Ilarbor Defenses. Tventy..nine batteri••
aa well as numerous battalion headquarters and headq.U&rtera detachments were
inactivated effective 1 April. The inactivation of five additional batterie8
(mine) was to b. effected~•• soon as possible and before 1 July. This reaul\ed.



in a .1ngl. mine battery in each harbor defense which had had underwater
defenses; at least one 6" battery in each harbor defense with two in
Fortland, Boston, Narragansett Bay And long Island Sound and ~hree each in
New York and Chesapeake Bay; and finally two AlM'B batteries in F'ortland,
long leland Sound and Chesapeake Bay and a .ingle battery in Boston, New
York .and Delaware Bay .Thie doe. not indicate that ninetreen 6" batteries
.ere actually manned atter this time ainee 80me unite .ere apecUically
designated and organized as maintenance batteries and others would be re­
quired to devote a good part of their time to maintenance. The term 1.
used rather to indicate the type Table or Organization trom Which the bat­
teries were tormed (T/o and E 4-.67, 11 April 1944) and the cells of that
table which could be utilized.

The most significant developments in seacoast armament during the war
years were the advent of: radar and the Anti-Motor Torpedo Boat battery (13).
Prior to radar, the range limitations imposed by visibility would have pre­
vented the employmerlt of bn and major caliber weapons at their normal effec­
tive range, since daylight visibUity on the J.,tlantic Coast cannot be counted
on to be more than ten to· fifteen thousand yards during most daylight con­
ditions and, under searchlight illumination at night, does not usually ex..
ceed eight thousand. Visual surveillance, too, is often UJlsa.tisfactory and
can be depended on only in good .e&~her or close to shore. The advent or ra­
dar removed visibUity restrictions and although it was not by any means com­
pletely perfected during the 'Wa.r years it nevertheless began to appear &s the
most likely possibility tor the pr1mar.r means of surveillance, fire control.,
and position finding. Th. radar types in most general use in 1944 and 1945
were the SCR--S82 and SCR--682 for aurveUlance ~ the SCR-296 tor position find­
ing and fi-re control tor 6~1 batteries and the SCR-547 tor 90mm batteri.., al.~

though this latter was designed as an optical t.rack, range only .et. The soa-­
547 could be uaed, however, with aome practice, \0 give azimuths though not
vel7 accurate ones. In some caa.s~ thia set was IIOditied.1n such a ~ ... 'to
pemdt .ttectiveun.een 'tire. The SCB-S84 was· found IDUq.J IDOre auit.ed t.o the
purpoa. but ... not available and therefore did not 'come into general uae•

•.etualq., the whole queaUonor theJdtTB batte.r:Y ... tied1n 'Y1Q7 010"17
wit.h ...... ' ""Ita DO~ tarae'\ 11&8 equipped ta· 187 ,saoke:&&a1Det opt1~ ct.tea..
Uoa.. and. .lnce it .... ita_It -equipped wlthradar also,ltwaa aaatllleCl that 810-­

tor torpedQ .boat attacks wouldDO~occurat night or duringperioda of PQOI
visibility. -Under thea. e1rcuaatane••, \be visual ..ana of .tireocmtrolan4
position finding in ccabat.t1ng torpedo boat attack would be or l1ttJ.e T&lue.

ExperiJaental work· ot much value in developing tt18 tactics or AllTB bat­
teri.. .aapertormed in the Northeastern Sector by ita- Harbor Defense.. Tb1a
was made possible by the locat.lon of the Naval Motor Torpedo Boat Tra1n1.na
Center at 'Ilelville, Rhode Island. Since both the Army and }lavy were develop­
ing the tactics of the same weapon trca dirt.rent angles the arrangement W&8

mutually agreeable and highly eatistactory. From the Arntj' standpoint thea.
exercises dealt mainly with fire control methods and with determini..'Flg the
coaparatdve effectiveness of impact rlcoehet and a.ir burst fusing.

On tile twenty-fifth of Jul:y~ 1945 a letter was sent to Crri.ef of Staff,
U. S. Army J reconl!!lendir~ the adoption of a unified t.raining program. £or Har­
bor Defenses (17). By this date, the eone'lusdcn of the war in rurope and the
distance of the Vier in the Pacific had J.-~rmitted the Harbor Defenses, pa.rtic­
ula.rl~T those of the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, to return almost to r:"eacetime
status. It was pointed out that the troop level.s in those installations had
been arrived at on a caretaking basis. A prograin was suggested which would
maintaill the armament of the Harbor Defenses in suitable condition and allow
for a small number of target practices. The program. was to include alao the
training of Coast ArtillerJ replacements and attention was called to the fact
that the continental harbor defenses constituted the sole source of such men
for t.he Army of the United States. The continuance of the Coast Artlllerj
School and the Submarine tUne Depot was strongly recommended as was the inclus­
ion in the training program of ex;perimental work with new weapons 5u.chas
rocket.s ,
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CHAP'l'ER III

JOINT PUNNING AND EXECUTION OF THE DEFENSE

When war came to the United states in December 1941 there 1s no denying
that we .ere unprepared tor it. Thi8 18 not to aay, .however, that nothing
had been .tart.ed by way of preparation or eYen that the attack came as a
surpris., .&1though the direction and tilDe of the attack undoubtedly did.
A joint Ars:r and Navy basic war plan (Rainbow No. S) had. been prepared ear­
lier in the year which named our presumptive enemies and 'ouUinec1 the spec­
ific ..asure~ which .ere t,o be taken against thea. This plan was baaed in
part on the Report of Unit.ed states .. Br1tieh start Conversations which had
been made in Karch. The Conversations &8 quoted in the plan had included
not only a concept of the nature or the .'ar which seemed certainly imminent,
but an overall strategy tor waging it.

Several years before ill., IIOreoYer. and with no particular 'war in m1nd,
another aigniticant planning docuaent had' been prepared which laid down the
specific organization andaechaDi8lll tor ooordinating our two military .erY­
ic•• in war. This -&8 the Joint Action of the Ant¥ and NaV prepared b7 the
Joint Board in 192:1 and ren..d by the Joint Board in 1935. We ••re -ell
prepared tor war 80 tar as plans and procedure. ..reconcerned. We ••re not
prepared bI" the &Warenesa of the public, and, lacking that awaren•••, ••
&lao lacked trained men .and weapon••

Predon. t.o the tol'lllllat1on of JAiN (called FtP 155 by the NaYy) there
had Deyer been adetinitA policy laid down on tbed1rls1on ant! coordination
of the tuacUona of the t,wo,••rvic...!bere had been inatancea of joiDt .op-­
.ration but the.. had. been ••paratAq and, tortbe ~t part,. looa.ll7 ar-­
ranced. Baa... th·. __ real1aaUoa .hiob prc.pW the writ1n& of lUll
__.~ taoU1tat.cl bTlt.a PftW1al...,jo1n\ .peat.1- lattbi. war~
.-t,he U8\1&l rat-her \baD \he ClOfIPtlonal pro~. ApertiDeat ua91e
1. the .'.ot.that Dayal ottioera ... aaalaD-dto iihe beadquartera of Kaatern
DeteDaeC-omr'·nd aot. .a 11&11101l ott1oera_~..... <rkiD& ...bera of \be .Wt
of the Commanding General. IDDwaerable.~·.of this exchange of orti-
cera could be cited, -.at notabl7 perhapa,.· Tenth Army in ~. invasion ot
OkiRaWa when the Deputy Chief 01 statf t.o ..." eral Buckner ... .a Dayal officer.

The basic plWJdse of JAAN was that, nit 1. vital to8UCCes. in war that
the Army and the Navy 80 coordinate their action .a to produce theaoat et..
tectiv. Dltualaupport. To accomplish this, it 1••••ential that both 88nta

ices ha'Y8 a common, definite understanding of their reap.cUTe functions in
national defense and of the approved methods tor attaining coordination in
operations. tt The Joint Board, thereforeJ in the pUblication analyzed the
complex problem of defense; assigned missions and responsibilities; defined
tenns, areas and agencies; and formulated organizations and standardprac­
tice. for routine joint planning and operations.

It is not intended here to cover the whole pUblication since is is con-­
crete and concentrated and could only be covered by 'quoting it entirely word
for word. However, certain sections or JAAN formed the basis for the defense
or the easteIn coast and must be extracted to understand how the derense was
accomplished.
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<n the aatter of coordination it W&8 decided that 1t is the duty or t.he
caa-ander of the ..me. which ia not 1nv••~ with. the primary reaponalbU..
1ty tor the oonduct, of an operation to Nnder eYer;( poaa1ble ...latA.nce to
the -.nder of the ..rdoe whioh 1. inY..ted with auah reepona1bUity. Two
metboda of coordination ••re toreaeen, - aut.ual cooperation which .... to be
the no~ method, and t,he exerci.e of unity' or comraan,d which was t,he method
to be u..4 in certain 8pecial caeu. These caaes ••re, .herl ordered by the
Pru1dent, or wben provided tor in joint agreeraenta betaeen the Secretary of
War and the Secretary of t.he Navy, or when c»anandera of A~ and Navy torc••
agreed that the 8ituation required ~. exercise of unity or C01WIIind and fur­
ther agreed as to the .erne. that should exercise it. Unity or coomand, in
an operation, vested in one commander the reapona1bU1ty and au'thorlty to
coordinate the ·operation. ot the participating forces or both ••",ices. This
w.. to be done by the organization or task forces, the assignment ot aiasiona,
the designation of· objectives and the axerci.e of such coordinating control
as he deemed neC8S8&17 ,to insure the auccea. of th·e operation. However. the
_ exercising cont.rol .... not authorised to interfere with the admin­
istration andd1aclpllne of th,e forces or the other ••rvice nor to issue any
1nat.ruct1onato IlUch toroea beyond tho••eceaa&rT tor eftective cOordination.

Beyond g.u.ral principles, the ••ction or JAAN wt~ch is or aoat interest
here 18 the- one which deale with the detena. ot the coast line. Aa a tirst
-tep in COOZ'dinated action, geographical areas were 4el1m1ted and t.enaed
tlcoaat.al trontiers". These .ere cl.tirled as ftaeoarapbical diY1aiona or our
coaatal area eatabl1abed tor- oraanizat1on and _end purpose. in order to
1naure the effective ooordination ot Anq and BaV tore.. -.aployed in coastal
trontler cletenae,~~ Within each ooaat.al tronUer. an &lIlY officer and. a nayal
ottloer would Clem.....and 0,"1' all force. of tbe1r ...apecti'V'...rnee
which .... aaa1a. tor the cleteoae f:4 tboaecl1Y181one:. Onth. Atlantic .bore
of tbe Un1W states there ..,re two ooaetal troDUera ..t 'ott -hieb were
t.en.d \he North AUaDUe Coaat.al Frontleran4 tbe SOUthenl eoaatal Frontier.
!be tUat, .exteDde4 ,tJ-aa& the Canad1Ul DoNer t.o a ,,11De 1D North C&rol1Da. ,&ad
\heeeOODd ' trea tMre to tJaenorida h7e. aad thence _rUl aa4 Qat,
areUDd the 'OIIlt' t. to the R10 Qrancle. !he.. tao lar&. and b&a1c clivia1ona,
... aat,w"ot tact. t.encIecI \0 be obacRlrec1 and a1IIoe\ to dLaappear ..~
etteoWal _enG orpa1.sat,1ofta when other .,.01...... cml&tecl later. Jiey...
ertMl..., \he7 .... the priaazy territorial diY181on.

The tw1cUona ot the f,wo "1'V'1~ were diY1ded 111 coaat.al frontier deten..
in auob a way -\bat the Aftq w.. to provide and operate the mobU. land and &1r
torce..~ for the dlreot detenae of the CO&IIt and to provide, aaintain.
and operate ....ntial harbor'delen.... TbeP.avy functions .ere to control and
protect ab1pp1Dg in the coasW • ones , to conduct nayal operations directed.
toward the ·<teteat of anyenelG'" torce in the vicinity of the coast, and to sup-­
port, tile Arsy in repelling attacka on coastal objectives.

The Coastal Fro.."1tiers were divided so tar as a~~· jurisdiction was con­
cerned, into eectors and further into subsectors. i;'i~.in t.heae divisions, of
course, were the harbor defenses which werediacussed in the previou8 chapter.
Within the tiorth Atlantic Coaatal Frontier, sectors co:rres:ponded to tCie already
existent Coast ArtUletY Districts, and to some extent as well to l~arcti Dis-­
tricts, although two l-lav&l Districts were included in the Delali'a.re - Chesa­
peake Sector. Within 'the Southern Coastal Frontier, where there was orJ..;,'" &

single Coast ArUller:t District desigr.ate<1 (the 4th CAD) sectors corresponded
inatead to Naval Districts.

Frontiers, .ecton, and sub••ctors, as functioning tactical organizations
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.ere to come into .n.tenee only in war-time, .when Coast Artillery Districts
would cease to function and their commanders and head.quarters become automat­
ically the corresponding commander and headquarters in the war-.t1me chain or
command.

starting at the north, ,the New England Sector (Portland, Boston, .and lJew..
port 8ubaectora) included the coast trom the Canadian border to the Rhode
Island--COnnecticut boundary; the New York ·S.ct~:- (lDng I.land and New Jersey
Bub.ectora) trom there to a line in New J.ra~y" 80uth or the Sandy Hook PeJ14­
insula; the Delaware-Chesapeake Sector (Del.~ware and Chesapeake subaectors)
from there to aline 1n North Carolina .hiei, .as the southern boundary of the
NACY. The Southern Coastal Frontier was divided into three sectors I the Car­
olina Sector trom t.he southern boundary' of the HAC' to the Georgia-Florida
border; the Florida Sector, .all of Florida west to the Apalachicola River;
and the Gulf Sector from there to the Rio Grande.

This was the original organization as set up by JAAN. Actually I however,.
when sectora began to tunction, the Ne. Jersey subsector and the Delaware sub­
.ector disappeared between the New York and Philadelphia subsectors of the
liew York .. PbUadelpbia Sector. TheCbeaapeake Bay .ector was not 8ubdiY1ded.
and a new Soutbem. Sector was created with carolina, nodda, and Eastern Gulf
sub.ectors. The changes wi thin the NACF .ere made by the Firat Army'. North..
eastenl Theater l>etenae Plan in llarch 1941 and confirmed. by Rainbow No. S.

Conaldering po_8ible enemy attacks against our coastal frontiers, JAiN
decided that thq II1ght b. cl ltied a. ot twO aeparate type., .. llajor and
ainor. When control of Yitral areas could not be 1I81n~.d clue to our
iRter1or1\T in Ila.,al power, ct••truction of our n ••t. or ita aba.nee in di...
tant waters, ••riou8 attack. aaa1nai our coaa\altronUer were poa81ble and
aiaht be expeot.ed aca1nsta\rateaic:al1Jr 1JIportantare&8 when the eI1esv poa..
....ed the .-.qui.ite force and ..nne tranaportation. The•• attacka mcht
be of ..Jor proportiOll8 and aigh\ baYe ... t,heir object the block&d1Dc otour
coaat or the ••CIlrbg of an area torue .. a*obbead, naYal ...,or W
~.. .

So -1oD&. ·be....er••• our n ..t J'ltt&1necl CO'IB8'ld. of the .ea, or 80 10111 aa
such ac..,ne! reaaiDed 1ft eIi.ptate, our oou\al troaUera borderin& upon ~be ~

areas in which eur- fleet ....operaUng mgnt, be regarded .a protected against
a Jlajo-r attack~ But neither COJJI1I&Dd or the ... nor superiority ot our air
torces in ~ giYen local1t¥ could be counted upon to prevent surprise attacks
or raids by minor naYal tore.. tor the accompl1abm.ent of minor ads.ions. Minor
operations Bdght bave a. their objective reconnaissance, mining, counter-mining,
or destruction ot shipping or installations.

On the baais or these two types of possible enemy attack a concept of
If categories of defense" was promulgated, under which the degree or })reparation
in coastal frontier defense and the defense measures to be taken, including
the annament to be lDallned and the forces provided, was made to depend upon
the enem-r and enemy capabilities. In Category-ttAn were coastal frontiers that
would probably be free tram attack but for which a limited defense should be
provided against possible but improbable isolated raids. In the original def­
inition of this category the nominal show or defense was to be made for "polit­
icallt rather than tactical reasons. Category "Bt' was assigned to frontiers
that might be subject to minor attack and Category ftC" to those th.at in all
probability would be subject to minor attack. categories nD" and nEtt, respect­
ively, .ere tor frontiers that Il1ght be, or in all probabillt,y would be, sub..
ject to major attack. A sixth Catego1¥, fly", was used to denote the defense
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of an extra-continental area which might be eubject to either minor or ..jor
attack but tor which no adequate defense could be provided. The island of
Guam .... such an area.

In'the d.finition of each oatego17, the Ipecitic d.fense .....ure. to b.
taken were decided. A. the war developed, however, the detail. of the defense
otr.red were usually derived not trom the category or defense but trom the par­
ticular situation and the aYulabllity of armament and troops, and the defin­
ition of the categorJ .... loosely in'terpreted and later modified accord1n&l;Y.
Rainbow No. ; &8signed the categories to be usunted in various localities upon
the outbreak of war but these were not later adhered to.

One of the most important features of combined operations was the Harbor
Entrance Control Post or HECP. This was not instittlted by JAAll apecificall.y
although something of ita nature was obviou8ly contemplated and experiaenta­
tion W&8 inatituted early in 1941. In June or that year a directive was 1s­
aued over the signatures of the Chief of Naval Operations ·and the Chief ot
staff or the Army which described and instituted HECPs (1). Easentiall1 such
a station 18 a joint Army and Navy command. post in a harbor defense. Ita 111...
nons are to collect and d1.8811J1nate intormation of activities in defensive
sea areas; to control uMacorted merchant shipping in the defensive coaatal
area; and \0 take pro-pt and deciaiye action to operate the elements ot the
harbor der.nee 10 order to deny eft8llY action within the delenaiye coaatal ~rea.

The HECP w.. Yiaual1sed &s being continuously aanned by ~ ofticer of
both the Arrq and the Navy and the nec••aa17 per8.onnel for clerical and COJat­

JBUDi~tiona cBities. The ofticen ..re to be t,he direct repreaentati••• of the
Senior Local Co_.odera of .the two a.nioee with authority .. defined b)' the
CORD8odeJ'a ~ t.ake aDl' action n.....&r7· to accomplish the ada.loa ot the BEep.
Orcl1ftar117, -and when..er ~s1bl., HECP'••ere ill the .... bu1lcl1Dl .. the·
IIalilor Deten.. Co.-end Poa\. laeh one ... to .. equlppecl wit.h a oh&r\ ftKa
where infonaat1oD relaU.e to ...... or o\her pOMrlt1al1T 1IIportaat ,.a.uY1U••
a1c~ 'be plOt.teclO1l •.papIl or·U\aaU... II&» of \be. clef..1.. ooaaW a~.

__ t,dld1lw_alao \0 ecmWA aU otthe OClIaImcaU0D8 tac1l1U.. ne....&17
·to reedY. aDd cli....'na\e 1DtOr8&Uoa and to conaualeat.e with .l~\a of the
bar~ clet~ .etea.. 1D ...... W 'eJiwdDa\e &8 au. oo.tra1h'11caUoD 1Datalla­
tion as poul1tle a ~8Ual aipal _tat-lOll and rece1ring .taUona for underwater
11.t.en1ngpo.t.a.~d1cetorloops, .&Ild 8ODO buoys would all be ••t·up in the
BECP building ~t.aelt wherever thia could be clone.

-
In other words,theHECP was the joint narY. and control cent.er of the

Tarioua barbor defen••.elements tor reconnaissance and detense which .ere pro­
vided by the two ;••rricea. It contrOlled the aoYement of shipping in and out
of the harbor areas through the use of the naval examination veS8els and the
army examination gun battery. It gathered, pooled, and evaluated information
received from the offshore and inshore patrols of the Navy- and trom observa.­
tion posts and beach patrols of the Army I as wel1a..s from the underwat-er- and
radar detection devices of both services.

Such joint plans as were prepared before the war by echelons below t..l-te
War and r~avy· Departments were largely in the· hands of th.e Coast Artillery
Districts and the Naval Districts. A certain overall responsibility on the
Atlantic coast, however, .was exercised by the Firat Army which, it will be
recalled, had been 8.stabl1ahed in 19)2. The First Army mission dealt with
the North: AUantic and theflorth...tern frontier and one of the functions
&asign,d to Army commanders was the development of frontier defense pl8..t18
and other operating plans assigned to them in .. the wa.r plans of the ii"ar De...
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partment (2). The command post exercise or 1937 was played under tentative
basic plans tor the NACF and anas8U1ned New England Theater of Operations Plan(3).

With the ••paration of Field Forces trail Corps Areas in October 1940,
the Cout Artillery Districts came directly under the command and tactical
control or ·Army commanders- the 1st, 2dJ and 3d or the First Army and the
4th or the Third Army (4). The First A.rmy at that tae also had assigned five
active but understrength divisions in three corps (5). The period immediately
subsequent to this was that of the rapid expansion of the }:rmy by the induc­
tion of National Guard units and Selective Service trainees, and the period
also ot the remanning and refitting of the harbor defenses. This time of
training and preparation merged so rapidly with the period of active defense
that one had begun almost as soon as the other. The fact is that the decl&r-a
ation ot war in December 1941\1&5 largely an oftici:U and open confirmation
or a state which had already existed. As early as Oc'tober 1940, General Drum
bad radioed the ~~ar Department tor clarification of the defense status and
received a reply that Frontier Defense Commands had not been brought into be-­
ing and that responsibility pertaining to the Nort.h Atlantic Coastal Frontier
was still re~ined by the First A~- (6). In March 1941. the First ,·Arar:! pro-­
duced and sent to l-ts Coast Art1ller.r Districts a plan for the defense of a
"Northeastern Theatren •

Defense Commands .ere instituted on 17 Karch 1941 (7). Such a cQIIIll&nd
is dat1ned 10 part in JAAN a8 follow.: "In continental United States a d.t..
enee CODIUnd 18 an A:rmy strategic defensive area designate-a tor planning pur­
pose. aa & potential theatre of operations or combined air and ground force••
The d.ten.. ooB88nd includes the coastal frontier which is llwalJ..y cotera1noua.
Combined operationa in .\he defense colllB8nd area ota1r torces and &round
tore.. or all araa ander a aingle cODIIUlder, the Commanding General, det.as.
COII1UDd, will be required it and -henan mYaslon or the area be·coaea 1Iai..
Dent•. the ...anding pneral, defen.e CORII8lld, 1. reapDQ8.1ble tor peaeet1ae
plann1n& tor operaUona of around tore.. uneier hi. e-nd and tor cOlab~d

air~ ·11'0_ operatloaa • •. . ;. ••

IDler til. War Department let\erof 17 Jlarch 1941 the conUnental Un1ted.
SUMS .... 41Y1cled in\o tour atra1",eg1c areaa or Delen.. CoDMnda in order· to
taclli1.a\e aadtoclar117 M8poneib1l1t7 in defen.. planning byel....nts of
the field to'rees. Thi. letter Y1auallaed the Defens. Conmand as a Bort of
prel1Jl1nary COJIII8I1d to an ultimate or possibly ultiraat.8 theatre of operations
and tAnaed it a territorial agency with an appropriate start designed to
coordinate or prepare and to initiate the execution of all plans lorth. em­
ployment of A.nJor forces and installations in defense against enemy a.ction in
the portion or the United.States lying within its boundaries.

Four separate commands were instituted, the Northea.st~ Central, Southern,
and 'Nestern Defense Commands. The I~ortheast Defense Command had the SaIne .

coastal ext-ent, as the North Atlantic Coastal Frontier and extended' ir2and to
include all the territory of the First, Second, Third, Fiftrl, and Sixth Corps
Areas and a small portion of the Fourth as necessitated by the~ southern boun­
dary of the N.ACF. Command ,of the new orgarsizations was asaf.gned as an a.ddi­
tional duty to t~e Commanding Generals of the First (NEDG) J Second (CDC),
Third (SOC), and Fourth (i1"DC) Armies. These Commanding Generals had responsi­
bilities &8. defined in JAA.lf and they were also responsible for -the local coord­
ination of plans for the employment of· Army Forces with corresponding plans of
18:,.al units. This last, tor some -reason, had not been specifically stated
under the definition in JAAN.
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This same letter which instituted tIle Defense Comraands also redesignated
the exiating· Air Districts as 1st, 2d, 3d, an.d 4th Air Foreea and delegated
the reBWnsibil1twr of the Commanding General, GH~ Air Forces, tor the orsani.....
\ion. and planning ot defense against air atta.ck td.thin the continental llmi\s
to an Air Force (h-nmander within each Defense ConDand, e. g., the First Air
Force in the tiortheast Defense Command. This, of course, reduced the plan-­
ning responsibUitiea of General Drum although he was .till responsible for
the ovarall coordL~tion of air })lana with the plans tor other forces. The
resp·onsibilities in watters of domestic disturbances and passive lD8&sures tor
defense aga.1nat air attack were retained by Corps Area Commanders.

Ten days after the authorization of Defense Co.mm.ands, authorization was
received tor the activation or neadquartersand Headquarters Batteriea in
several harbor defen.es where ttley had not previously existed. These included
Portland, Boston, Narragansett ~". Long Island Sound, Sandy P.ook, and the
Delaware (8). lieadquart.ers Special Troops, Firat Army was provisionally con­
stituted on 1 April 1941 and officially activated on the 21st or May (9).

The Headqllarter8 Northeast Defense Coamand was not activated until the
21st of June and. had no eeparate staff (10). All General and Special start

. Officers of the Firat Army were detailed in addition to their other duti•• to
corresponding positions on the .tarr of the Northeast DeferlSe Commanc1er .. Who,
of course, was General Drum, CG First Army (11). !leanwhUe, however. by •
• tart l88IIlOrandum or April 14, a Defense CoD&B.nd Section of the First A.r.trq Gen-­
.raJ. Staftbad been appo1nt.ed tor the purpoae of preparing war plans.

Although V. 'Fint AftIY". plan tor the d.r.nae or the Northeast Theatre
ot Operat1oDs of lI&rch 1941 11&8 still in elt••t" and remained in ett'ect aa a
aatt,erot tact up to and through the t1nal1n1tiat1on of hoatil1U..·• certain
other plana were equally pert.in,ent to activities at this period. Sotae ....­
urea of alwt...re takeniD the Harbor Detenaea &e' earq &8 ,Itiarob 1941 wben tor
...,la -, ~tJ.7 marmec1 barbor defen.. ebIIerYat1G11 post ......tabl1.W
at,~ 8",," Whlah toget.but wlt.h the ,a.lreadToperaU". tort alpal 8\atlon
a'~ 1toIIroe aainta1ned liaison with t-be 'P1ttbtfaval Diatr1ct.1n Norfolk.
UDr1Di w.. ~, tM PJ-ea1dentd1rect.e4 U. lIaY7 to take an4pz-e.-
pare···plane tor tn.. Wen•• or the " ..tam s.dsphere. !hea coeaaiYe 'NIlV)'"
We.tern Hemiapbere Defense Flana required t.rJ8cooperaUon of the Arrq. and.
beg1nn1ng in _or early' June 1941 determined harbor defense policie.s. The
b&a1. otlWHDP 10. 2 was the .saumption that entrance into the-Weatern He&­
iaphere by DaYal Y...ela and aircratt of belligerent powers other ·than those
powera which had aovereignty over Western Hemisphere territory would be
viewed as actuated by a possibly unfriendly i.ntent.. Arrir3 forces were directecl
to engage in comba.t only .hen necessary for their own protection or for that
of other U. S. military or naval forces or tor the prevention of attack on
U. S. Flag shipping OJ belligerent's. Under this plan th.e First ·Coast Artil­
lery District. aasueed n;~;atch StatusH under its previousl~t pr-epar-ed SOP (12).
This alert condition ~fl.ich was similar to provisions which went into force
in otr-16r sections or trAcoaetal frontier provided for: tIle continuous op­
eration of all headquarters; the man-'1ing 0'£ one or more obsex-vation atatior15
and searchlights within each harbor def'ense to maintain continuous sur­
veil1L~ce of approaches to the harbor; tIle preparation and roaintena.nce
of one or more aeacoast batteries in each harbor defense in continuous
readiness to open tire on targets approachi.ng vital water areas j t.he pro­
vi.ion of local defense and concealment tor aeacoast batteries and. in-
stallaUOll8; and the prerAration tor 1::anediate action of harbor derens~ AAA
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groupe. In general. HECpt. were prepared tor continuous operation at
this period and their procedure tested but continuous operation .... not
yet ma1ntain~.

Naval We.tern Hem1ephere ·Defense Plan No.4, extracted by t,he 'tar De-­
partment on 17 September 1941, extended protection to Iceland flAg shipping
and changed the interpretation ~r the presence of ~..xi. vessels in the •••t­
ern Atlantic from "actuated by a possibly unfriendly intent" to "will be
deemed to threaten (our) shipping" end therefore directed their d.estruction.
Further 1t stated that the approach of any hostile force of the Axis Po••ra
to within tUty miles of Iceland, Greenland.. or any British possession on
which any t'nited states m:U1tary or naval base was located .'ould b. deemed
conclusive evidence of ho:stl1e intent and would require attack on such Axi.
forcesunles8 ·an attack under the existing circwi.8tances 1rould be tactically
unsound.· This directive was interpreted as requiring harbor defenee tore..
to engage in combat all Germa.n and Italian· naval veasels and aircraft which
appeared within range of thei'r guns. Finally, under NVrHDP No.5 of October
1941 the Navy was specifically ordered to destroy any German or italian naval,
land, or air forces encountered within ita operating areas, 'which 1n the At­
lanU·c was an area west of the line longitude 100 W as tar aouth &8 lati-
tude 65° N. thence bJr rlumb line to a position 5J'> N, 26° W, ~hence south
along 26° W, .. or ~ughly all or the North Atlf!l1tic, with the exception of
wat.ers immediat,ely adjacent· to Europe, and approximately halt or the· South
AtlanUc.· .

Earq in October 1941~ the War Department directed General Drwa, who
....~ ,1nCarol1na directing FUst Atw.rman.u....ra J to· ••tabl1.h HEOP· •
.at eight locat.iOl18 ,on a tJSining basis .·&Ild prep&-" them tor operat.1cm on
a war basis. . !he locationaiwaed .ere Portland, •• i Portuouth, N. H.;
Boston, :lIaaa.Jhwport, i •. I.; Port H. G. Wr.1&h\. Jf. I.) 'ort Wadsworth.
I. T.I Cape Btmlopen, Del.Jand Cbeaapeake BaT, Va. As ....tter ·ot taet.•
._ BECP'·. bact ·been 1D operat1ODOD ~0De baai•.oranother betore~ Die_­
at .~. ..". 1a~eak•. _ ,tor eZUlp1e.~ early .iIl Jul7. .UAW

. t,M: .."letlon ot ·the pcmancmt. Harbor Deten.aeComaand .Poat,· it tunet1enM
1ft the V.' S.-. Weather Bu.reau buUd1a&. at Port,. St-G17and wasu.-4 .. ·.a~cbool

for.~.·~~noADel (1,). . .: . ;
"

lD a·t1nal a1gn1ticant change, ~ch .a it turned out was hardl)r n.cea-.
-aari # the War ~rtaent ord4red.,in a letter 4f.ted 6 December 1941, that
command at Coast Artillery D18~riCta pas~ from the. ArJIY Commander to the
corresponding Co.rJmumder,Deten.ae Cammand, betore ·the first of Janu.ary (14).

At .\he Uae of Pearl Harbor the. daten8. a1tua\1on on the eastern coaat
ma~r be suamiarized as thiSf overall strategy and general concepts for the
war had been laid down in Rainbow No. 5 and further extended b~r the Navy
\Vestern 'Hemisphere Defense Flans; procedures for joint .Army and NaVjr opera-­
tions were based O:} JAA~ 1935.; in accor-dance v;ith t.nese pr-evious documents
Coast Artillery. Districts and t1aval Districts had F-repared joint plans for
present and future operatdens including those of the Seetors-to...be; overall
direction and'coordination of these pl&~s ~t.umed from the Northeast Defense'
Commarld and ~ts correspondlng agency of the other eervi.ce, t.he North Atlantic
Naval Coaatal~tier;while it had been invested with responsibility tor
defense .planning, the First Army had prepared a plan for the defense of the
North-.aatern .The~t~ of Operations which was stUl in effect; the Harbor
Datense. were~-.nned and ready to &a.WIle battle alerts with such armament
as existed but had not yet been strengthened-by the modernization program;
command of, Air Fer-cea remained under GliQ. and they were therefore not con--

~
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troll8f;l bT Defense Commanders J the naYal forces tor coastal and local 4...
tense at the disposal of Naval Diatrieta ~.re alight and or little Yaluej
and finally, little or DO consideration bad been liven to the po8.1b1l1ty
that Japan might be our initial en..., us) •

.* ... ... *
In accordance with the directiye supplied by JUN, Coast Artillery Dl....

triets were discontinued and the tactical organizations of sectors and sub­
sectors were lnatituted ~thin the week after Fearl Harbor (16). Apparently
there was some need to make this more official, however, becau.e in February
1942 a War Department letter ordered the activation or sector Headquarters
and Headquarters Companies (17). One reason tor such' a letter could be that
this was the tirst cognizance taken by the Adjutant General'. Office of change
which had been previously made in the tactical tramew'ork between the tormer
New York and Delaware-Chesapeake Sectors .bleh were now officially conati...
tuted t.he New York - Philadelphia and the Chesapeake Bay Sectors, reapect­
1vely. of the North Atlantic Coastal Frontier. From a practical standpoint,
however, 1t can be said, that sectors came Into1mmediate belr!@; wi.t,h tJle
.tart of 'the war.

(h the, twentieth of De~emb.rJ the War Departaent ordered a new command
organisation &8 folio... "The Eastern Theater of Operationa 1. hereby C~
ated. efrecti"e 12 noon, EST, December 24, 1941." (18) The new C(HM'8nd. ~
eluded -th.-tJn1ted state. baa•• 1ft Rewtoundland and the continental United
states east of a rear bo~Qar:y which follow.d the Ob1~PennsylYaniabounda17.
Ohio-lieat Virginia boundary, Ientuck7-We.\ Virg1n1a. boundar,-, L and )( Rail­
road to KnoxYUle, South.m a..uroa.d ria Cbat1;aQooga to Birmingbaa. ria
Sellla. Ala.b¥t&. to the ·nortaw••t oorner ot norlda~d8o\lt.halongthe .'lor­
lda,..Alabaaa,. ~undar1 tQ ~ .,(Jult. Tb1. ~ can be ••en ,omitted aaae ot 'the
1aJ.aQcl area. of t,he t~rmer~tforthe..t, Defense CoIJaan4 and ext,end.ed aoutJ! t..Q
include ooaatal territori..: wh1e1t were BOt,. 1D.the Iorth Atlant1o~eoaatal.
rl9Dtiw '-'- ia\he SCR1tMJIIl'eoutalProaUer aa4had, heeB·1Dc iD the
Iou~ 1let...~ ·,c;o.uncl~' . ' ,

~.-.~'~\:er .f OperaUons .....r really Hoaae a t.heat.er ,.r op­
eraUODII la \he·'tu1laenaeof \be word aDd thi. \1U. was 1lOt. actuallJr of
..~ ,long duration, tut 1~ 11&8 one ~,o~ .e .••rte. ofCOlRll8l1da- of anal.apua
pu~~ 'and ~1IIi).r conaUtation~ '!he Woops wbi.,cb were assigned ~ 1\ .
"cona!~ot.~ Firat J..rmy. 1st and,3d Air 'orces, and all o~her troopa
.tat1~edwithin the ~~d boundaries, ~lncluding ·thereby part, or the
ThiN 'A%wty. Altogether there were the I~ n,IV.&r1d VI Army' Corps with
a total of thirt.een diYisione and in addition to \heae large numbers or
other troops o( all branches (19). Ind$ed,," the Commanding GenerlU, Eastern
Theater of Operations (Gene:ral Drum), in order to accomplish his aiasion
of defense against both intemaland external threats, had command of'
Corps jtrea activities and units ntrlin the boundaries of his command, a1-­
th~ugh he was directedtc exercise control with a5 Iittle disturbance. aa
possible to ,existing .procedure, Administrative "functions of Corps ·Areaa
continued to be exercised directly under the Tiar Department. Certain other
limitations were likeVt'1.se imposed. Disruption of existing Coaat.e.L Frontier
organizations ~a8 to be held to a minimuJriJ theintegrity of the existing I

Air Corps interceptor command set-up was to be preserver.1 , other air force
organizationsl 'insofar as possible were to be kept intact in preparation
for prompt '80YeBlent to other theaters and transfer or units of the N....
foundl8.."ld Base Cornm.a.:.t").d or of heavy- and medium bombardment groups was not to
be made without GHQ approval. In a sense, many of these troops were
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assigned to the F.astem Theater or Operations on a kind of .tentative, tac­
.tical loan basie, pending 'the development and shaking down or the war sit-
uation. .

A Statt Jl8llorandum issued by t.he Headquarters Eastern Theater or Oper-,
a.t1ons on the t.wenty-seeond or December expla~s the command organization
of tlle Headquarte.rs a. consiltir1.g of 8.. general .tart group, a Cout ArtU..
lery Harbor Defense Section, an Air Force Commander, and an Antiaircr8tt Ar-.
tillery Commander (20).

The general statt group pertonned all the functions usua.l to such a
group and in addition was charged with the preparation of tl~e army portion
of joint pla.llS with the Na.vy. Voreover, it maintained continuous liaison
with' the Joint Information Center at 90 Church street, with t.he North At­
lantic Naval Coastal Frontier whose head~arters was also located at that
addre.ss, and with the Southern Naval Coastal Frontier. These two naval
commands which were later known, resJ..'8ctively, as the East,ern and t.he Gulf
Sea Front,i.rs~ were the .agencies of the other service which paralleled the
successive AUantic Coast defense agencies 'of the Army.

The Coast. ArtUlery Harbor Defenee section was charge'd with the super­
vi.ion or the ex.cut1~:orall baJ-bc)r d.fense plans and projects and with
1\tndsh1ng technical athrice on matters of coastal defense.

The Air Force Commander conuoded the AirPorces of the Eaetern Thea..
ter of Operations and was the technical air adrlaor ~. the Comm.8nd1n&Gen- \
eral. Ifhe position -or Air 'orceConDaDder was held by the Commander, Firat
Air Porce~ ·atVitd1hel Field. Lens Island (21).

!he Antiairoraft ArtUleJ7 Commander CK)!III8llded the ant1a1rerat~ tm1t.
or the EaakID·1fheater of:OperaUona and was •. teelm1cel a4¥illOr to t.h•
.Co~~. of the ~tttr. :·fta1••tlice 11&8 tUle4 • ,General- Jar­
J81Ill, .e-n4lD& General or·the \beD ProYia1oDal AIlt1~ :Art.Ulery eoa.;.
aand, :F1m A.rIIy. which later beoaae th.• AAAC·, __\ern ·Tbeater of OperaUODS,
and '11""))7 UAC, -Eaatem. o.terise CotwIaDd•.

. In o'rder ·to meet the urgency ot the exieting 8·1tuation,t.he Special
Staff Section. of the First Army. other than those already·specified, ••re
ordered to pezttona, in their respect1Y(t eph.rea, a1laUar ~ct1OlUJ tor t.he
Headquartera kaHrn'fheater of Ope:ratlona. Straft- groups of both headquar­
ters funct.1onedjointly lLY}der the direct~on or the Chi.f of starr. First
Army.. fIawe've.r~tbe ,Firat Antr:1 special staft· ••et1ons were·di.rected to pre­
pare 8Uba.~,::.tAchwould be able to carr:r on independently should the
First Army leave ,the E.astern. Theater.' This possibility was considered trom
the start.

The south-tiard. extension of the Arro.y coasta.l command neeessitated the
form:LYJ,g of a newseetor south or Chesapeake Bay. This was the Southern Sec­
tor, Southern Coastal Frontier, embracing the former Carolina and Florida
Sectors of tha.t Frontier and a &'na1l portion of the former Gulf Sector as
'Well (22). Thereby, the four sectors under the Eastern Thea.ter became the
~lew "E~landJ the New York-Philadelphia, the Chesapeake &...v I and the Southerri.
Together they extended f~ Canada to Louisiana, both exclusive.

On the twenty..second: ot February the first major u..'1it left the c~nd.

This was the II A~'" Corps with four divisions and numerous other assoc­
iated troops (23).
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Effective 20 March 1942, -the name or th~ EaaternTheater of Operations
was changed to Eastern Defense Command (24). It -as stated that the Eastern
Defense ConIDand would not be a theater otoperations. This w.. b7 .&yo! rec-­
titying what would appear to haY8 been an .rror although certainly not a
very serious one. By definition, of course, a defense command 1s a poten..
tial theater of operations. The Atlantic eoa.atel Command ned become a
theater only in name and. in certain of its procedure. but never by the pres­
ence of th~ enemy. Essentially it was a defense command from the start.

We returned therefore to the old division of the continental United
states into four Defense Commands, the FAstern, Central, Southern, and West­
ern, with one Army assigned U> each. Or more correctly I the First and
Fourth Armies were assigned to the Eastern and 'Western Defense Comtriands, ,
respectivelJr, while the Second and Third Armies were ••signed to Army Ground
Forces and t.lteir Com.'n8nding Generals performed due.l functions as ConuDanders
of the CentrBJ. and Southern Defense Commands.

. .
Under the new organization, Corps Areas or parts of Corps Area.- in the

territory of the Eastern Defense Command, inclu!J1ng un1ts of the field
forces engaged 1n proteotion ot utlliUes and other installations against
sabotage or internal threat, ·p....d to the control of the Commanding Genera,l,
Services or Supply (Army Service Forces. as it was later called). }.lao to
his control went the existing theater of operations supply ••tabliahaenta in
the EDC areca. S1JBultan~&ly t.be I and VI ArJay Co11'S with their ..signed or
attached troops passed to .the ComrDan,ding General, Army Gro~d Forces. How­
ever. any troops stationed within ROO boundaries were to be a:vaUabl. to t.he
DetenseCQmmander in -raeqc1e••

AlthOugh originally the 'El)C bowl4ane. wen the :aame as tho.eo! the tor­
mer E!O,a change was lR-ought about alJIDat l_d1ately ,.h1ch caus.d ·It,a
botmda.r3 -on the oor or JIelc1co with \he Soutbera.Detenae eor.and t,o corres­
pond to 'the Ua1taof the, &1ghtA·Jlayal D1atfr(et., ···t., e. ·the CbattaboOcMe JmCl
Jpalaeb1cola ,1I1.-ra :(2S l.'ftrlabacl alae ·be. .. bounclarT"__8811 t.1le Florida'
and qalt ,Sectors .ot the Soltthera CoaatelFront1er_before 1 t bad beea made
u.tteet1_ • > \be t.rr1tor1&1lW~.of the BTO. 'The BHlt. DOtabl.aft.~
of una ohang... the axel••1Oft ot ,the RD .r ·Panaaeo1a. Fla.,. trca t.h.
DC. A aubqquent ~eJ' in AprU, transferred allot· the.tate of West
Virginia froDl the Eastern to the .Central Det.~ Command ,(26)-. < -

One p!OYiaion or the letter changing -thed••1gr:lation of trhe katern
Theater of ·Operations to Eastern Defense Coanand proved to be a temporary
source of confusion and trouble. This was the apl1t between what Blight gen­
erally be called internal and exte1Tlal detense. The- torm.er. which included
ant1..,.sabotage measures and the control and evacuation of eiv:U1s..'lS had been
handled by Corps Areas. Now, however, Corps Areas had passed from control
of the Defense Co~~anders to control of the Commanding General, Ser\~ces of
Suy:ply. The L)efe~se Commander-a, witll conafderahLe justificatior'r, believed
that internal and external defense were so closely related tha,t they could
hardly be responsible for one without 50JUe measure of control over the
other.

As a result of what seems to have been a quite heated B1~d stubborn 'las~

ington conference !7l) at which representatives of all ,the va.rious agencies
concerned were present, a directive was drawn llf' by the -Yar Department which
supple.rnented and corrected the previous letter (28). Corrm,anding Generals, De!..
ense Commands, were thereby authorized to pres.cribe military areas within the
geographical limits or their respective Defense Commands, under the provis-
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ions of ExecutlYe Order 9066 or the previous Febru&J7. Within these areas
the- Detense Commanders were responsible tor the planning and execution of
all defense measures I and certain functions of Corps Area. Commanders as sub­
ordinate. agenci•• ot the CoJBanding General, Services ot Supply, were to be
performed under the direction and' supervisory control or Coumanding General._
Defense CoaIIan.ds. These funetions included the control of civilian. popula­
tion in an entergenC1', the evacuation of civilians trom designated areas,
local proteetion of installations, utilities or ••nsit1ye points••egrega~1on
end eY&cuat1on or enemy aliens, and the employment ot Stat. Guards.

The Eastern Military Area, to include all or the continental terri...
tory of EDC, was established in lfay 1942 and a proclamation was issued to
the public announcing restrictions on activities, trespass, unshielded
lighting, and other similar matters (29). !he administration of the Eastern
llilitary Area involved the control or the cirll population to the extent
necessarY to preTent subversive activities and other aid 'to the enemy,
and the 'supervision ot civilian eTacuations due to war disaster. should
local hostilities or attacks ever occur. Control of potential enemy sym­
pathisere ~. enelQ' aliena, other aliena, and aomecitizena, p,arUcu.la.rly
those of eneD\V d••cent .. .... .ttected by the .nrorclillent of reetrictions
defining the right of any person to enter, remain in, or leave the Area,
and in the 'ea•• or enemy aliens, by internment•. Other Jl8&8\lres which
could be used in a~di~on to internment ..re prosecution, exclusion, and
evacuation. ' e, Since no mas. eYacuation was contMlplated, a proce.s ""1
necessary wldch. required t,he cooperation- of such civilian agenclu ... the
'ederal~ of Investigation.

In cl.~n1ng ~e .prim&ry &lloea~1onof tunet.i.0n8, centralized control
and d.ecen\raUsed operat,ion was the governing pr1Dc1ple. \'he duties wb1ah
tJle COrPs'~~re alreadT equipped. t.o earry ontand. which ••re enwaerated
aboYe, \~" 1~' ':1a the1rhaacls. HoweYer~ oODtrel otall operaUn& qenci••
was· .ri~De4 87 Jleadquarkrf EDC \h:rouch ltaceneral .\att.eetio~ and par-
·~U".tll"'R-';"__ l\a C1vUAtf~S..uou. th1a a..u,OIl'" charged, 1f1~
'\be :~~.~~t"10 polled. and pne~ ph_, t.b. proIIllaaUon of
.·proel~t~ODa•. :~trieUoUaDd orden, and the ~rdiaation and Bllpervialon
of 'aU;_,~t,lyl\l.. :lDciclent to irea admin1a\ratlOll (30).

:'. j ,~.... -~ • ~ - : .

, ':~Ule~' ~ement which .... worked out atth18 time .... an agreeaent
be.~ ,th~,W~ and navy Departm8!)ta as to the exercise ot-unity ofCOJ.Dll8.ftd
.~.~,.'~d. ~. ~o~"'l'1 in JAAN 1935. this agreement was relayed to the CC8­
a&n~n' co~~ -by ra~ogram on April 19, 1942. Under it. t.,J'IDS, the Chiet
of ~".rt Qt. :~h,.~ ~rmy and tbe Commander in ·Chier. U.S.Fleet, might jointly d..­
claJ1t the, ....~. in defense CGEmlands and sea frontiers (the Navy coastal

,..-./ co.~ri_l ~f". e~t,Jler -e.. .ta~. of non..1nvasion~ ~r a state of fleet opposed in-­
v~'on. or'a .•tate·o! Army opposed iniras1on. At the time of the dispatch a
s~te of ~~invasionwas dec+ared. In this state, joint operations were to

,be carried out' by mutual cooperation without exercise of unit2l Cit command ex­
; 'cept as. an agr~nt of tile prevd.ous month had provided for ,Ct unfty of com-

:/ mand to "be, exercised by Sea Frontier Commanders over Army air units which had
been allocated to their operational control by Defense Commander-s (32). The air­
craf,t were'tor. use in the proteetion of shipping and tor antd.subaardne and
other operations ag~nst enemy- seaborne act1vi~es.

{ It a~ 8~te.of fleet opposed invasion should be declared, unity of command
woW!d'be 'y..ted in the IlaV over fleet forces and Sea Frontier forces (includ..
ini;\the already allocated Army air units but excluding levy local defense frees);
unity of coaaand would be v••t.ed in the Anrry over all Navylocal defense forces

/1
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and over all A'I"JIy forcea excepting the above air units.

It a state or. AnJfl oppo••d inYaslon Were .declared, unity of command would
be y••t.d in the A't'fl1¥ over all Arrq torces J 'Sea Frontier torc••, and Navy lo­
cal deten•• torces•

.- .
The Army air units which are mentioned here had been operating with the

NaTy eYer .inee the war M.d started as a matter of strict necessity. Until late
in January 1941, when a limited number ot planes trom the Atlantic Fleet Air
Forces based at Norfolk were made avaUable temporarily to the Commander East-­
ern Sea Frontier, these were the only aircraft cap~ble of maintaining an etrect~

ive orr-shore patrol. All other naYal planes attached to the Naval I)istricts
were single-engined witil a three hour endurance when armed wi th depth bombs.
Nor were the surface forces of the Eastern Sea Frontier in that spring in any
way adequate to its task when the r.rerman c&'11p8ign against our shipping reached
coastal waters. Fifteen ships were sunk in Februa~ 1941 and the destroyer
Jacob Jones as well. Twenty..seven were sunk in March including five on the
.1ngle day or Mareh eleven. Four destroyers .ere ti~ allocated to Fran..
tier forces but the fact that, the ships. assigned were constazltly rotated and
those newly a.sighed generally ne.~d refitting, and of course the necess&l7
instructions, greatly lim!ted ·their usefulness. The British agreed to send .a
assistance t.wenty.,tour fishing traWlers, the tirst of which began toarriy. at
the end ot Karch, and although these were or .~ aasistance they.ere not par-­
ticularly suited t,o the task. On the twenty-aixth or 'February, the Commander
Eastern Sea Frontier explained the situation in 8Q11e d.t.aU when he wrote to
Cominch t.hat the daily traftle ot merchant ••••el. in coa.tal waters at that
time about. 125'",••ls. To protect th els, he bad nine patrol eratt.
of tour\een knot. or better and Dineteen craft bet n twelve and tourteenkDots.
The speed of a U-boat on the surface. was at least. .1ghteen knots. Even it all
t-WeatY.-ei&ht yusela .eN 118ed in convoy worktJle7 wouldCOllpri•• 1... thaD halt
the D1JIIOer ne....-.r:J. almost DOne 01 them wou1clb" able to overtake a tJ.-boa' un-­
4.r norJlal c1rcuustancee '.and \hi. would tur\heraore .'rip ott completely au· pro­
tect10D rraa ·barN.. entrance. and coastal approache. - ~hat ia, the ott....rean4
1n-abore .paVel. which· eoapriae4 the IaYT loealcleteDM torc... Rot ..incl­
~t 11&8 poa1\1Yely IIUDk in ooaetal waten untU April.. rh1s "S& Y817 .....

lou..t1alaUOIl and .... tor a long\1me iIIpoaa1bleto rectify (3').

!be AftJ1". untortuQ8:telT I was able only \0 atand by on sbore and deny the
watArs. ldth1n ranae or ita harbor defense gUns to 8l18JD1" activities. Although
these harbora were concentration points tor shipping, the' area covered by their
guns was ot cours·. emaIl compared wi tb the whole area or the eoastel shipp1D&
channels wlt.h1n which the' U-boats were able to tind good hunting without expos­
ing themselves to danger trom shore installations. Incidents did oecur,hOJleyer, .
in which enemy- sub.r.Darines approaehed undiscovered within range of our guns and
sowed mines causing damage to our- shipping and the temporalj! closing of channels.
The Army wa.s sometimes able to gather intelligence of SO.rrH:.~ value to the Navy.
One Farticular incident of which much was I!18.de had, however, so little basis as
to bring into question the value of t.he whole service T)erfor':led if so slight an
occurrence should be cited as singular. On the eighth of Vay 1942, units of the
123d Signal P1lidio Intelligerlce .CompanJT stationed on, the Carolina Coast and
equipped with radio direetlon-rL~derdevices obtained several successive fixes
on a transmitting unit at sea and relayed this information to r~OB, J~orfolk. On
the following day, the Coast Guard Cu.tter ICARUS, engaged in escort duty, con..
tacted and sank the U352 in a position which ma~e it logical to assume that the
U3S2 was the fix obtained by the SRI Compaqy the previous night. Ho,rever. the
contact between the ICARUS and the U-boat appear-s to have been entirel;:- accident--
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al and not based on the information aecured trom the Army. As B. matter of tact,
the tendency at Eastern Sea Prontier was to place 10" evaluation on Army DF con­
tacts and they were frequently disregarded. Dur::lng the summer or 1942, the U~

boat campaign, though intensified elsewhere, .dropped oft sharply in Eastern Sea
Frontier waters.

In June 1942 a letter from the War Depa.rtment (34) pointed out, apropoe of
a recently granted request of a Defense Commander for increased personnel, that
the time was rapidly approaching lIhen the flar Department woul.d be required to '
re-examine the actual needs or rixed Harbor Defenses with e. 'View to ·the assign..
ment ft to more important work" of a considerable part of all per-sonne'L assigned
to these elements. This was the beginning or one of. a series of recurrent ex­
changes of correspondence which would apI)ear to stem trom a lack or clear and
consistent decisions on the part of the War Department as to the relation be..
tween the various factors or enentV capabilities for attacks on our coast, the
need for and missions of defense commands, and the pez-eonnef \Vhich would be re-­
quired tQ accomplish that mission. The letter 'Went on to request that the Com­
JBandlng General, EDC J make a study of the Harbor Defense personnel requirement.
in hi. command. The War Department a1ao questioned the d~airabU1ty or manning
certain of the older and slower heavy armament. A stuetr or requirements ...
therefore made and forwarded to the War Department with a note that it ~d not
include the manning of ob8olete batteries but only the personnel necessary to
man required armament ~lusthat nece8sary to form reserve batteries.

The CoraandingGeneral cona1dered reserve battAries a necessity for all
harbor defense. and contended that no mUitar)r organization should be toreef1
to operate without sllch reaources. At that time no reMIT.shad been provided
nor had adequate personnel been provided to mAD t'11 required anaaaent. It was
turther pointed Olltthat the then categOI7 of defense (Category C) and other
inst.ruct1ona .requ1~. ,that ....coast element. be prepared at all timea to repel
en...\tacka aDd JUke preparaUona tor extending thed.ten••• llDder high oat.­
gones. fti. ~...t.7..tour hour wat,ohetatua 1n~eed a cond1t1oo:ot etra.!a8ll
~t .bat-ten.. which tabl.. otorgaa1za\101ldicl ·DGt ·Uke into aCCOUDt•...Pro­
rlaioa tor perio41c reli.f .t tho•• bat,t.eriea.was tel:t to be imperative 1t ,.ft..
lcienq ... 1;0._ aaaiDt,a1ned at, t,herequ1red at.aAdard•. Experience or the p......t.
war 1Rd1cated that- hoaUle attacks 'would beC0IIp08ed of diYerae thnt.ta~ 'iftchtcl­
lag air baabing, parachuUata and eRellO'eympath1sera.Harbor deren.e. were rea·
ponsible for their own local .eeurity, but no pereonnel over and above that
needed tOJ;- actually manning anument ..... provided. The War Departaent# at the
instance of the Navy. had directed that measure. for defense ·of our harbora
against motor torpedoboats be undertaken and was beginning to 8upplythe nee.....
sary armament. It was thought that the reserve batteries could man these pn8
and in addition the antiaircpaft automatic weapons which it was assumed would
ahortly ?e made available since the:Y were specified in projects and had not yet
been supplied.

To all of this the "tJ;ar Department replied that, a strict economy in the
assignment of harbor defense coast artillery personnel was considered to be just-

;' ffied bJT the relatively remote possibility of attack by enemy heavy vessels. It
was therefore directed tr~t consideration be given to the reduction of the pres­
ent status of alert in heavy seacoast batteries and that further consideration
be given to the practicability of assigning dual manning and ·training missions
to certain batteries, with one battery assigned s' basic mission on light a~­
amant with a 8Upplemen~ mssion to 'man guns of heavier caliber. This was
-thought by the War Department to be entirely consistent with the requirements
under Categor"J C in JAAN 1935.

General Drum replied to this that the gun p·ower the11 Yiitlt1in the harbor-
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4.t-'•• of tblt Baa'tern Detell8. C08Iland .... appreciably 1••• thaD that oon­
.id..rec ,••••ntlal for the ••curity ot -tho•• Y1tal area. J that tb8 War Depart­
ment had reoopi••4 that oondition by prooe8~ with 'the aodern1aatloD pro­
,rami that peD4q the coapletloa ot tbeprograa. ·failure to prOT1cle tor tM
full utilisation ot all ex1.tiDg &nI&aeDt that oould be .tt.otl~17 emplo)'8d
was an illogical and highl7 laprud.D~ expecl1en"t J "that JAAX apec1t1oally pro­
Tid.ed. under category C that harbor d.etena•• ahould be tully manned and that
DO other oond1tion Gould aat18ty the requirement. for a reaeonable 4erel18••
Be further pointed out that taat ao'riDg world event. oould force the change
tram Catego~ C to higher categor1•• and that UDder .uch conditione it ~d
be po.aible ~o reinforce the Air and Ground Foro•• unit. uaigned to the de-

. ten•• almost 1mm.ediately, bu't that coaet artillery barbordefen•• unite re"
quired three or four months training on 'the arm....nt they were ~o .erve in
order to function efficiently_ He .aid that the propo.ed "81gnment of dual
mi••lone 'to batteries waa .. theoretical aolut1oD and could. Il~ actual17 be
acoompli.bed. in 'the face of an at1iack.

Following receipt of this ind.or.em..n~ 'the War Department made & atud)" o~

eD8Dl)" oapabl11't1.. and concl\1cled. that atkok a&a1na\ the "at ooan of ~he

Con:tinent&l Uni~.d stat•• by major Axi. :fl.et \mite was an extremely remote
po••ibl11't7 and would entail a aerie. oE D808••&ry preliminary .tepa whioh
wou~4 provide .1x .antha advance notice of the likelihood of 8uch act1on.
Acrtloaa of 'the e-aDdo type ...... 1Japrobable aDd 'that reduoed ~be prac't1oable
e1WS7 oapab111tl.. "0 laolaW4 ra1cl~ ttl 8uba&r1De or l~ht ~ aur.face ~•••l ••
With 'the ocmourrenoe of the _~. ',it ·wu ~h8ntQl'e directed ~hat .- DC an4
10· DC 5UD8 '- plaoed in '.RaW. -DO 10D1e.. .-.quNd,· tha't 6- DC ba:tter1••
be plaoecl 1IlO&Nt~••tua. that 'the .x1.t~ category .of oeteDae C be
redu0e4 W _-gorr B u applieG ~o ......... of eallber ill axoe.. of 6-. aD4
_ha-t Ca-,OI7' C be aa1n1;a.beQ GIl all o~_r laa~latloD8with col1oeJrtra~1011

OIl deteaae aca1a8t raicla .. bar...l~ _"-eka. .

arbor ..tt.... penozmel ae1tiMtr ..'-oed .or 1Ilc·re"~&a a -re.ul.
er 'thi.1Jrt;ero.... After ipt or tiwa.....,.tt.r ..~l"'.r ~.rpMa

'boat _"ted•• ~ -hanor clef _ would be ....-nt7 ba'twri•••bon ot '\he
para....l 17 'to ... tbt Il't r4"1uire4 under the oOJllblntKl oateco~

ri... ot.,t.Dae 41noteG 87~ ·war »ep&l'tae.~.

TU._ -the period. when ~he -tlQe of Axle canquea-t rea.ched 11;. greaM"
he1ght aDd d about ~o ettect a giant pincer. JaOTemeD't on ,he whole &lobe._
It .... alao 'the period 18 which we were prepar1Dg Ulci aa.embliDg our troop.
for the nrat ot the counter-aasaul'.. rhe J'8a80D8. "theretore. for 1;hia OOD­
tllo-t over harbor deten•• peraQDD.81 and the reaultant undermann1Dg of t_ har-
bor cleten••• are eUi1y appa.ren't.. Aa the new' projeat armament HOUle Craclual­
17 ava.ilabl. during 1942 and 1943 some ot the older and heavier batteri•• were
~urned over to the servioe commands for salvage (35) thus releasing personnel
for Ah"'TB and other new batteries. A decision was shortly made tp utilize
limited service troops for the :manning of harbor- defenses and thereby m.ake
general service men available for other du.ty. This exohange was a gra.dual and
continuing process over ~he course of years.

As our war effort began to turn oversea.s. a move which was not unconnect­
ed with 'the understrength of harbor defenses. an interesting tactical arrange­
ment was made in Chesapeake Ba.y. There, the wide expanse of water between
Cape- Henry and Charl•• at the aOllth of -the bay had posed a continuouS taatl­
oal problem for -which 'Yar1ou8 .olut1ons bad been proposed but never adopted•.
These included the creation of an artif'iaia.l island. the erection of an
English Channel type gun tower. or the emplacement of a concrete battleship ot '
the type of Fort Drlml in the Phillipinfis. In September a..:.",d October 1942 when
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a ••ot1on of the 1mportaut Worth Ur10an lnyaelon conTor a....bl.d the,..,
thi. problem beoame a mat'ter or ••pecial17 &raye concern. The lla'Yal Senior
Offioer preHIl't afloat attaohed .. d••tro,er -to 'the Approach and Entrance .
toro••hioh 'tiook .tat1on near the Genter ot the entrance and operated 1D
direct .upport of the harbor deten... (a6).

A relat1Ye17 .table 81tuatioD prevailed in the oonaand from 'the fall of
1942 to -the tall of 1943. By ~h. latter t1ae the iapro'YeG atrate,1c 81tuat1on
o£ the' war began to be reflected in large chan&e. 1;0 the EDC. the Firat Anlt¥.
which. though it had prev1oue17 loat it. corps and d1T181on8. had continued to
tlmction jointly with EDe, was ordered by the war Department to be physically
••para"ted effective 10 September 1943 and prepared for over.eaa ah1pmettt. On
that da-te -the War Department relieY8d the Firat Air ForCe fro. the command of
'the Commanclini General, EDe. and ....igned. it direct17 -to the Commanding General,
Army Air Force. (a8). Because of o-theJ' 81;1pulations, this did not reaul't in
depriving the EDC of all air 8uppOrt. The Firat Air Force was .till r8Spcma-­
lbl.. U betore. for the opera"tloD and aa1n'tenance or an Aircraft~ Ser-
..ice. control of radio emislion. and jurisdiction over all flying in the Ene.'
Moreover. lot waa required to ma1n-tain tour Fighter Squadrona with opera1;ional
capabili't1•• and deploy 'them in oooni1nat1oll with the Detenae CClDmander. And
in addttlol1. in "the event of actual atuck or a suddenly 1JIm1nent threat of
an attack in force against the EDC area. the Defense Commander was authorised
to a••wae iBn.diate command of &n7 or all tac'tical a1r torce unit. in hi. &rea..

DUJ'~ the penod of theae ohang••• L~. General George Grunert. u.s. Army.
W&8 aaa1gnecl t.o the CODDflad &6 Depu~·Comaauder (a9) and CD the re1i1reaent or
Geaeral Dna. (4.0) lMI___ the C",tJPudlng General. General Grunert. -theA Major
General. ... originally aaa1gue4 OIl ~b8 1& Auguat 1943 and aaawaed cGNUncl on
tile eighth 'of october aDd "'8 !ay••ted with the raDk of L1.llten~ Geaeral on
-t.he elate (4:1). General Grunert w.. & former enl1a'ted .an ot 'the Re&ular
A."., oamai••loned • -••cODd 11.uteDaD"t of tbeCavalry in 1902. DuriD&
the tl ~ WorU kr" he "rYH .... aillkJ7 ob••rnrwith the Brltlah. .. an .
ot~l of Gill.... a ....., ot __ QeJ:l.,.1 hatt. I Corpa.~~o.... of..
tea.l ftDal11 aa J)ept1t7Ch1.~ of :Stalt.rh1nl .A't'Iq.1a ~he An17 or
Oooupa",loa.ror hi. warauU.. he ... aeooraWcl witil 'the Dl.'tbcu1.he4se~

Yi"IlHal uul ..8 aade a Che~1.r of t,eslO1l of Honor. Be... p1a.... laoan­
~ of tilePhUippine Depa.rtaeD~ ill JI&7. 19fiO and relinq\l1ehH CGrJlWl8Dcl ­
General JlaeArthur in october IM1. ca hi. "tum to the United S1;aua. he
00"'.4•• tile VI Ana-r Corp. and later the Sixth Serri.ce Conmand.. Frca ~here

he ..... ea11ecl to WaahiDgtoll to beo~ chief ot Administrative service. o£ 'the
Aftl7 Serrioe Foroea and tinall,. before oom1Dg to Ea."tern Detense 9cmaa.Dd,
was Deputy Chi•.f of Staff for Serrioe COBIUlDda of AnJrT Serrioe Foreea. In
"th1. laat oapaclty he ini"tla'ted the lawr impleaented plana ['or reaeplo,aezrt
of" troop. rrom Europe to the Pacif1c.

The year 1944 saw both reductions in troops &.ssigned to the Command and
increases in its territories.

The Central Defense command was aboliahed ef:tective 15 January 1944 and
the functions formerly exercised by its ccmmander- were assumed by the Command­
ing General. EDe (42). By virtue of this change , the territorial limits of
the EDe were redefined to include the states of Maine. New Hampshire. Vermont.­
~as.achusett8, Rhode Island, Connecticut. }lew York, New Jersey. Pennsylvania.
Delaware. Maryland. Virgini~. Borth carolina. South carolina. Georgia.. Florida
(Eaat or the Apalaohicola River). liest Virginia, Ohio. Indiana, Kentucq,
~~ichigan~ )~·isconsin. Illinois, Minnesota. Iowa, Missouri, North Dakota. South
Dakota, Nebraska, K~nsas, Wyoming, Colorado and the District of columbia.
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The principal tactical est&b11abment or the ·Central Defense Command
had been a b9<!y of troop. aa.lgued to .guard the Sault st.. Marie locks and
...sociated installations. Mos"t or the•• troops were releaaed ~o the c~
aanding General of the ..jor torce .conoerned but a Bingle I!ilitary Police
Battalion. the '139th. was 'to be retained with a mission ~o detend the locka
aga.inst both sabotage. and air a-ttack. The air derenae equipment however '
never materialized and it 11&8 recommended in a le~t.r of the Commanding
Genera.l, Sixth Service Command t~t a previous agreement made between him
and General Gru.nert be changed to permit 'the reduction of this force from
a ba:tiialion to a company since -this would be auf£ic1en-t for 1;he an~i-aabat­

age mission. The letter further requested that the 800 l{11itary Area be
discontinued. As .. ma.tter of tact the agreement referred to had already
been cancelled insofar as it referred .to the ·139th MP Bn whioh had been
meanwhile released fram EDC. and ROC had been relieved of ,responsibility
tor protection of the locks and installations. On this basis. no advice
was relayed to the Comraanding General, Sixth Service Command as "to what
£arriaon would be necessary to fulfill his responsibili-ties. The design.-­
tion of the sec re&ion &8 Ii Military Area was retained.

on the eighth or December 1~43 a radio tram the War Departaent estab­
lished an aggregate troop strength t'or 'the me of S5.000 -to be achieved by
-the end ot. June. It a.lso d1rec-tod that' a plan be aubRiVted for approval
which would accomplish ~hat reduotion. Afte.r staft' diacua81on_ a plan ....
prep.!\red which included £irst or all. the reorganization of the defen.e of
the Borth Atlantic Coastal Fron't1er and the part o£'the Southern Coaatal
Fro!J.c1er which w&$ included. in EDC. 1n"to only two aeotort (43). This JDQYe

and the concurrent elimination of aub..ctora reaul-t8d in a oonai4erable
8&viD& in ~Verhead•. The new sectors ·...re the: Borthe..-tern.• trca ~he
Canadian border to t.he He... York-Connecticut boundary (including W-WYork'.
Naa.auCeUD.t7) and the Sou'theas1;. rn extending all the way to -thfJA.palach1cola
liver 1a Florida. this. amounted to a. red••.1gna:hl·cm ot-the former».. EDglatui
Sector ·anea lmit1catlon of the 1ft York-Philaclelphia•. ·~he Chesapeake .Ba7aD4
"be Sovthern Senon. other ecO!tODd...tt.ctecl :b,.tt. plan were '~heplao1Dc

of 8". 12ft
• aDd. lett ba1;terl•• in aaa.1ntenance '-"ius. are'Vision ot the con~

.ce·ptotlMl&ch patrol. and aobl1. loroea. t. eVtai1ment of ,an1;lalrcraft
.Iena." the ~ran.rerot .0\1118 aa.1n_nanoe function- 'to ~he same. Cam"
manda. !he 1;empore.ry harbor defense_. where 1nstal},ed. were te1;ained. tor
the present. The organization of the 'two new aectors went into effect OIl

1;he £1 rat of ){arch 1944. -

The ·Category of Defenae for C011tlnental United state. which had been
designated &. B in Rainbow )10. 6, ..... raised. in Deoember 1941 -to' c. In
May 19'43 (44) i.t was lowered again to B and in November of that year to J..
as it now rema.ined (45). Boweve·r. the particular situation called .for a
change to JA.tUi 1935 which would 1'1t this ca.tegory .m.ore accurately to the
existent needs. The new de.finition was also more detailed and speci.fic
tr~ h&d been 'the practic~ (46). It called for control of shippir~ and.
w11en requtred; convoy escort and air cover~e. mine sweeping operations if
necessary, orfshore patrol. limited inshore patrols and limited beach pa­
trols or lookouts as appropriate to the area~ o£fensive action against sub­
marines, and lui. defenses capabLe of operation on short notice in localities
of major importance to the war ef.fort. Within the harbor defenses suf:ti-
cient strcnoth°'W"B.s to be maintained to defend important harbors aga.inst sub­
marines and gunrire from single light Daval vesaela•. The following element.
we re to be on a twenty-£our hour basis: BEeP1 s; visual and rada.r eurve11­
lance sup~orted by a ~~nimum of searchlights; urlde~~ter derenses, detection
dev i ce s , and obsta.cles where appr-opr-Labe to the area; one ;iJfrB ba:tter.r for
each vital appr-cach iend one gun battery either 155mm. or 6 f

! . One of the
gun batteries. L"'1d an additional one. if the con.forma~ion of the harbor made
it necessary. was to serve as an examination battery. At the discretion of
a defense co~~der these twenty-£our hour basic elements could be ~UG­

mented by SUpporti!l£.S armament consistin6 of 155mm and 6" fiatt.eries and an
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additional two &\111 AUTB batter, all on ClDe hour not1ce and one batw17 ot
la.rger caliber per harbor d.efense on a1x hour notice. category A 18 the
lowest cat4ti0J7 of daten.. aDd 1. the one which remained. with oertain
change,. 1n ettect. Aa 1t .toad in the ci.t1nltloD.~ 1~ wat cona1derab11
stronger. of cour••• than 8uch oategory had been before. It .... atrcmger.
too. 1n d.etinition. than it later .... in. application•

•
On April 6, 1944•• liar Departaent l.tter redetined 'them.1.sian of

ciefen.. cODDand8 and collated the preTloUi references and direct1vel which
were still in •..fleet (47). By its proviaiona the Commanding General of a
Defense COJllDllnd 11&8 made reapon8ible for plann1n, all mea.sures for defense
againlt enern&l attack by land. 8ea. or air. of that portion of' the United
statea ~rritory included 1n oommand boundaries· and auch adjacent 'territor1e.
or offshore baa.a aa might 'be apeclfied by 'the War Department. latoreoftr. the
CCIImIUld1ng Genoral. Deten•• Command wa. to ooord~te plana tor 1:he employ­
ment of un:its of the Anq Air Forces atatloned w1'thin the l1m.ita of the ccm­
--.nd or designated to provid.e air daten•• when ,required. He wa.a &.180 to co..
ordinate plana for joint operat1ona wi'th }laval Commands located wi:thin or
adjacent. -to the DeE.'n.e Command.

!'he COWPanding General t a operation. were to include the direction of the
operations of Army Foroea ....igned. 'to the Cammand a. required by the provi­
.lema or theapp11cabl~ category or Det.neeJ recQ1ID8ndat1on. W the war
Department ooncerning "the u.algD1lent ot auoh additional torce. as ml.ht be
requi.-M ~o ...-t ch&n&•• in the atrategl0 or tao1;10&1 .1tua-tion att.et~ the
oO!8ll8.DdJ and finally. in the ...at of 1aminent ...rgenoy the Detenae CqJEander
""8 W a.a_ oCllllliaDd of all U. s. Artrt7 For... phyaically locaMcl W1~h1Il hi.
terri,or, upon prior YIar Departaea-t approval.

rhe 4et~. CQia&a4erwa,. alao " eo11ect ·aDd dlaaemlDaw .UGh 1Dtona­
't1oa of -the •...,.. mi&ht be , ...lope4b7 -Cello1.. lmder hi- ooa'trQl or·..
Jd&h' or1&lBat. 18 h1a _rrl"'0I7. Be ... w ....iD:l.~r the Kill_J7 AreU
fd ·1lUe-&a4 aoeor41Jl& •• h1a reapeaal'-111'iea Ia.UGh ..$Wa., prepare
Se.·coanDerea" ProJeota aB4 ChaDi.... 8tappl_". w fjhea. &Del_
l1a1aon1l1thCCB8&Udaa-ta fIE sea Frcmtie:re aacl JJ&v.lDl.1;rlo~. looateG W1tJd.a
OJ' _jaoea"tw hi. Q_aD~4.

For _. purpose of olari~7. oertain tunctiaua weN atated in ~hi. letter
which ..reDOt 'the reapon81bl11t7 of Defen•• C08Il&Ildere Du1;' o£ 'tM C-.nd.1ng
General••- Service CODIIB&I1Ga. tbe•• included pri~oner of war and inte:raal .
..oarity. protection aga1ne" aabotage. &DC l1a1aon pertainiDg to "-_Guard.a,

'.C1T1l1an Deftm....~aw and local pollce. protection of vital ins-tallat1ona
. and control of 01Yillan population 111 ...rgeno1... However. the proTia1cm
still stood iiliat in Military Areas. these functions woula be per~ed UDder
the ~uperv1aoryecntrolof the Def.~se Commander.

At ·the instibation of General Grunert. a. provision oil this let-ter was
changed so that the Defense CQf!mlander was not obligated to secure wa.r Depart..
Dlent approval before &.8SumiDg eJD8rgenc)'" cor.and or other troops physically
preaenb in the area and authority was granted to Defense Commands to declare
emergencies as their own e8tiJrJate of the situation necessi-tated. This change
in the li.uthority to declare an emergency W1Ui a result of experienoe during a
robot bomb scare in November, 1944. A certain amount of confusion and lack
of coordination which ocourred a't that time came about becauae General Grunert
was una.ble to t~. effeotive action in the aba.nee of a declared emergency(48).

Hardly had the new troop basi. of ~5•.000 gone into effect on the first
of March. 1944 (49). when the War Depa.rtment announced .. further reduction as
the basis for the second half of the year. This was done in a letter of the
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1:h1n1.-th otJf&J'oh and the aax1aua strength allo1;ted lIIla· 1'.600 (50). The
War Department authori ••d a eliscontinuance ot the e0&81:&1 8urYel11ance ai.­
a1. theD bel. pertoraed by aeobani ••d cavalry unlt. ~d armounced a te­
ol.1~ .of the Jo1DtrChier. of start which permi1:w,d aD exception to Categol7
of Defena. -A- to allow ~he 418oontlnuanoe ot antiaircraft artillery in ~he

continental area. In the plan (51) as prepared by the Eastern Defense Cca­
--.nd. two aechaDi&edoaYalry troop. (one for each ·.ector) were retaiaed .a
sector mobile f.oroea. The other caYalJ7 troopa and the whole Antiaircratt
Artillery Commend (Which &l1Dounted to. some eleven thou8and troops) were re­
lea.ed to the Anq Ground Foroe.. When -this change ..... completed (62), EDC
became v1r:tually a eeacoaa't artillery oammand and although the .tate.ant of
it. mia\9ion remained unchanged, and its reaponaibillty rOT plans .against
all type. of attacks was atill.in eff.ot~ ita operational po~entlall~ie.

were lit"tle more' than 1ta. by now. greatly reduced harbor defenses.

EtfectiV8 1 August 1944. the boundary between the two .ector. -waa moved
8o'uth to -the bo'\lUdary between lfercer and Monmouth Countiea. New Jere87.
fhi. plaoedthe Harbor Deten...of w•• York in -the JOrthea8WrD Sector and
cau••d the .ector boundaJ7 to coincide with tha1i between the Third and
Fourth Baval District. and 80 a1mplified joint planning ( 53) • In OCtober.
there occurred -tha~ reorg&D1aat1oD ,wi:th1n the harbor deten... which was di8­
euand 1a thepre'Y1oua ohapter aad ~h1. was .hartly- followed by the el1:a1na-­
tlon of eame of the wapor&17 harbor defense••

Effecti.,.· the first 4&7 of 1946, -the 'Southern Defense Command .....bol­
1.bed (14) and i~.~"CI1!l.l, area8l1d a1e.lcm. were -taken oYer by EDC u 1t
had preYleualyabaorbed the Cea-tral Detenee C...-..A. The Southen. Derenae
CORllaJlC1 had be.. 1Jletltllte4 at 'the e... 1;1ae. ..' the tOrJl8r Ilortheut Deten••
CGIJlmIlIl4 1Illlareh IM1 (55). Itaterrltorr at the ti.. ot 1U abaorpt1oa 'b7
EDC inolude' Plorida. wen ot ~he Apalaobicola 111..er. aDd all or the State•
et ~baaa. ,-.ne......a'1••1ppl. Loul.l..... Arbta8aa. Tex.•.• ·W"" tmcl
_...xl••. ·~ .Ita lIli••u.. ia ·ad4;1tlOl'l to -t-c...r&l •••1oIl or.te... e....
..-•• 1Ile1de4 the IIa1BteDtUl.ot'11a1._1d.~~he e-4 o~ ~ JIeXloaa
Ara1 ·.... W1thl.cal e-aa4ere ot JIeZ1ea.1I111tary .,... ·and 'UTi.... 100&\"
MiD territOl7' a4ja__ ·to .. Bod_", IMt4 FrcmUAtr. ·!be··8odheftl.LaD4 ~

Front!.·...,.. the bOW14&17 ~en .%1co and ·tile state. whieh were 1nelude4
in 'the Bovtbeftl DeteJ18e C......

fhie CO'DIDatlG had rorme..-ly ma1ntal-ned. Illaerou ...coaR .nabllebmea"ta
in tem.po.raJ7 harbor ·d.:ten... of 'the Sovtheftl Coast-al Fron1:1er......11 a.
lare- to~ce. or ~roop. on the So\tthern LaD4/ Prcmtl.r~ Bowyer. by 19"5
~h... torce. ha4 been reduced -to 'two .harbor detenaea---Galveston. ,.xu &D4
Pense-cola. Florida, and 'the Land. Frontier had only two 1:roops of mechanised
cavalry. The Southern Defense Ccmnnand was redesignated Southwestern Sector
of the Eastern Defense Com.:l&nd.

The absorption of the southern Defense Comma.nd was one of ~~e few con-
. cre-te results or considerable oorre.pondenoe and discu8sion which was start­

ed during that period or high optimism occasioned by the dash of our armies
across France. In a letter of 14 Septem.ber 1944 {56) the lIar Department
announced that. in anticipation or removal or the requirement tha.t defeDses
tor the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts be maintained, it was desirable to inaotiv­
ate the Ea8-tern and Southern .De1'en.. COEmands at an eArly date. This eea-

. "templawd ae~loJl would nece.alt&'te the rormaticn of agencies to take OY8r

EDe functions. Accordingly. the Commanding Generals of the three major
forees (Ground. Air and service) were directed to.ubrnit. plans for&Ssuming
appropria-te portions of 'the responslbil1-ties relative to the continental
United states (57) and the commanding General, EDG. was directed to sUbrr~~t

recommendation. a8 ~o the organization and loca-t1on of a Headquarters, U.S.
Army Foroes, Horth Atlantic~ for·the control of ~~e forces in 3eTm~la.

lJewfoundland. Greenland. Iceland. and the Azores. These reCOIrtilendations
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were all aubmit'ted (58). The Ar7lrj Ground Force8 proposed to set up an
"Ea.tern coastal Defense command" with headquartors at Fort Monroe. and
utilize the oYerhead personnel of the two inactivated D~fen8e Command. to
auperrt.. the continentAl harbor defensea and carry on joint plann1ng with
the 1&\'1 and 11&1son nth the ground force. of Canada and Mexico. At the
same time the S8rYice Co=n.anda 'Would &SIum8 the functions relating prin­
cipally to internal security and the First and Third Air Forces would take
over Air Defen.. and the planning relating to it.

The recommendations of the -three major :forces were fon'arded to Genera.l
Grunert by the War Department with a request for his coraments and recommenda­
tions in return. The Generalis reply wa. in 8ubstance as follows & (59)

The new .yate. would eubatitute new organ1&at1ons for one that was &1-·
ready established and functioning smoo~hly. Any new organization brought
into being a.t 'that stage of the wa.r should be based on. the eventual peace..
time a"trwc-ture of 'the Army but it Wk. impossible to do this sinee 'that
structure had Dot yet been definitely formulated. It was quite possible
that this defense COll&Tland might be ~loa.r to the Q68noy that would be d••ir­
ed in peacetime than any other agency and 1t would be a mistake to elimnat.
defense command·s now. only to rebuild them later. Un.til the collapse or
Germany. it would be premature to remove the ·coastal defense requiremen-t8..~

a.rid 80 .11minat~ meP'.and take up mine fields. thereby expo8ing harbor.
'to at-tacks b7 aubaarines and surface craft.

Aa an aItematiTe... plan. General Grunert reo08ft~nd.d the continuation or
the EaaWrI1 »efenae CCIIDtA&J1d aDd ita abaorptlon of the Sou1;hern Defense Com"
:u.Dd. Be propoae4 'to .l~te at 'thea_ time the a.crtor headquarters aDd
'their 'two remalnl~ c&-valJ7 Troops.. ..11 as .t;wo bands.. 1;he 786th .W'. Bn an.d
half. of~ S1&D&1 OperatlDg Platoon. Headquartera ~. ,·.:EDC. would th8n opera_
with a' -total oYerbead. of 241 &ad 1t ·woUld be ·UDIl8c~.a17 to .ctlvat••lther
-the liq. .a, S. &nr!I ·For... Jlort;h·Atl&U~lc'who.. · propo..d ·over~·". 112 or
-the '.Bq. Baa_,. coaatal Del..... Camm'eD4(aa propeaed lty ·CG. AGP) wi'th ·1_
ourhea4 o£ 112. In :o'ther woJ'd_•. theex1atbi orgaD1.a~iOD. coul4opera~.

with at 1.'- as 1••• ofti.... &ad.18eD thall··~ ae.. propoaed .he~quarte"'.·'hi. figure 11&8 .achi.Ytt4· by oOUll\1Dg b 'IDC wtale -the ~rty"OJ18 ·people o£
the Machine Recorda UDit which lrOul4 pre...b17 be required &180 by 'the
GrOunCi Fo,.oea plan but bad not been cCllpute.cl 1D their figuN. However. 1't
IUd Dot caapUM the aa~ 111 personnel which "WOuldreault from the' abaorp"
"tiOll of tile southern Detense C~ nor' ·d1d ·it allow tor the requirement
tor add1'tional personnel by Serrioe COBIlands it -they were to assume added
re.poDa1b111~i.8. Therefore. the figure of sixty-three only partially re­
presented the greater economy of personnel to be gained by General Grunert '.
plan.

On the eleventh of November. 1944 the War Departlilent announced its de­
cision not to inactivate the 'Eastern &nd Southern Defense C~~and5 but to
a:nal&&l:&te tr• .m. (60). Meanwhile they sent out another letter relative to
the whole subject of the precediDb correspondence. On the trLirtieth of
October, it was made known that the Joint Chiefs of staff had authori&e·d an
exception to Category of Defense "An _ as it applied. to tile Atlan:tic and
Gulf couts. which removed the requirement that Arm:y installations of harbor
defenses be manned for defensive purposes {51). In effect, the only opera­
tional functions that would then rema.1n to the Army in harbor defense would
be those in connection with the control of ehippingwhich it lfaS thought
neceaaa.ry to ma1nte.in so long a8 the l~avy was required to lr£.intain Se~

Frontier defenses. other than this. maintenance organizations and personnel
nece.ssa.ry to remove the mine fields--&. long operation--wuuld bsnecessarJ.
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con••quently Joint PlaDD~ CCllllnitt•• meetings were held. in November
ana it ~ 4ec~d.d with~h. concurrence 'of the Ea8te~ and, Gulf Sea Frontier.
that it be recauaended that all HECP'. exoept ~e one at Key i"eat be ragined.
that all 8urve111ano. r&dar be retain.·el, that the a.rmament dorena. mi••lon be
eliminated and exiat1ng mine field. picked up.

The "minutes of the.. meeting. and -their reoonmends:tion8 were rorwa.rded
1;0 the War Department on the fourth ot December 1944 with a letter whioh
included the further. recommenda.tio~8 that the Tempora.ry Harbor Defense. of
ltilmiDgton. N.C. be abandon.d~ Sector Headquarts" be abandoned, and tm.t
tteftective with the approval o:f thi. action. sinoe the means will have been
removed., the Harbor De£eu.ea be .pacifically relieved tram all re8ponaibi11t~

for 'the repelling of an enemy attack.· (62) In 8ubmi tting his recommenda:t10118
and revi••d troop baai. purauan-t to 'the liar Department desire that the JIl&X1­
aua number of 'troop. be1n&.4- &Y&ilabl. ~or rea••lgnment. General Grunert again
invited a"ention to hiss'ta-tements 1n the previous ccrs-espcndence recommend­
ing &ga1nat ~h. f'urther reduct10n of' Eastern Defense Command defense t·oroea
.0 long as' G8naa.ny remained an a.otive belligerent and 80 long as the Ea..tern
Dfttenae COl'1llL&Jld. bad a dete·nae mi••ion. Be pointed out that the reductlO1l.
1ndlcateclon hie ren.ed troop baai. lett the cOEmand 1mpotent as an opera"
'tional ci.renee forOff md aaid th&:t unI••• -the manpower 81-tuatlon were aoa-t
cri't1oal. it did not appear re~~QDabl. to reduoe -the Eastern Defense C_-nd
~o impotency in order to make available & ~ot&l of only 6.795 for rea8.~.D\.

In all 1n4onement to "thia "le-tter. the War Depa.rtment -replied that a -troop
ee111Dg of 10.200 .Wlt be reached 'by the flrat of April 1945 and of 9.000 bY'
~he tlrat of July_ fhis la:tter figure .....\ibatantia.lly 'the one whioh baG
lMte. aub1alt_d by EDC 011 'the •••uap'Ucm ~ha~ h~bordefen••• would be relieved.
~ all ai••ioa to repel ·eneay a-t'tacks. InotherllOrda, thi. 1IU a aain'teDa.aoe
oe~llng. !he Jar Departaea't conourred 111 1iheplacbg of harbor defen........­
_t SA & oan\aker .ta.. 1N~nate4 ~_t "he harbor -ten••• would. ••ill 'be
....ponal_~. to~ ~oPP081Dg.~.,..~••Gk w1~h 8" ..an. aa are aY&i.lableto
t ...•· .' " .

81... '\b. clete ad.UOll 1IIlaaot ~ De lIDequiYooal17 w1-chd.;rawn. Gezaeral
_rune" t~ i~ &17 _ rey~•• hi. re~""'4a$lona 't·o proTide for .~
acUft maaD1D& of auch '.,..... :u woulo be pract1oabl. under 'the ~r·90P oeU-­
1Dg. the re'ten'lon of a a1ngle lb. of aine. in each harbor ...defen•• which had
a mine project. and the re'tentioit o~ the BEep a1; Ke.y "at. This was planned.
_wi'\hout illoreaae' in t.roop atreng'th,.

Keant.1Jae. General Grunert had viei-ted Heaclquarters Southwes1iern sector.
Ene. the former headquarter. of ~he Southern Defense Command in order to
Getenoine what would be the aost desirable adminis'trative organization upon
the eUaina'tion of ·sectors. He was convinced of the necesaity of continuing
the existing liaison and contacts with the Mexican Army and !i-~"exican border
district-s. Ho therefore planned to institute a. "Soubhwest.e r-n sectnon" of:
Headquarters Eastern Defense Go!r:mand consisting of a headquarters. two cavalry
troop. and .evenl amall de"ta.chments with a 'General Officer in command because
of: the importance attached to m.aintaining the cordial relations existing with
the Mexicans. This group would a1ao carry on the name and f'unct.Lons of' "the
Southern Land Frontier. Consequently. there ...8 to be no considera.ble change
in this organization other than i-ts name and elimination fro:m its command of
the 'two harbor defenses which were to come directly under the command of

, Ea..urn Detena. command head.quarters.

In a letter ot 16 March 1945 (63), the War Department accepted the troop
basi~ prepared in iii..ccordance with their directive and ceiling and concurred
with General Grunert t 8 most recent recomm.endations except that the proposals
to keep a 81Dgle line of mines in position and to retain tIle m~cp at Key nest
were not ravorably considered.
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After ~he conclusion or hostilities in F.urope, some &I'prehension was
still felt for .• brief period that tho•• aubmarines -tilch still remained
in the Atlantic might ignore surrender tenns and make tinal piratical at-­
tack. against our shipping or installations. However, no such attacks
occurred and on the aeTenth of June a \1er Department message notified of
a Joint Chiefs or stafr decision to lift the catego~ or defense in the
Eastenl Defense Command. Bermuda. and Newfoundland Base Commands and the
Caribbean Coastal Frontier (64). This message was further amplified by
a letter or the twenty-sixth of June which removed the requirement tor
active defense of th~ areas of ell the ~lorth Atlantic Bases (Bermuda,
Newfoundland, Greenland, and Iceland) (65).

In the spring of 1945 further consideration was given by the Vts.r
Department to the proposal of tile previous autumn to inactivate the East­
ern Defense Command and divide its functions between the three major
forces and a fOUrtJl command, Headquarters North Atlantic Bases (66). Be­
fore the final enactment of this proposal General Grunert was asked to
comment on its efficacy (67). He called attention to his previous stand
on this matter and again questioned the wisdom of eliminating a command
which had proven its value in the past and was of great possible value in
the future. He pointed out that our experience in recent years had led
.to the conclusion that attack without warningaust be regarded as a ecn­
etant po8sibUity and suggested that. we ahould provide, in our Arar:I organ­
ization. command agencies free from all en~umbering service functions tor

- the protection of our seaboards and land frontiers in I-"8&Ce a8 well as in
war.

On t.be a.venth o£ July the War Department advised 't.hat action wOlUcl
not be taken at that time to eli.continue the oommand but that 1t believed
that a reduction of the headquarters group w'oulclbe practical (68) • A
recoar.entSaUoIl w.. therefore eubmlt\e4 by indoraement which proPQaed a
DeW bulk· allotment of 229 officer- and sen, a reduction or one Jumdre:d.

A new F1.ldOrder which described ais.iona· and functions in t,he light
ot cbanpd circumstance. :appearedon the nineteenth ot July :(69).

·Gtmeral Gru.nert was retired trom active aervice on the thirty..rirat
of July' 1945 and Br1&adier General Kenneth I:. Lord, GSC, -h9 had been
Chief otStart under both Gerseral Dnur1 and General Grunert, was designated
as Acting' Commanding General .ffective thetirat of August (70)-' .



CHJ\PTER IV

When the rour Field P~uies were set up 1n 1932, the intention was
to proVide' B rn8BllS or na.tional defense, vhetl.er thed.e~enae should actually
entail the tEking up er datens1ve positions on our frontiers or engaging
Ln o~t·e.r1Sive ·operationsoverseas. Quif.,e" vaguely at first, they ii,ere
assigned territori.al mi.ssionswithin the countrrj" (1). t.s t-l.le emergency
created by the 'Axis tLr~~~at intensi1-ieC1. the der'ense ndssions assigned. to
the Arr-~s end ti:.eir accompanying defense commands beceme more specific
and. active. The First .~r GSsurnt:;d the clererlslve on the ec:st coast lihen
war finally started end with the erection of the EEstern !'heater o.f OJ)8r­
ations late in the month, units of tt18 Fourth krmy were also available'.

Certai.nly one or theBOst significant decisions 0:1" ttte war , however•
. one which may have been indicated by in:p1icat,ion in Rainbow No.5 but was

not specifically stated ttleTe, was the d.ecision by \\hie!1 the First J.~?'

began to lose most of its combat units as early as FebruEl'y 1942. For
this Was the decision whicll tool{our troopsOrl~ tt. static defensive .and
began to prepare the great orrensives in the lJed.itcrr"'arlean. 88a1.nst the
European Continent and latlerLn Asia•.

"ben the Japanese attacked. at, Pearl aarbor, the First, ii-m:¥ Wlita had
bereq reached their" home stati.ons a~.ain after the Carolina, Meneavera.
Aocordifig to a previous plen whieb.. howeve.r, was 1IOOll ChE!1g8C1, certain
1ID1t. were t.em.j)Orarily ,assigne'CS to .re"inrorce the 'derer~ sector. of tte
coastal troAtiera. Three battalion COfilbat \eams 0" the 2()t,b D1Yision
were· attaehe4t.o \-he lew Englard Sector and reattacbeC1 by them. ... to each
eBbeeotor.Tbe" batk11on. were Ir.. the lOlet. 18lst , . and.~ .1Btaat!7
ReP.... (2). Ia , ...··Iodt.-thUadelpb1as.ctor,''\he 28t.h'1J1Y1s_tr"'''. bA..~plle4 the :sect·or '1ieb11e .BeaerYe butt,h1s Divis_ 1r88
1'e1ifJw•. dar1II..g ita abse.noe oa m..... anclOA thft -elevent,h etDecember
1'41 the 4411h Dinstea w.. eubatit.e4 (,). OAt.he following". Flrst
Arm7 erGered \he II Corps to IRlPp1T a battal10n combat, team from the 44th

- DiVision tor~ to lr71tche1 Field. /act on the 8ixte~nth the mov~eat

of' .. a.ecoad battaliDtl combat team to \.he neWt,. or Georgetown, Delawere.
ana of ~he rema1A~ or tti8 regiment to the vicinity or Freehold. NeW
Jersey, wes orderecl. These three teams were battalions or the ll.3th
Infantry, eaCh reinrorced by a field artillery battery, a cOmbat 8rtgineer
com.psny~ and medic al and quarterrlaster truck detactuuents as prescribed tor
combat tear~s (J). .

Tile 29th Division st&tioned at i~'ort George G. l"c ade , I.:·e.r:.1end, had.
been design<.tecl i·or tl~e support 01- the Ch€'~rp±)Cal~e I3ay· ~~ector arid for 0J...~

erations against landings,(4). The sector plm c~Jled for t.he errtp~oyment
of c. battalion cOlDbat· tecxl on the Del.e:tJare pendnsul.a, a reiruoreed infantry
brieaoo, less one regiment, i..~ the se!lsitive 'Care n:er'4r;;r area# t,r::.e other
r;~~giment of tIe brigooe in t1le ¥~illia;:~bur'g area, and the division, less
detact.unents, in the Pdcruoond area. A battalion coJrtbet t€~eJn was to be used
in the Beaufort sector. l::J'l..i1e tr1is Division was never used. in the Sector,
~he :!r8ft.ework of the plan was used. in ttJ8 initial essign.rrtent. of tr'oie Sector
Lol';ile Foree. For the firs' few days or the war. troops or the 74th, 57th.
&i1d 244tri Cozst !~.rtiller.i llegiments wer-e used III gucrdln~3 instillctions and
sensitive points in t.he .sect.cr region.



These troops -were 800n moved elsewhere an.d the lllth Infrntry lUTived. in
Nor:olk tor civll derense on the tW&rtty ttdrd or December, 19U, reporting
to the Corps J~ea Comtv..ndeI:;. On the eighteenth, the II ~ Corps had been
directed to turr~sh a r~~\gimental co -bat team. fran the 29trl Divis1or~. The
team ~.et .88 the 116th Infantry with a battalion of the lllth Field
Art.illexy atteci~ These troops wer<~ t011Ied 1llto tf~ree batt alioncombst
teBllS d.esignsted as the Car~ Charles, Cape P4ll17'.. end. &sufort Ir&1et De4ense
l~orces ana statiaoed resli8ctivel¥ 1f. tt~ose thr$C general. areas (4).

~ .
In what was later to be the Soutlierf! .:>ector, who·se territDry Wc;S et

tr12t time under control or the Tt.1rd. ~, e1ght battel:tan ccd>at teoms
from. tllree i.nrentry regiments (the 135th~ 155th, and. 156th) were ordered
to v.arious points !rOO! Cuollna to Texas an the eighth or Decen.ber (5).

In Ue Ne\l~ Englpnd Sector, the original corrhat. teams were repleced.OIl
the fiftll or February, 1942, by t~ l04th W&'1try 'regiment and other
£t,taclled ertilleJ:r I e.ngineer, tJIarte%Si~.ster, and E.~:'dicSl tl~Op6. This
tea:,~ was in t.u.rn reJ)~t:Ced by one whoseoucleus was too lOlst Infnntry-
on the eevent,hof IJorch, 1942. and t h~1' were zelieved on the eleventh
of lie;-, 1942~bya team-*ose main orgardaet,1on was the 1Slst Int&l'ltq.
This lest teara re::1ained in place tor· ap~.ly a year and a halt (2).

In Chesapeake Bq, the cOlitbl& team of ·tt. 116t11 Ir.fentry waS replaceci
OIl t.he twe.'1ty--rlrs\ -otJanuery by one or Ute lllt.h Inrantr.r. In tt. Southern
Sector. tehe_c~ teams tu.rtdahed. by the IV Corps were replaced in mid-F.bn:.-.
ars 1942 1'17 t.eame Cormac1. princi.P&14 trom the 13th. Inrant~•. Subsequent
eabatitutior18 in this Sector were the 28tJl. 1ie·g1ment,.al Cor~ Tell1l on the

•t~y-t.hb4 :_ Hareh. the l2let ':onthe\went;r-eighth or April• .end finally
\he~:lQ4t.b~.. lJ"Je·:,'2latot _. all iA 1942 (4)•

• a .relNlt of \h_ cii«tpa••. relativeq' stf1)l.8i~uat1on1188 .:reacbe4
~hin tht'~'-T 1af,eepriftg or 1942 bot-a &S to, \beeise .. 4eai&n&l..1on
fit t,ha ~_Ue fONea. · Baott or \be .tout -..~s hell -l~1Sal .

.:..OIII\)e\·t.ea ".th.·18JA 1D."~,~ U)t.h -IA·a. ro*.·-~.il.1.ph1a,
- '. '- \be Ulth SA Cbeaepe,ake Ba7... the lO4\h :JA~.. Oae ft.ut.hel' cbaup
~ 1ft Sot&t.ertl 8eAor. he1Iner. iA J~.. 19.~, when tJle 104th "as
replacedl\r tie '-'~ <5:);. :~.'-.

!he'~d ~ ita Corps &8 rol.l.ella: '!be I ~rad-~ J&~ 1942,
\be II.·Mtt IV ill Febnlaz7i 8ftd t,!le 1 an4 VI 10 JWle_" ~. a~ 41rlsion that
~.1nEDt afterUaroh 1942 ",.tt.,· 26th" JI06t or wilOSG troops were -
~ to "ora ·80 that the orgardc reS8l"Ye .or .t..~ commatid &cXRJnted' prin­
cipally to the· 1Olst, P~gimeAtal Combat Team or the2(~th Divisioa. T"rdJs
tmit was ·dropl*d 1ft January 194:;. IDf~ fe-e~~ta~ &ther than thOae
att.acbed to sClCtors~ in EDC were the 1?6th in. the l4iilltQ17 District of
Yias~~1rt~nJ trs 366th~ (CLD) widell g~airrield's in 10ev;' Eagladtll end
t.he 372d (ern) w}2ich, b~{ sr:ecial assier.u;:,er~t of the t~:'E~r D..:3p.r;.r-Lv~ent, fu.r;-:ished
locw. g-~~ar-~ 1n :.r£tropollt~~1!~m1 Yorl~ (6). b

Of eOU1~e ~'1e e~~;E~I1ding General W05 eutrlor1zed in ~ergericies to call
on a.~~ tl~Ot>PB t:.:tr,.:L.ioned i.n. hie t.e:r:ritor.r (7). rlo\?16ver, tll:e nlu;J:,er of trcined

.. t "-i. , .. ~ -~ .- ., "n"" "'..... "'" t ..l 4' .... .:J,.... ~ t. ..eomb;l ~l~Or;S wr:':lC.n lier€ r~5UJ..4J e.v~e;'t1 1abLe· ~~. art,:'- Ofta (.·:une Wl.~nl....t1 'Lne bOtm...
caries of tile eommtttl.{1 Wc~ not impl~ssive. TIle el~ief de];)endance of the co.t"tJ­
:::er.1Cl \~es necessar ~ly t,lleref'ore on its SItul numl)e~ra of' org£i.nic troops most
of wl-4'll were widely di5peraed L'1 reconndSG~e patrols on the be~.e8 80
that nt) consider~,.ble stri..i{,i.nl; Coree was eV'er a:vailable.



From the rill of 1942 to the fell of 1943, the patrol or large
sections or the beaches was &SSUD.led by the Coast Guard. The mission
or sector UobUe Forces W88., to observe end patrol the coastline} to

· attack and destroy arrr enenw landing raide or stt.mpts f,o lend eneIr:7' agents)
end'to be prepared to operst,e in the r€~ar areas or the Sector in protect..
ing vital instillations in support or Service Commands. The observation

. a.Pld patrol or the coast presented difficult problems not O!1..ly of' terrain
and _ather con:dit1ons but the personnel problem 01- patrolling 80 long
a line with 80 tew f~,en. Some stretches or the Uaine coast were entirely
~practic;:al for foot patrcJls due to the contours of the coast.; and the
f)"Ea~J.)IJ end islands near Chesapeake Bay and southwerd. required the use or
Mat. or various kinds. When patl~ols we~, e at full stJ.ength, the beaches
were light~;r patrolled in the dl\V time and he aV'Uy patrolled at night so
that generally every pert of the beach was covered at le~st once every
two houra, Motor patrols, Army and Coast Guard, supported the foot
patrols where possible f-nd recocllloitered the vital beachesc1aily for
evidence of la.11dings. At, ita maxiJ:.um in the N.,. Englcnd Seem r. the
coIfbined JJ:m.y .. Co[:st Guard patrol. system permitted a density ol·aFproxiJn&tely
one t~ patrol tor every mile and B.. hill of be.a~tront•

.One quite celebrated. incident which ill~s the rel;iSOll tor and
ttle operation or. beach patrols was the landing of enemy agents in June
1942, wblob cane to be known as the Amagansett Alfair since one t or the 28Jldings
w(s staged on the South ah.ore of Long Is~~,", in the vicinity of Amaganaet\
(8). Theof,ber lan4ing was made ., Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida. at the same
tiJJeand was mE4e 1I1tJ1out d.iecover:r. The eight' agent.•• four of wrJOm larded
at ~h point, ·were transported to our ~re8 by ~.11arine and were equippe4
with sabotage rod 4emoJitioa aateriel, It, was their :L'ltention to make aDd
develop ooataCtaw1th qJlq)ath1se~:8 irttl:d... C01Ult17,establish ~helaaelve8

here 8ACl1'8main hent until t,he eMoftheYi&r, 'engaging ia aot,eot' sabotage
chi.et1l' aaaiAat e1tmdma aa4~~•

... ,a.a1. 'at, lmeg8ft''*'' .........bortJ¥ ~r' a1do.iPt·. • po1a\ '
abo\l\ )00. ,... e'- .1 tb.eGOaat CMarc l\.loa. ._ seC\10l1 of th. be_
.~ ,p4191~1e4bT ODe maD, aloaa IDdWl~. w:alkiag -eaet.wardt.bI'ee mile•
.. \heft -.. te tJ1e.•-1ea.: 'Ftye mile. ,--. ~be beach 1188 a t-
o! the U3th.Iataot!7, pm or the SeetorJloblle Force, but the .peiat whee
the l~ was In. w. a Ceafttald reapoaeibillty. 'the,ai8htot the
landing .88 dark and foggy. ft1etirst indication wbicll the' man on patrol

, had of the presence 01- other people on-the· beach waa t,he 8Ollt~d or their
voice.. ·Then he, sighted tf'aree or tour· ,men working beside Ct amall rubber
boat at ~he "~lterl1De. 0.- of t,be 1lCl, drees.·4 in civilian clothes, wa .
st14~ding ·on the More; two ot.-hers, wearing b~thing suits,. stood 10 the surf'
up to tl18ir knees and seeued to be u..rUo~ something f'rom. tJle boat.

Tile pP'trolrr£.n, a sear~an named Cullen,. asked r:r1at t11€ ti'OUlie ,\+irs culd
no one answered" but trie ;: an. in civUien c.lothes st~~rted to;:~[:rd l-lirIl. Cullen
asked him. wh.o he 'W- 5 but the.re was stLl no &'1S\ver until he z-eeched to
his hip pocket for his flashlight wtlffl the stranger, appm~ntly thinking
he WE:S ree.chi.P..g for a gun. cried out , Ufj'ait a minute. A..~ you t.he Coc.st
Guard?U

Cullen replied~ RIes, Who are you?-

The stra~ger then ~swered L'lat they were fisherman tram SOtlthsmpton
who had run £grourld but on being told tt.iSt the:}?" would have to come up to
the 5tttion end ~~r2it till dG¥break tie anapped out 6 "VJrJ.t B. minute. You
dDn't know .,;11at·s eoine on here, Ifaw old are you? Have you a frther and
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ItO 'her' I vo11l4a" wan' ~o ha.~. \0 kill TOll.·

A\ ~1. poln\ • - in Ivbaalag 'ranke. 4nulD« a bee throvch \Jut
1&%14. came up \0 \he pair aDd ~k. \rlet11 11l Geraan. ~ltm DOW belleY.
\haL, \he .en were 0era&n8aD4 \he .'ranger realllN. tha\ h. Ud. Bow..,....,
Cullen '.!pel pll1bUl'7 ad aalte4 1f 'he bag were tilled with 81....
The .\ramger t.ll in w1'h Ill. lead, -.14 \hat \her. were clall. in the hac
and suge.'.d 'ha\ Cullen forg.' 'he whol. 1no140\_ aoooapaDTiD£ hi. aug­
g••tlon with the otter of a hUD4red dollar.. When \he otter was rId.ad
to thr.. hundred, Cullen accepted and returned '0 th••~atlon where he
reported the hcident. Back at \he .'a\10n. a 'elepbone call va. put through
to the lapeague 3tatlol1 (Hea4Cl~t.r.D1.tr1c\ SuperY'laor). The information
«lYeD. vaa apparen\17 not ••%7 forceful or urgen\ or at le.at vas DO'
'r.a'••• auah and 1\ va. two o'clock b.fore .\lee of 'he incident began
to COIle In\o Ba.'ern Sea hontler hea4quar\er8 and paaa ~hrough them '0
'he Anq anclSe.\or. A UULll P&nl fro. the M1a«aa..tt atation had returned.
to the aCeIle of 'lie encouater but fOlJlld DO oa. there. Thq did find clothlDc
and Yarloua explo81Y•• buried la Ul, sand 010•• lIT•

• "'7 8e1l aDd an offioer froa the 113th Infan'l7 D.\achment arrived
on th.. aoene at abou\. 'we 0' clock. !!leT had no' been aleried through nor­
.al channel. bu' b7 & DaYal ra41oll&!1 at a llearbT l'ayal Jla410 Station.
Shortl,. af'.ral4Dlgh\ he ha4 heaN. ~. ..11D4 of IIOtora and. _alltd. 41•••1faa... !he po••ibU!\,.. that 'h... ladl...,. &. eubaarlae etfahore vl\h &

hoa\11. laten\lon - perhap••f 4••'roylag hi. .u\lon .. •...tMl .\roac
-Uch ·\oh1ll ,hat h. ..epJ'OllP'. \0 Ito... hi, Vif. aDd ch114 Who ver.
al••bc .... \hell .&vaT.,... 'u ata'tOil. ..nhe oall. \he 108&1
...., pad. aa4 va. llLtorlled. tba, til." ver. UDable \0 ··el...., av 1at.~

'lon rela\l.e'. po••l'b1. eaeIIF laa4Saga. ft"'17 ~aalle4 De :U1)!l
lataa\J7 ,.\6....\ aDA an~'.... UttltNlQ' ODIlY1aoe4 'hea \ba\ ...,~
aJ.cI:l' ·b. •• '. v

;:u......, the '.eJI1T ·la':eU~ :\h&' •••ah••le4.: De pren..~

.....e. ·a, ftI4Ie 41reo,iaa ftd_ fiz had. b.....'abl1••• 'pre""17 .••
\hi. ~"".~•.•. :~tat....'loD.·A14 .., ...-l'laUle alefthc.f
\he ..\U• ..1.·... lJ...... "foJte 1\ ~e4 .......\or l' va. erroaeoUl1T
.,.". Vla' ae\lon wa. ~.lnc'ak.. la" \he Bu7. ·Aa4ataoe no fu1A~
bfoJlUl.lioa ......hom the liaYy 1\ "aa ••auae4 \ha' DO ..\1011 •• require.,_the..,..

As 1" .ppen_. ~••"ari.8 ha4. rtm agroUDd &lao.' as .eGa .&. \h.
aabot,." ))11\ aabor. 1. 'he JlUbber _a~. la &r1 .,teapt \0 get t ...·
acalll, ita eo ~.r had I1Ul hi. IlOtore tu11apeed (thls va•.what '\he radio-
man heard ·and lled) &ad then dtapecl large fluantltl•• of oil fro. his taDka
in order ~ lighten hi. ye•••1. Still un8uec•••ful. he" prepared the aUb
~or demolition and me.de up a code·d message announcing that his mlsaion vas
completed but that he was forced to surrender and could not return to base.
He never had to ••nd this ••••ag•••cau•• \he tide ah1tted at dayllght and
floated him off. He vas even able to sink one of our ships before hie re.­
turn 'tQ Brest.

ihree nights later, another aubaarine put four saboteur••ahore a'
Ponte Vedra Beach,· Florida. In apite of advance warnings to!" be on .the·
alen for auoh an occurrence \he local pa\iola " ...e lJ.1laVa.re of the pre••nce
of &n78lltmIT agen\.. A. aotor patrol passed the landing point twice during
the couree of that night b~t apparentlT a' the ~ng hours.

The eight saboteurs were all picked up by ~he FBI within two weeks



and before they had been able to do any dams.g:e. The two incidc::ts c:t.eaDn-­
strated quite forcibly that the patrols then operatir~ vrera not atequate
and that the systems olliaison and dissemination or intelligence were
not ette:ctiveq under5tood. or applied. Both or tIlese sb.ortcom:i.ngs were·
thereatte':~' corri:'cted. The only ·other known la.."lding or enemy agents on our
shores occurred in the fall or 19·,",4 after all pE'trols ·h.~d been withdrawn
(9). .

. The stronger beach patrols retnained in effect until the fall of 1943
w:~en the,~, were gradually discontinued both by the }~f:.! and. the Coast
Guard. The sector kfobile Force Infaritrjl' Units .f/ere relt~ased., t:.~ lllth
in IJovember, 1943, (4), the 181st in December, (2), and tlle 113t12 (3)
and 144tl1 (5) in the following March. They were replaced bj'l' Cavalry
11econnaissance Groups ..tiell served. as -e mobile reconnoitering end striking
force but did not IJ~trol the beaches in the regulnr fastdon•. Tile 16th
Cavalry Group served in llel'; England, the lOlst in Chesarteake B2.:r and
later in::~tbe'~rormerNew York-Flllladel.phia Sect.or as well, end the llti~ in
Carolina, L:eorgia, a1d Florida. Even trlese s:mall forces "Were soon to be
furttler reducec1~ The 16th lias l.oat in lEW, ·19~, the 11th. in June, and
the 101st in JulJr (10).< This lett the o:~ -mobUe forces present in the
command. the 143m ~'1<1 144th Cavalry Reconn£isss-tlC8 Troops. one' or which
was 8ss~d to each .etcr. Y~ben the Sout,hern Defense Corrm1and Vias a.bso~d

in JUilsrt 1945 t.wo .more cavalry troops cane under the comm&-yl. These we;re
the 56th and. 51th on the South:ern LmdFrontier (U). When the 143rd and
144t.h Cavalry Recenn.sance Troops were assembled snd alerted tor relesse
·to A'nrt3 GroUD4 'orces lnApril194S. there wereeffe¢ively no mObile
atr1k1ng torces in aU beast ooaat t.erritOl7. Weh~ then reectied the
ultimate point in a long departum from \hose clefenslve pl~eparations whi.ch
ha(1 _11 made· 111 the maneuvers Dt u.···..pre-.war·,.ara. The' doQbla.purpose
or ~h08.,-e was 6Jmonstrat.ecl.by the tact thatl'le~13a4'~C8S8rullT

c81T1ed the .~ to the ...." 00 ter .tro& 01ir0lUl .~rea ~hat the ..SDtenanoe
.eta -...,!C ·Cleteas1Ye1~ ... _ lCltJPr aeceaaary. Actual1T~ .\he ·Ihole
prob1ea._ ' •.defenee esf'the .&St:coaat·... fK'l"~_:,?:1tlssby_.~ .

"<meuure_ tilaJl by 1d:lat .£rem ""18 poirlt at n.. m.pt,".:~ .alled tt. irid1Jrect.
.; .... of 4Ift_.!... 8£Uan... .~~:;IY·



QRAC'!!

In \he hood WOJlld War \he uae of air power came into 1t. ova.
ObYloual7. \hl. would Illclude \he concurrent 4...1opaent of .eapone ant
technique \0 comb.' 1\ and reduce 1\••ft.ctly.n.... It va. apparen\ in
\he Ylrat A:ntT OPX of 193'1 ,hat \he Un1'ed S\at•• A.ra7 vas aware of ,he
4.-an4. of till. new weapon .ince 'he .zerol.. included. the theore\lcal
exist.ence of an &1rorat\ varn1ng ••n-lce. 1.0\,.1 training and emplo7Ben\.
however. va. a 41fferen' probl_ fro. a paper ezercl... In \he maneuvers
of 1939 onl7 a aaall aaoun\ of ob••rya'loft alrcratl vaa a",aliable and two
reglJDent. of an\l..a1rcraft artillery. uadermanned aDd \1ndergunned, "er.
the onl7 on•• pr••eni at the Plattaburc Concentration.

III JtebruaJ7 1940t howeYer, \he War Depu-tment cra.ted an Air »e:ten••
Co~4 (1). !hle CoJlll&ll4 val \0 b. 100&'. 1n \he J'ira' A:n1T area aD4 \he
CoIlJDaJl4bg General, J'lr.' .Ara7. va. oharge4. with .up_IT1.lon of ~,. ac'lYl~

\1... Ii va. created in order to further \he 4e.elopaent ot mean. and
••\h04. for A.fen.. ap.lna\ all" at\ack ancl. \0 \hat.d. va. '0 &eYelop a
qat.. for 1JJl1tlecl. air d..ten•• of an area \hro'QCh practical applloa'lon of
\he ooor41natec1. .ttort .faYutlon,aa\l-..lrorat\ &nl11el7 aa4al,roraft
'wara~ ageacal... Brigadier General Chaae7. 11.8. AnrT. va. 1a eo.... -
with h~lIafter. at M1\.el fteld. Long 1 alaDd. Other ,han a hea&ctuar'er,
adh.ea4t.uanere aetaobaaa' 8114 • 81palSerYl•• (ooa.l.tl1'1g of ~woooap&D1..)
\he .A1r ht........a4 ..a t.o bay. DO \roopa .t ·1t. own. although "~
&Tta'loaaa4 aa\l-alrcrat, ar'111eJ7 1IIl1\. wre to beaa4. aTallabl. \0 -1'
hea';~.t. \1ae ...~• ..,. (2). . .._t.~..'l.a :ooJUl..'.'vo l ·.1_lat4 \be t.""lcJa .
t•• .... ,1&,...ab .t pfteel1JJte .f ~ ' , ....\. -,at
tu.~ 'ot a.•• ,....1 val.' \be Wir., ·ArIIT· laB.. toftla'~lNO
ad .".. a_uP- \0 4 lep __ 4.ef......f an 'anDT 1a *he 11el4. ......
vaa:aa _rot•• oal1_ "fl••'ho'.'- ad ",. pu-po•• vas \he 4eY.l.~'\.t
a ••, .. of ..Ule4 air d..t..... t.ra ....a111M.rl•• area.

. - .

utile tlr.~ ex.rei... \he 81pal lem•••f the eo_and ao.. \0,•
.......' area b JulT aD4 erpal••d .. .A1rerat, tiana.lag S.rvlc....."lag tip
OOI&IIlIIll..tlon., lntona't••••n\er. and ........'1.8 po.'.. and •••urbgtD•.
coope'.'lon of clYUlan croup' whioh were \0 aU'Ye 1a the t'Wlctloalag of ~.
ay8um bi _he tollo¥1ngllOntha. When 'he proYleloDal brigade of ant1alrcrat\
~'111.17 arrlYecl tor maneUTerl, it ••t up 1'. own ne' which functioned ••
part 0'1 the Aircraft Warning Service. The Air Defens. Command vas the fir.'
organisation of 1t8 kind in the United Stat.s Army and the 1940 Maneu.vers
vas the· f~\ futieti.onlng.of such It un1 t with an army in the field. i~e

flrat -aiepwa. $b.e develop1ng of maps \0 show the location of telephone
facilit1e.. ~1. vas done. as vas so much of the later work. with the coopera"
tlon of \he Bell felephone CoapaD1"- ill' 'this means. the approximate loca.tion of
ground ob.erver stations va. a..eterm1ned. Following t~1at local-posts of the
Amer1can Legion were appealed to b7 mall and. thq assumed ·the responsibility
for choosing the exact location of obsen-atlon posts a.'ld. for enlisting \he
••rYl••• of YOlunteer workers ~ IIaIl the .\atlonl. i1' the time that maneuyers
began, 406 ob••JlYatlon post. spaced approx1JBatelT fiTe miles apart over 'he
20,000 .quare allea of the area in northern "New York were ready for operation.
In order to handle the information ~arnered 07 these stations Ei-Tl Information
Center W&8 set up in 'datertown wi th an a1ternate center at Syra.cuse in case
the primary installation ahould be declared destroyed by bombing. The
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...&111&'. In'.lllgenoe "'a the Intormation Oenter, which va. I'1m by 'he
S1cDal hrYloe. would \. 'ranalli'ted oyer 'he AWS oomaunlcatlona \0 the Alr
D.ren•• Ott1o. at GoUTeneuJ', "he AAl lJr1p4. Hea4quar'era at Oouyeneur aa4
'h." Fault a1rclro...., U'lca and S7r&O\1ae.· !he whole .%.1'01•• V.I ••r1­
oua17 handlcappe4 b7 Ihortaeel lJl bo\h &Yla\lon and ar'111el7 80 \ha\ 'he
~••\ of procedure. va. lndlcatl'Y. ra\ber ,han conclualYe. How..er. 'he , ••,
va. good enough to ahov that a be"er channel for the nov of information
than the one which vas used "oul4 'be io connect \he obaervera dlrectlT 'to
the plo".ra on the fl1'.,r board lna\ead of hav'1Dg .the int.elligence pa••
through 'he Info~'lonCent.r firat.

!he ••cond 4mercl••, ' •• t Sector. ,'he purpoa. of which va. \0 develop
the air 4.fen•• of a non--.111\ar1••d area, va. held in January. 1941 (3).
MeanWhile, 1n Oe\ober and Nov••ber, Gelleral Chaney and Captain Gordon P.
Say-ill. of hi••taft ..a.... peraonal .tu47 of' lJrltlah Air Det.n.... !hi•.
T1.1\ val sade during the final .tag•• of the great air Battle of Brl\a1n
in which the .ttectiyen••• of tho•• d.fen,•• vaa proven. Since 1t va•
•vid.'. bo"eYer. \hat the Britt.. _yatem abould not b. transpoaed uucha.nge4
\0 \he east· ooaat of .erica. r••, Sector va. an ezperiaent v1\h •••eral
yar1a\1o.8 of \h. baalo tel... th. terrl\ory COy~ 1.11 'he ...rol•• va. &11
of the .tat•• of Kaeaaahue.'ta, Connec\ion' and Bbo4e I.land, and. a portieR
of II.. York ea.' of \he Hwlaon Iil.er aad aouth of *he Sauger_i.e-Copake•
•• arM IJlclu4ed. 'VO regie•• (Boe\on aDd -..,York) aad 'her.fore 'he eft....
t1.81l••• of 1D.'.r--regloD&1 ooorcl.1IULtlollao11lclalllO be , ••ted.. la \he Bo.'OIl
.-gloa, fl1t,ran4 lntoJlllatloa .ell'.r••ere w:t4er· on. rocd in 'he Chela..
.Armory. In the lIew !oRrecte•• on \he .'her hanel, reao'. tU\er e..\.r•
• , Bampa_ea4. ·Vbl'. Pla.lA. aacl lIev Ba••n.report. their eYalua'e4 pl.'._
\h.' op...'1oI1• .-.0. of 'be Wonaatton O.Il'er La lev Tork. Moreo.er ....
fl1'er ad btoftt&'loa ..., ..... ·orpalH4 • 11"1. 41tferea\17 :la ...'0 ely•• -'l••f 00apaJ'180. repN.bc \he ettlcleaqof 'ralned teaat. .
tel -ora...Ual..401yll1aa ..a aa4 _ea, aJUl'ftl!.De4·aolUera
.. '»> 1. "1'1l s-eapeot ._ u... JtePO"lac V' erowul........... a ·41tf....'
.,..•, f \al _t."'." __ .It.....,aoa po.,'. at· ., .u. ',m-
\er a.. T.* ........1114 el.eYa1wable aa...r. , baI- .fCf\W.'loa"' of • prl••'.1ta..,,8'. t pv1m4 .'b~~.LaUL•
....., WAl'.fta1a••a.~ wlUl Ule t ..eorl~•••• 'el""
llll.. ··b. \ft. ·J.oac 1a1aD4 'area, ,be ....r ..leo\·. 01> " •• po,'. vi.
ta.,~,. .~ola11r tn._alled. .1 ooapare4. '0 \he of r ••4ene4 .b....
• &'1011 poa'... aoyiag \h...1..... \0 \he ezl.'lBg '.lephen... 1\ was &110 ,
plamutd. 'k '.It ~. etten.t ob••rYer laao\ln\7 oa \he GOntlaue4 ~llabUlv

of theu .ob.·....'l.n. aDd report,. In aUl'toato all 'he,. \he ' ••i S.., ...
...rol..... oft.rad. an opponWttty \0 ezaah. aa4 IJIproT•. or it.card .aD1' \echn1--
eal d..tall, of tHlupmen\ and procedure. \00 .".1'0.8 \0 ••rr~l.n.

__ mean. of theae two exercises and by continuous research and consulta­
tion Yltho~her millta~ agencies and with the Bell Telephone Company. the Air
Defense Co1lL11.aD.d was able to work out the ba.sic doctrines a:nd. nrocedures for
the air' defense' of the east coast. Its mission was purely one of planning
and a•••lopllent. In June 1941, after a Tear and a half of .xi.ienee tit.
command was absorbed by the I Interceptor (later I Fighter) Command under
GHQ. Air lorce. and so passed from control of Flret Army. Although &8 part.
of the Flr8t Air J'orce. 'it "returned \0 nominal control of First A:nq and its
a ••Geiated ••:renee command. in the following-December. its functions remained.
largely autonomo~.

!htt antl..alrcratt artillery which was provided for the a.ir defense o~

the ea.t ooa.' vas a aomevhat different matter. From .tart to finish it va.
an integral part of the coastal defense comma.nd. Th.e first unification of
the Coalt Artillery Antl~Alrcraft regiments into a single organi~ation did
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ao\ eo.. until at'. Pearl Harbor. lly Ylrtne of a.BUllptlon of control oYer
all orpnls.'lolls in t.he JIonh...t I).ten.. Oo....nd. Ar,ea. \he troop. unl~le4

"ere able \0' Illll.be 'ven'T reg1Jaellt.. and ,hr.. aeparate battalion. ao.t of
¥hiGh ha4 be.· orpalaedlilto fly. brigaA... boa \he•• 'roop1t \he Proyl-
.tow 'lrat Aftt7 Anti-Airoratt Anl11e17 Golllla114 va. foraed on »....b.r 10,
1941. and. Major General Sanderford Jarman. U. S. AnrI. who was then OOIlmall6­
lDg Ourp Stewart, Georgia, was dea1gna\ecl a8. commander (4). In a4dl\lon '0
the orcJ.1naJ7 reaponalblll'l•• of a \roop oamaander. he vas charged with the
auperv1810n ot the training of all Harbor Defen.e Antl--alrcratt Artillery &D4
alao '11th the ooordinatlng of the preparatlonof the Antl-Urcraft Artl11eJ7
D.fenae Plan8 v1\h the .A1r J'orceCoJaaander. and the 4eYelop••nt of ~h. opera­
'lonal control with Air J'orce units. By.ub••quent chang•• of name the Pro­
Y1alonalJ'lrat A%'1:17 Anti-Aircraft Artillery Qoamand became ,he AAAC. ~.\.rrl

!beater of Operations en _he \hlrteenth of JanuarY' 1942 (5) and \he AU.C.
".te", D.t8J).se CoDBand on the twentieth of March 1942 (6).

One of ~. firat acta or 'hi. OOIUBand vas ~. preparation of an antI.­
aircraft artillery d..feu. proJect for the ea..tern eoast .1aU~ ~ the
pr...lol1817 prepared harbor defea•• proJeo\. ('). The proJeot 41Ylde4 \he
ceaata1 .-~t.8 ana In\o '.:areg1.a....Bo.\on. A1baD7. Buffalo, llew fork,
Phl1a4elphia. Bortolk. \f1laiDgton. Charleston,. JacklOnville. and taapa-M1aal.
Wi-thin the•• reclo... 'he Critical Area....ere ••lected for prot.otloa ..4 a
d..'era1na\lon 11&4. ot what araaaent &D4 par80nnel would be required '0 p~
teo-t tthea. .oognla1Dg that a full 4.t~•• oould DO\ )e ••\ab11ahe4 wl\h
'he ... aDd ...'.r1el \hell at haD4 \he \o\al requlremen\. were -41vlclecl In\o
,u.. pr1erltl.... !he t1nt o·t th••• pNv14.a ••le\on utea•• of group•
• , ta41apeaaableba\alla\loaa ta erl'leal ..... and of _he laO.' n\fl
1aola'. plaa\8 OJ). or aear Uleooaat,'he ..00••up.at'" the crltleal area
4.'.....f" \he flratprlont7aD4 , ..riA. alala11ll 4.fen•• tor aUl\loaal
yt'al laaWl.\toaa taz\her tal.., Uae thUcl -.n4-.1 a nul a1lgllen\a\loa
.t .... ·4et ·.. en". p..' ..\loa " la.lallA's.... no' laol1l4tN1 ....
•,l~ ti1e- fl '.r ..... prlort'l."

:ana. III '\. '1aa1 nap_,-the 111_-' 1...1',. ·of crm- '\0 h ....
'.W..1I'·,1..·~. \haDtha, ...a.p BaglaM. •• kitla lIa4 10 \" .l1t~lal••'
e-ae. _ .,..,.....fan .,..... __- l' va. pao\loabl. ~o eo ',,'- thlftT-
t.wo .:1 \hall Oil a:a:r alag1. ·plan or tOJl8&\l4nreprdl••• of 'he aDCl. otappl'DaOh.
~ eva ',propo••d 4et8••• eoul4 !lOt. oonoea\ra'. liON \haD. 'vel•• guaa &\ 1\.
pea'••', and t'lra' prlorl\7 urena•• would b••1117 .a..t1f~.-Or .....1Dhot\
'ho...... ,he Britlah in ooaparable ...~.

»o~ va. atq' a\t81lp\ \0 be ma4.., tQ proylde ".fen••• for maaufactllrbc
pl..taao\ eaca&ed directly b the war ettort. large '-aU ceatert. .en.l'!••
points 011 oolaun1eatlell lines, aourc•• of water aupp17 for bIportant c1\1••
or power .plants. fbi. would haye required additional widely disperaed
materiel L"ld persoD:..llel the diversion of w:hlcn fro'';;l other activities vas no\
.considered either desirable or necesss.ry. Even on tr.lis basis the project
called. for a troop stre::lgth which ranged from alight17 more 'than 183,000
uadar firs' prior1ty to some 458tro~ under priority three. Armament also
ran to h1gh figures. iineiT millimeter guns. for example, would number at
least 1.507. with 3.859 as 'he number for the fully aug1Ilented defEL.~Se8. At
the tim. t.-hat the project was submitted. troops actual17 employed numbered
solle 26.000 and 90mm gun. only 48. Afteraubmlasion and approval. this hU€8
P~J.ct va. held in abeyance. It never vent into effect. Enemy ca.pa.bl11\1••
for launch.b€ air att,aoka aga.lnst the United States yere \00 alight \0 warrant
coJlUlittlng such qua.ntities of men and materiel to defense. It vas a long
time, indeed, before we had them to commit and when that time arrived it
seemed wiser to commit them elsewhere.

'Because of the large nUp1bers of troops which ~-o1J.ld De involved. if arJY
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a4.qua.'. AI. A.fen•• of the ....t coa.' vere made. General Jarman avgge.te4
. U1a\ 11al'e4 serYlc. aen be utlli••d. fbie n.gg••tlonvaa dlacuaaed a.\

Yarloua tl&•• v1'h the War Deparben\ and val esbodled 1n t,he proJect as .tab­
.1'ied. In lan11&Z7 19~2. ihe act.1Y&\1011 ot an AA. rag1aen\ of 11m1tad aarYlce
·p.raozmelwal authorised and. 'he reg1sen\ va. torae4. !hll exPer1.ental
organl...'lon ·proved alleee.aM. In October 'he gradual replacement of geneft\l
••rvlc& men and oftioers throughout, the command by tho •• Clua.l1.fled tor l1ml\ed
••rvloe olJJ.y vas ordered and the unit. 1n which th••e ch&ng•• occurred were
to ~ll peraanent17 •••igned \0 d..fen.. OOJUl&%ld du\l... linen thi. CODVeJ-­

slon had reacheA a .tage when ~ of the officers of the command "ere OYU-­
age and. more than ~ of the enlisted men were 11mlted aerYlce. 1n June 1945,
the collYerelon vas discontinued b7 the War Department. SubaequentlT. ~
'.nt-limited ••rvlce- va. discon\inued and .en who did not· ••et m1n1m:am
phTalcal .._quiz-._nil tor induction 'Were ii.charged from \he ,AftQT. . fh•••
factors and 1n addition. the torma\lon of a.uaero118 cadre. for the expan.len
of \he arm. caused an almost continuoU& high turnover ot. personnel wiltl~ the
usual attendant d1ff1cultie. ·01 organisation and \ra1nlr~ (8).'

One of the moat notable &Chi.yement. of the Coamand va. the developmen\
of \be Whot loop" q.tea of oolllRmlaa\lon. ~or In\ell1gance andCOlNAan4
circuit.. !he•• circuit. (tour wire amplified circuits turn1aha4. on a
aon.ihl7 ren'-al basi. by local \.lephone· oo8rp6D1aa) were manned \vent,.--four
hcnlr•.& 4a-T, r.qu1red no rlngiDg, DO r.paai•• and DOacknowledgementr••
Becauee of ,he ' ••lp everyoperakr heari. ....". •••sage and act. accorD-
belT. 2he 11·n. a8ITK a,_. ~11ter egency for eigh\ ·k tUt..en repor\1Dc
poa'•. aDd. preo11lde4 &DT es\easl.etl1\er1nc at opera.\ora boards. Strict llmt
41eolpUa.•• v1th ,he hlghe.'eche1•• ao\lnc aa eoa\rolat.at,loa. 1naured a
wen.rpal••.&D.d eftlel.., .,.Mm .t YOl•• Vaalal••" 1·,· Va._ fovdla
~"H~__' W .....'lU .-.pond- b7 ••\poe'. va. ee.al.ka\17 clell...... \0 '..
\h. ttre ..l1D1,. vl\hlB ttMa,,-fl...eooJUla tJoa .\he\1ae til. -ho.'ll.- paa.
vaa tv., apo",". 1JntU fire ....u,...... prepared. kt· 4.11..... ett..,t.. tl..
ta). .

, .:::~·.ta' a1 1\ waaM11... --- .,,- MMl'... ell\po,' .-Nrrar..,_..
··(AatS-u.an .anmU7 ta\.elllcenoe ~l..) vas a4ectlla'. "\0 wara ,1\ -.·I:·\tl.,

. ~ app~·.f a1Jt...." tt4\M.• 'rel1irc 1l1iOh.0Il \he »11. lhl. : 'I)0".ln.
'It...... anU1U7.-.-1&1.- .... 1........bc \laaa tllh'er &1roraft_:l_~'<,...
'" .wanMM\ b\1ae to let plan•• in t.i4e 'air and in po.lt1on to'r .'\&ok.- :'~.__S1-
_lel7._ '\h. O'~.I' band 1. alrea47 la poat'len .. the ~.'11. \lap' el\lul1'
40•• ·0,'" DO' ...e wilMa ranee. G\ho\1gh \P.e .AAU •• 'led. in v~th \h•
• 'S "."~'" b\elllgeaee pa••• oyer 'he Un.. 111 .l>o\h dlreotloaa. \he
~ ~1aIlo. of the AA.AC. waa on 1\8 own varaiac aen1oa.

, .

the excellen:t oominudca\lons of 'he AW'S andAAAC on the east co..., ...
largelyihe r ••ult of the great already .stablished telephone network which
'·.x1atedthere &1 JlOvhere e1e6 in ~e· world. !he use of tbe·~.~..__:L.oopH qat...
bowevert was not neoessaril~r confined. to areas where eomltlerclal facUi ties
."tare available but could be used.. advantageo'Uslz: under field coridi tiona and it.
va. found that it was carried to active _heatera allover the vorld OJ' former
unl's and officer. of the AJ.AC.

!he Provisional First Ar:m:l MAC officially became the MAC. Eastern
Theater of Operation, on \he 'hlneenth. of January. 1942. without ch.ange b
mission or f1D1ctlons (5). Su.bseql1ently I on the eighteenth of j-~eh. when the
liar Depart.ent changed the name of Mstern fheater of Operations to Ea.tern .
Deren•• Co..andt 1\ direote~ the £ormatlon of an anti-aircraft coaaanc1 aceo"'"
lXlb to the principles of Training Circular No. 71 ar~d specifically placed
the .AAAC of 'the Eastern Defense Commar.d u..."lder ttie onerat lO!"J.S.lcontrol ot the
I Interceptor Command (9). Training Circular Eo. 71 (WD. 18 Dee 41) vas in
l1ne with the conclusions reacl-led by General Cha."'ley in hii; investigation and

~ 59 ..



exper1menta 1n Air »eten... Ii Urac\ed \hal ~. an'1..a1rcra.t, oommandUJ
be under the. lntterceptor collllander and \hat vhere"'er an interceptor coJlliand
val d.1Ylded .1n\o region. ,hat ant1-a,trent' anUlery be alao 41ylded lnt,o
regional oomman4e. Since \ha\ I Interceptor (l1gh'...) CoIDlll&Dd had onlT
tour reg1enl \0 which a t1chf,er wing va•••Iigned this r ••ul,eel in onlT tour
active regions for \he AAAO .a well. {ib••• "ere So.ton. 1Iew York. Philadelphia
and lior!olk. The deten•• provlded 111 a r~lon va. (in spite of the AAA
hf«l•• PJ'O~ec') «eneral17 a brip4e of three reg1llen\a. .

A standard operat1ng procedure for operational control was worked out
b.\wee~ the Goauaandlng General. .A.1r lore... Eastern Defen•• Command and t.he
COlBl':'8Jldlng General, .A.AAC. EDC. By thl. 1ns\rument. opera\lonai control vas
•••t-ed in the Fighter Oommander and vas de·fined aa the coordination of the

. ar'111ery local,lefen•• w1th the fighter general detenae QY cll.aemlnati~

information .a to the location ot trlendlT aircraft, b7 restricting artllleJ7
flre a.TUl illumination or barrage balloon operation, and by ordering special
fire. 111,.inatlon,.or poal tlon f1J1ding al••10ne. h ~e aba.nee of \he.
a'bove 8Pec1fi~ control. elth8r po.l~lv. or negatlYe 'he artiUery va. tree
t.o act on 1t. own 1nlt1atlve (8).

Ano\her ,Joint Standard Operating Procedure va8 Ga. v1\h \he liayY (".'ern
Sea Froniier) tor t.he ooord1.nat,loa of 'he an\l-alreratt fire of ah1pa 1». port
with ar\111el7&ebore lacll1dlag \ha' organlcal17 •••1ped to· hY77a.rde U4ba... (10). fbie .eye va. both 4••1rable aDd .ec...ary on the bar.l. \ha'
al\hough the AUC BeYer ahec1 &7!iT' ••rr ereat .'..eBg\h. Ihlpa 1n por' ot'en.. earn_ large 11111ber.aof \t-aireraft psla. Opera\loaal OOJl,~i va••••\e4
1a ,he 4UD IecloDal GoWl.Bcler who VILa htault 00&'.11.4.. .t oo.r... .,. \he
J'lgb'.r Colla... ,eo..1$1ca'loAa "ere la14 Ur"'lT -.4o,ck. &DAi pier. and.
M Dayal ·1aa\aUa\lon.....1'. rna which ....... oould be relayed \ou1p.
an..., b ibe harbora. . -

'.·-..,'...erU43••eatae· .AU 1'.,...••"eepar&'. from ·tUh~Cl"
...........\he ""' Ak '. , .... JMa1ae4 the Dlll.tor opee&\lae-
aea1A\alabg ill. ~at, "bca.~lc.a. 1\ \hea. ,••-.bll*-.(U)
,I' ... '-'her 41reeM4 ,hat \be.l.UC 1a .~. 41r hree opera\loaal".',,1.' 1M 'War~, pob", 01l,t \bat .~'loBa1 ·eoaVol
"a._.M \UI4e~.tood .a &' \ran81'ioaal pb.aM pu41Bc -the e.'abll8haen\ of a
eoeple" OOIIIIan4 rela'loa.nlp lA aecor4aa•• vl\h a .." 4c·ctrllle whi. hat
then been tonNlai. and ..bodied in the la.~••t 1'1814 SerTiee JIe&ulatlolla.
!hi. 400\r1n. w;a. cUrec-\1Tla 11ae with General ChaaeT'a· 14_ 111 Air ~t~••
eo--n4. ani va.. quoted ... t~ll.VSt -'nan ant1-.lrcrafi· anl11eryt .eazcbllght.
&ltd barrage lJalloOllB operate in the air defen•• of the .... ar.11. vl\h av!a\loll. .
\he ef£lclent explolta,tloB. of the ape.oW eapablll1rle-. ot each, and 'he avoid­
ance of unnecessary 10••es \0 friendly &Y1a\lon. demand that all be placed.
under the command of the air commander responsible for the .area. fhl••us",
ee done. - AetU2.1~i. ho~eTer. it was not done in 'the Eastern Defense Command
·becau~e the AJu\,C \i~s en.tireljr· el1miDEited before it eotUcl be accol!l}.)liahed.

i:ne reorgan1tla\1on which va. ordered in December 1943 (troop baais
35,OCA") resulted i:n a reduction or the firing lL~1.ts of the AJ\..A.C to five
groU:v9 (12). ~h.ese 'trtere to be stationed a\ Manchester (Conrl.a). ~;ewport.

Hev York, Washington a~ IJevport Neva. .1m. An\l-a,lrcra£t Ar·t1l1er:r Group 1..
eomposed of three battallona one 01 which is a ~~"1 bat\allcn. one searchlight
and one automatic weapons. It replaced the regimental organization. At
about the aame time .s the reorganisation of ,the Fa.tern Defense CoJDJaaD.d was
ordered, the War Department also anno~~c.d a ~icular need for certain
types of .AA units to be released to the Ground Forces. Twenty.. one battaliona
of var~::>u3 tY})es togetller with grou;p and brigade headq'l1.arters were released
to ~ro~~~d Forces in the follow~1 spring.
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Bu.t. 1t ._ aleo \ha' .... ~rlag whlch ~.11e4 \he end of \he Alle.
A War Depar'••nt l.'t.~ Qf 3) March 1944 &Ilftounced a Joint Chlef. of Staff
4eelalon au\ho~1.1Dg an exception ,. aa,egory A of Deren•• aa l'applled \0
'he Coathen'al area of •• a..'era D.'.... 00....4 \0 peral' \he 41.00a­
tlnuanae of all antiaircraf\ artillery (14),' Con••quenl17. 'he mi••ion va.
'.ralnated and troop. vl~rawn tn. poat'ions .,t.e\1•• 1 July 1944 (15).
The troops .ere r.l....ed \0 the AftfT Groll1l4 forc•••

.At'.r ~. A.UC h&d been abandone4and any ac\1.,.. air 4.ren•• by EDC
had been ell.continued. two 110••1 airborne weapon. appeared which ....ed '0

.oonatl\ute a threat \0 the Continental Unl'.d S\at... !he fira' of th•••
was 'he German I'Obot boab &D4 the ••cond \-'he Japan••• balloon.

BarlT 1a 'be afternoon .f the 'hird of Jioyeaber 1944, General Graaerl
recelTed a telephone call froa lb.. War »epana81l\ 8-2. ~. call vas \0 ~.

effee' that the War Department had l'eo.l.ed hforaa\lon fro. what va. reputed
\0 be an exeellant source tha~ 'he Oermane had. •••eral nev-'\TPa aubmarin••
in Iorvecla:a poria. aDd 0118 of 'he boats va••ohedule4 \0 d..par' for lev loJlk
Harbor' ~ us. \he 1.1 t1T1Dg ltoab. 110 00lltlraiag repone had '.en reoe1••
froa other ..ur••••s ,,_, al\hough an ."eap\ va. Minc aa4. \0 aeoure them
and SIiA.1U bad been aKed to aalte pho\o-reeo1U1&l.eanoe. In ,he abaence of
eonfln1atlon. 'he War »eparu.••t 41d. DO\ van' aDT\hlng \0 be &0118 1••' til.
ao'lY1'7 ..... pneral &lara -Ill ,he pllblle. I' va. thouP' 4••1rable \0
pa•• til. In\.lllgence 0Jl " .•la'.ly tor vha' 1\ -1#1' po••lb17 1). vor'h la
tu\ure 4...1oplleD'•• ltu\ .U1. liar Deparaen\ 0.2 aDd Operatloll8 Din.lon~
••\11&111 tlee14e4 \ha\ 110 ..1IIl' \lea ...:1.4 It. Uk...

_ .....\1allT.1aUar sap waa ~.,._ by MalftLl Leary. 00-»4..-
.f~ lea J'ftJltler at appndJla\.17 , ..... tta.. La,.. tlta at.....
·..oa, .1IoweYer•• Goal. 41.,.,. Ala-en. Malral Leary ,. la.""' ,p.
.........1.. paUol him .... 210 aU waN fro. - .. Ie. aa4 ·M .......

....-'i1..\l.oa wlth\he .., tor f abp1aaea•.ra4ar .....'1.~'
.nlUeI7.-. 41...'1.~ to .-.•..!.eu7-.'. ,hat .u.e .,-.. .lgId ,D""
la lite·,••..,·· "\ure ad wa. p.....,..b17 -._eel '.. 1m lat.lllpa.....t~
tie__' .,. eoa.1UnJa·1T tllgMr \llaa ,., ·11." lt7 '•• ..,. ..-.-. ..' .
I..n'*i•• tRal1abl. \0 Malral Mar, ,-,au Uaa ..'MIl -UrettW ..it:_·u
llal'" 'Ja r to mata'ata.a»:T l4uUl.reooaaal.-.. aa4 hr ·
,\ ·..1114 'u eary __ .tl11•• Ana7 e well. the AnIT ..u.a ..
..'teret ~aot. "ere alae qui'. l1al\e4. _.AUC Myluc b·... 41.ban4el.'
the .Oa1T aa'l..-a1rGrat~ which ... left la DC ..s \ha' orcantc \0 \H~r
ht~.... tluah of 'hi..... tn .'orac- or ..l.\enanceor va.. 0...,,1•• ;:1lG.'
_a.a. •• _un1'loll ~erY. va- d~'. ..rs.r.' U~ :lore. baA an
an\1-".1rorat' a"111817 brlp4.e 011 Long lalanc1 til a ,ral.lag afta'us. _.
were not· '-ctlcal17 deployed an4 were vl\hou\ -.nt'ton. !he Pint Air
Foree It••lf vas" not a ~ctlcal organisation at 'hi. time but primarily a
training o\1.\:(lt. However they did have some airplanes and people to 111'
them and their forces at Mltchel Field could be 8.'Og'inented from other east
coast bass.. At the maximum. the aggregate of forces Which could be ass~bl.d

by EDC and First Air Yore••ere Dot oyenrhelalng. but even the•• forc•• could
not be madeaTal1able to the ~~aY7 by either General Grunert or General Hunter
acting on hi. own initiative. i'hla vas \he catcl1 in the Navy directive \0
Admiral Lear7.

Me.. ord.-1ng \0 an aere...·ent for Joint Air SUP.. port which. had b&en.. ,made
between PC an4 XSJ' in \he pre.loU8 reblWLl7 (161 t 'he eo.....t.n« hDeral,
EDC, who vas responsible. for the a,ir d.efense of the 8as'ern seaboard .. vas
to assume emergency command of aD1' or all tactical A:r1a7 Air Force. units
stationed within the command, and operatlonal control of ~ naval ttghier
aircraft which were made availa.ble. The circumstance neeess~ for 8uch
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eaer~enG7 ooa\rol va. -«reed \0 b. \he ..en' of an actQal &t~ck or -the
1amlnen\ thr.., of .'\I1ck a. 4et.,.lned by the Judpen\ of \he eo••auding
General, X»C. .

Bo....ar. \h. preYlolll17 41.OllaS. War »'parlIlen' 1.\ter of Apr1l 5.
1944, en the .ubJeot of a.tens. oollllaD4a. which baA ..powered defen.. co...
mana. \0 •••wae ...rgenq 'oollJaand of. 8ft7. ,A.nr¥ fore•• phTalcally pr•••nt
wl\bll1 the lisl'. o~ \he coasand had funher .\a\.ed \hat under 'he existing
.tate of oomnmlca\lona prior liar Department approval would 'be ••cured.
In other vords. 1\ va. aec••aarr tor the War Deparimen\ to declare the
...rgentJ7 (17).

'!he War Depart.en' repreaentatl.e had cl..t1nl~.ly .taied that su.ch an
...rganq 41d DO\ 8s1.t not onlT 111 .the original 'elepbone conversation,
but in ala'ar '.lephone conyenation a\ e18.en-th1rty that night. vhen
General GJ'U%1ert t on "he 'bas1s of Admiral 1.8&17'. atrong direct lye. called
08n81"&1 Hull of' 'he Operation. D1Yl.lon for rurihar lnforsatlon.

Aa '.he .1tuatlon .\God during t.ha\ "nl&h~ of Ho...ber 3-4. wben repr..­
seab.\lv••' .f to\h J;nq tore•• "ere OOD.\lnllGl181;f' prnent a\ ••"arnS...
J'ron\1er. plaan1D.g va. po••lble, (9) ltut General Iluat,er of ,he lint A.ir
Joree wal tmable '0 laaka &nT &c'ual oo..l\1aen' ,In the ab.enoe of a 41r.c~lv.

froa 81\her \he 4rw:i Air Jlorcea or hnenl Gru.an_ t.a.ral GruD.ert vaa un.­
able top."e .11Ch • 41reo\lye 1n ~. ab..... of War Depa.r\ae.\ approyal.
A4alral Lear" plaDDed '0 .,anhl. opera'lo~.\4a7break OR Io..aber tour\h
&lI4 aeMe4 tile .~ ...1.-\...._•

. !he ·.llll&\loll V&& olantle4on \he tollov1ac aona.lnc.haeJ'alHaa'ttr
reo.lnd.. ~'lYa ,... .~ Air 'oro•• whl,ohelipOveftMl hta \0 ...la'
.A4a1I'a1 -".1\>1 all e'- hl. oapabl11'1... •.... DQanaeD\ .\111 AU
..\00.."- \he .1\..\loa ort\loal .. leaeral ..~ va. 4l~·W ..,
\0 We...... '1\eftra.\~ Porea b. ~kltlOOftlDaH••r ...... ,."l-le
wl.ll':~»&e. elYllU. pQbU,... "l..'_ ·.,,~ozaa'l..·.. ~,

",- ~ .

... -,·1••'1'''"' l_paVol••. \he J'lrJ'41rloroe ...... a4d1'~
p~.aaA·~7. 1'. ~...'i..1Nhti· a1eac .\)a8.. '.~ e1ao... • t ..l~
b aeoodaaoewl\b AUG pl._ .. 1'.\alael\ty DC. All ay,.Uabl. Al ~.,
b the ~rhi' -J)repare4 tor tire am4 .....84 vl\h what..."
per_lDlel _\tl4 Ha ble4. \akbg \h.. from othertiuit....ereQo••aal7.
!he DC~_,.f.raa rgenq '111PP17 of I&IIJl\1Al'loJl boih tor i\-aoWll aDA
for \he .A1r-. -oJl1te euas. the_unittoa VA. -ra0ke4 111 raplc1ly from supp17
pola\. aa4 .....retl)'· .a po••tole. Aoo.'lnuoWJ alar' vas' ..lntalned\1ll\ll
the f,en\b.ofBoyember. when In.b11ctloaa ••re reoei...ed\O r••uae aoraal
operation. l.a the. ab••nee of aD7 ~urtber oonfirmation of the original report..

ftd. incident 'trias the tint time t.-...at the United States was ever trpeclf..
lea11y defend.ed again.tlt robot l~mb a,ttac!::. It vas chiefiy important as &.t"'1.

indicational the desirabUliy of a Joint War and i~a.v;r De,pertment evalua.tion
of intelilgence in .1tua\lona which would. inyolye bo\.h Services, and as au
indication of \he need for clarifying the authority to assume respo:n.sib11ity
1n, a.n. emergenay. The so., ulu.\aI'Y result vas the poverwhich was auhae­
G.'Uently given \0 Defense Comraandera \0 declare emereenc1es or;. their OV11

intt1atl..... aDd. to Asawa.· COlllUU\d or any neeelS&l7 Anaj' forces~ in their
territory (18).

Ear17 in Nov_berlM4 balloons made or ~ecial17 prepared and tested
paJ>er. with capac1ty io Ctlr17 lneendiarT or antl--peraonnel bombs first began.
to ·be sighted and recovered in Hawaii. Alaeka, Canada and the tJn.1ted States.
At least one reached a point as t~r east as the State of i1ichig~~. It vas
belieVed that the balloon. were being launched from Japtt..n. prOI)er. probal;ly
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fro. 'he leland of Boaell.. Jleteottolocloal u,. 111410&'.4 \hat the d1rect10n
and yeloclty of 'he vetit \0 ea.' wind current. are ldeal17 suited to propel
'he 4ft'lee \0 our v••, eoa.' aa4 lD.land. par\loular17 iurlng the vlnter
lIDaVA.. JIo veapo•• "ere inl\1&11.7 tOlmA in aD7 of the balloon. which .....
reo....... aft.r laD4ine other \han inoendiary o. aail..peraonnel DOIlb. which
otfere4. on1¥ • nqllg1ble threa\ unl••• the IllJllber of balloons landing were'0 ~ aultlplle4~ time.. It .....d logical to a••ume that thi. fantastic
weapon alght b. 4••1gnecl for 'he uttba\eoarr1a«. of ~.e IlOre potent threat.
Sin.. \h. Japan••,. had. epoken troll tille \0 tlll~ of the potentiallties of 418......
eaualng agents .a a weapon. and had gone eo far as to i.sue warnings to ita
own troops tha\ the Allie. alght UtI. btological warfare aga.1nst them. 'he
po••1bll1ty \hat \hl. _1gbt be 'h.eTen\UA1 purpose of Japanese balloon. va..
gl"'4J1"i ••rio," oonalderatlon.

lanen a balloon l&Dded 1t conliliuted a problem of internal secur1:ty- aDd.
-va. therefore a SerYlce Command r ••ponslbl11t7_ However, the Ea..tern Deren••

ColAl'8n d va. re·apon81ble for I.ten•• againli balloon. wiihin 1'. t.rri~oJ7

wh11e thq .ere .\m in nlght and. was further ,..apon81ble tor coordinating
the c1..fen...plana of th.·Yarlouakrvloe C~d. and. for 8uperYlalD6 aai
1a~.cl1ag the 4ef.... \ra1nlDC. Bar17 111 Ji1a7. 1945, &_ba.lc plan (.DW-45)
vaa prepared ¥hlch Ht up a noa1nal defen.. .\rue\ure ana provided for lIP
oraaee4"eten•• 1f \h. alil1atlon varraate4 (11). It va......eel \ba~ a
Yell ••\Abllah. 4aten.. \7 'he V••\era De!.... ComaRn" would Interoept &

••aknt1a1 ...b••f ,. )&1100•• 81'Aere.er 'he waier or .within it, lanA
areas and tha\ .neequently oaly .. Dall ~..'be.rtroul4 reach \be terr1\oJ7
tanherea.'. J' waa DO' \hough' \ha\ 'he sl\ua\loa 'hen YaJ7an\_ • 41....
sloa .f per.....l or .., ..lel 01' \he 'buU4lag1lp .f a foro. for \he purpo..
• f Mallac dtJa. &128h aD uapredlc\able .&ad wUe1T 41aper•• pha•••f ·wart..,.••
.... JMt••lbl1t~1•• v.:r. allow. toa--tlra' ,bat arr1.&1._ .1gb' 808't.... '.
M b~" .., ad --eligible, er MOOd ~, til. -lPt laor.....ao4eJa'~•
• 1' ,atN. __' .. taarea.. lIlch'·........ the fue' ..,_1"\10& '\he .
lta11eotla ...u ..'lD.. '- b' Ueo- ·.t 1WY1Oe _".'w1'" ............. tat........ ..-0- ..~4 1'eflUu. · 'Io•.·.tU.~
.. ~Uaa••. ro vl.peltapi .lnltaa •••l ill .. '••' ....
Vlt_ po,• .-\Ul 1a14"..,.., ",U.....loa of Vctops ad aa\er~.al·.•.,'" ~.~

••'_1~W laY.1YlDc ...,MIa Det.... . ..."'. &UY1........:
&Jl4,,·gYllt.&a ,eI ap.et... !htl' eo"1'loa _1I14aeo•••l\a\. pn.~·W_
hpanaeat atnloa kto~ • ..., 4etb1'. .tepaood4·M \aken l>ecau,ee DC .1la4
DO \roop. a4etUA'. to nob. .4.t.... an4 'he torc.. which would be ••&11&bl.
lJIl4~-Gen..-l n'. ...~geD.C7 power...ali ..\ be for•••en.

-!he pi written on ,he .aala.f Uleefa••l1IIp\loaeand oono11l8101l8
an41'''. li..'ributel wi\ha 41recti.,. -that .upper\ing plana be pr~
and. ••B. to \hl.hea44.uanera tor coordination. the plan included. Chemical
and Medical .iml.exea 'e&ling with 88alur•• \0 cOBbat cliaea.s..·produc.ing agents.

The bacteriological warfare potentialities of this V€8tpOn were not JRP'.de
public and as a ma..~ter of fact no information of balloon activity was initially
relea.ed offlc1al17. 'ollov1ng an incident. however, in which a woman and some
Children were killed by a bomb explosion while examining a fallen balloon,
the war Depariment a.aided \0 warn the pUblio of the danger of touChing or
approaching balloons and inst!iuied .. preas and wor(i-.of-month campaign to
tha\ effect.. .
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krlT b. lun_. 1945., 8, Japan••• 4.ra)~ apokeaman 1••ued e. .care .te,t...
• ent \r.a\ balloon .ttack& would lOon 1nor~. in -lntenalt7 and would be
pl1ot,ed tor gea'er OOD'~l. lie aa14 \ha' \he fir.' 'balloon. had been
raleaa••n March 10, 1945. 'he Japan••• I.ftq.". !he .'at~.nt "..
pr.sumablY for home consumption. 13&110oae had landed here tor aeveral
aon~a pnYioua ~ that date.

At the u.e or the end or Japanese hostilities in August 1945 f a
tot,al or thirty balloons had landed within Eastern Defense Command "rri­
tories and had been reported as recovered. Most or theae .'ere found in
t.he ...tern part or the command where ten were reported in l\yoming alone.
OneJ h<*ever, traveled as tar east as Michigan before falling and two were
discovered in Texas~ Other landings occurred in Colorado, the Dakota'.,
Nebraaka, Kansas, and Iowa. In addition to the single oasualty incident
mentioned above~ the·only other damage caused by these weapons was a five
acre grass tire in lI..arcus J South Dakota, on 30 t\arch 1945.



CBAPlER VI

B••ide. its continental t.err11ioriea. the kartern Defense Comma.Dd had
jurisdiction over 'the Ba.•• Cmmwnda in Ioeland. Greenland. lleiYroandland. and
Bermuda. These i.lands were important .tatlol18 of the aea fUId a.ir rou-tea 'to
Europe. They oftered ba.a8 from whiah to -.ge -.r against, 'the aubmarine men­
aoe aDd in the banda of the .~ would have been usetul ba.ses tor attaoke
agaiDJlt our mippbg or even oonoeivably againat the continent itself. AI..
"thoU&h DOD8 of these islands a.re Uni1ied Sta.-tea terrlwry•. i't was apparent
tlat our force. ahould oooupy and bold 'them against possible eDeIi\Y a~ok: and
'that we ehouldde'ftlop tao111tie. ~bere tor use in ma.1ntain1nt; our 8UPPly
linea. The de.irability of' this move ... .fore.een early and a.greements were
D8go'tiaWd aDd lDi:tial garriaona 1nata.lled before we were aotua.lly at ~r.
Eaoh ot the•• Command.... extensiTe enough to merit a history of lts own
aDd. GlIb' a brief.~ will be laolu4ed here.

Greer.U.aDd ,.. oooupled b:.v- Uni-ted states .forces by an agreement of the
'two g~ntJI8ut. oonoenaed ~ Gr..D1&Dd 1. a Daniah 'tern'tory. r..DDl&rk: wa. in..
TaQd and ooaup1ed by ~be Genaaaa in April 1MO. 'rhe:rea:rter 'the people of
or..n1&Dd while reitera-tlag ~heir allegiarloe t;o 'the DaD1ah Eing. expr•••ed &

hope that the BDiW sta•• alpt t&ke oyer 'their pt01;eo"tion. On "the ·b&.i~8

of .1;h1. In'ri:tatiOD and of oerba1D o1;her 41pl~tl. polloi••• ae well a. in
reoop1~o.of our 0WJl inter.d•• ~ baal0 agr._~ for oooup&,-lon waa
81pe4 ..1»' 8eOret&r7 Bu.ll aDd u.IaD1ah JI1D1._r on 9 April 1941. Tlw ave-­
aezrb ps-oYlc1e4 that the UD1\ed State- WDuld .... the right .. build aB4 :,IIIliD~

tab tae1l1~.. ot vari0U8 .klDUcm 1&114 1Ih1oh 1IO\Ild be t4&porarily 1.... .
tor ~ JNIilfMe•.&IK1 lDC...ral tb. VJd.M4 sta~......~_ 40 all
~. 1Ih1.oh ......oe.8&J7 to ~h8 det · !be. t1r.~ weep. arri~ •.t.a GreeD..
1&114 OR ~ .t tN17 1161,. !My alorftoera &B4 f.CiO.-l1... -
~R .1 KnG1..er.&1~A-t_ l'or.. 1D01u4e4 ODe ·ba~1;.,.,.r.
024 c&(AA). LaMr 1a ,he ...-aa.. 6 ~re .rn a:acl 100 more .allRed -
arl'lyed. ~ aal•• of W. 1D1~1al prri ~. iM). OOD81;11101; 8111-.,
ta8111" otead ~.lYe...~ ..'\t&ok 4ur1ag'the oonat.ruo1doa p••••
Ta. ooJl8tnle~on... 'to laolude an airdrome aDd boua1rlg tor 2.050 aen Deff4r
Ju,11a..baab aaG aD auzill&ry airfield and houeiag for 4:80 men Dear IngW-t.
WheJl the laolU~1.. .... ready for ooaupl:clon. an lid"b1&1 defen.. prri.on
... 1;0 arri.... 1fhi.1IO\l14 ooDSi.t o£ & B8aV Bo_ Squad.ron'" one
Puraui~' Sq\l&dron with other Air oorp. troop·a. 1\ bat_110n of I.ntant.". aDd
four ba:tterl•• of Co&.t Artillery - two ...oh or 8Jltialron~rt and ....ooaai;.
Servioe troops of 'Various types .ere of caur.. included. Nomina.l -'otioal
command of tM initial construotio,n force .as origiraally given to t;he Com"
manding General. First A~11 bu-t this passed to GECL. on 15 Juljr 1941 (l). The
Greenland Base Comme.nd did no·t return to EDG control until Septem.ber 1944 (2) ~

at ~ch tilne the troop strength was approximately thl40ee 'tl1.0USarld~ This 13/aS

shortly reduoed by the release of a.l1 the ground foroes troops exoept one
infantry ooMt~. All operations of 'the Greanlani! Base G~;)lfu-r;iand both 'While
under GHQ and wT.dle under EDC were prescribed b·y aI! operations plan (VIDOPD-GBC)
drawn up by the \iar Department in Eovember 1942if

The iiewtoundland Baae Conm&nd ..8 ao desigDfli;ed by a ::"i€1r I)spartment letter
of DeoSlber 1940 1n whiob it was stated that the mili'tary garri80n to be ea1i&b--
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l1abed there would b. known &s the JewfoUDdland Baa. eonmand aDd wa. a"ttached to
t.be Fir"~ (3). The presenoe of .uGh a garrison -.. made po.sible by the
deatroyer--ba•••.aueement with Britain in September 19<10. In the -.me month.
a board of Amer10an rep".entatl~. oonterred with Brl'tleh and Colon1a.l of:f1o.­
1&1. in lewtOUZldland and recommended that parti•• be .tationed there iDued1ate-
1y. obiefly tor meteorologioa.l observations and ~drograph1o and 'topographio
aurvey1ng (4). A oivilian surv.y ~~ went to Newfoundland in ~ob.r. Con­
"ruction ... of & 'YerJ lbd:ted _:tare until April 1941. Boundary 11nes were
••tabllshed aDd a portion of the temporary camp at Fort Pepperell (near St.
John t . ) 1111. built by hired labor UDder USED supervision. The firat troops ar­
rived in st. John'. Iii.rbor on 29 JaD.lar.Y l~l. A temporaz,t~ was started
on the outakirts of ~he city and DB.med Camp Alexander. The troop. did not be­
gin to ooaupy ~ camp. however, wrtil .y 1941 and the troop.hip ... DOt en­
~irely ~oa.ted until tbeJldddle of June 1941. Permaneut e.tabllahmeJrts were
built a"t Fort Pepperell. Fort L.~ADdrew (Argentia) aDd at Harmon Fi.ld (stephen"
ville). In addiiiion. our foroe. alared the Cana.dia.:r1 built JJ.r Baae a:t Gander.
Hospital. were built at all -th... plaoes.

!;be tirat troop oout1agettt which a.rrived in January lrtU lDoluded ~he &rd
Battalion of ~e ard IDfalrtr)". a ba'ttery of ....ooa.&t .gun& (5fth CA.) aDd one
of antiaircraft with a1:taohed aearchlights (62d CA)(5). these were .l.a:ter aug~

mented by the r ••t of 'the 3rd Infaatry (1••• 2d Be.:l;tallon). tour more 888.­

eoa.~ IUD b&~terl•• aDd .is more ant1alron.f't pm bat-teri... lfumeroue air
&lid ••rn.. ~. 'brou.Pt -the UDp.~reDgth~ an approzia1ate 10.000 in 1M3.
PenraDAtllt tortit1oa:tloDa"'" buil-t--ror t;wo of 'he ....ooalrt batwri•• (6 ft

) .

The....... eatlrely .1a11ar to the Da'ttery oona-tnaotion on ~be ....t GOa"
or -ti'Mt 1Jal~_staM.. A DoabpJ'Oof 001III&_ poat was &lao bu11"t. All~
lDataUa'tl.....re &1; Fort·I&QADdr... ".

.!he det8l1H of Jiewf01lll41aDd ... ab&rwd b7 'the tJaitedsta•• aDd O&D&.da (6).ca._ bac1 ...... 'thou.... Voopa .tatlonet! there la lid. ". ..... of 'the
tbI1Wd sta~-.. paeaed .trca JI1J'ft ·Anlf/·uGBQ OIL 10 JulylKl(f) ht .....
.....-.a to .............-.r .r Op.-au.- 1IDe. tDa~ __ ,.. '.... ·ODa~ De--
......·11'1 (8) aIlI4 eo be_ JmC reapo-.l\)ili,-' "IS ~_ ·~%he&"r

.1 Opera"_ was ftKl..s.p.1MId Def.... 'ConDe.'.
!he.' hi.tory of 1;he. Benauda' Ba..~ was paenJ.ly ebdlar :to'~_t ofJlewf_. I~ was cleslpa~ by \iar Department lettGer of 26 J&~ry lKl (9)

&lid ... a'ttaohec1 at "., time 'to First A.nrv. It pa.••ed ~o GHQ on 16 Jut)r

lMl aM ... UDder BOO OIl 22 April 1M2 (10).

The board wh10h selected ai'bea tor ••••. ·operated in Sept#eaber and Gnober
1MO. Their work va.a OOlIplioa:Hd by a tear on i;be part; of· certain iDter.ds
in Bermuda that bases oftered an opemng wedge to 'the Junerioaniaation e.t the
Islands, and by e. desire of the l1JI1erioarl government that i;;he BenD.lidian l1fe·
and topograpltr be as little disturbe-it as possible. Tlle Riddle's Btly Araa was
first selected as t·b.8 :IZt.i:rl base i·or both ArrI(t a:rJ.d ,Nav:~" use bu-t since this
lVOuld Mve elimine:ted one of 1;tJ-6 f~inest resider;ttie.l distl""i4}t;S in Bermuda,
another site eeleation was ms.de whioh plaoed 'the Army Baae on st. r-vid t s
Island ~1seC'1olred two is181"";i8 in !ia.rrdlton Graat SCY\l.I1U (l,JorGan and Tu~cker's)

£or2o laval seaplane b&se (ll) ~

Tl'.e first 'troop coIXting6nt. docked in He.mi l"ton orl 21 itpri1 1941 consisted
of Sc::xrAe 600 offioers and men am included one rifle ~{ of tile 11th Infa.n­
try_ ODeS" Railway batiiery of the 52d CA and· one 166 11Im battery o£ the 61th
CA. F.a..ch of the gun batteries had an extra range seotion attae~..d so tba:t
it was possible to split t..~e batteries into ae~ratel~T lO'~1.tad. fIlatoons eaoh



-.........

with, 'two guna (12). ,he 8'* guDB were lnataJ.led.t old Fort Vi8toria, St. GeorgE
leland and at Soauer Hill. Somer••t. The 165. were emplaoed &1; Cooper-. Iala.n.d
and at tturtle Bill on Bamil"ton I.land. The Baae Head~rt.r. operated in '~be

O&at.1 Barbour Botel lUIt11 ~be ... lrwtallatlon at Fort Bell. S't,. Dane!t. was rt

111 190. Al80 ready inl94Z lV8re two atandard 6- -.aooaat ba~t;er1.8 located at
Fort V~lctoria and at Tudors Hill. Withlts de.t.rae at the ma'JdlllUJD. tbeBer­
muda Baae Command J1UIabered aorae -three thouaend troop. including an Infantry

. ba."*-lion with .. Field Artillery battery......coa8tba'ttal~on (tour gun bat­
teries) a.nd an antiaircraft ba.ttalion (four :firing batteries). A oon..icier-
able force or oomba.t air.raft b&d be~ contemplated bu~ tailed to ma't.riall••
and the grec.t airbaae dredged from eastle Barbour found. 1~8 aoa-t importaut use
as a. station of :the ·Air Tra.naport Couwand. Defense of Bermuda tor whioh wu:ty
ot oonmand was voste~ in the CQm;"78Dder-1D-C1\1ef. United States Atiatttic Fleet: (1
was again••• in ·}iewfoundlaDd.· a joint problem with Bri'tiah impire toro.••
Britiah Azm:y .force. were ehieny the "two oolonial orpniaatioDa. t.he Benaud& .
Militia Artillery (\ir'ith~ 6- :~;,un be.ttorlea) an.d the Bermuda Volun1;eer un.
Corp••

The laat of' 'the ba•• to be o~pied ~8 ·Ioeland. fbi. ancierrt po.....loll
of Demrark ••1.ed the opportunity of the poliUoal wnaol1 or ~pe and hoat:l1.
occupation of the mo-ther country to declare her BOYereign lnd.peDdeaoe. T_
Eri"biah. wi-th an eye "to the pro....otlon of ah1pplag rouwa to CaDad& aDd 'the
Urdted Sta1iea. :forcibly o·ooupied Ioe1and in a Jdncl of unop,r0-e4 llra.ion. It
1. UDd.rRood 'that 'they a.rr1vad the·r. .only· ODe jump ahead of ~be Gena... The
ooo\Jpa:tlon of Ioel&nd ... ODe or tAe eubjeo~. of .Jo·1Dt Brlt.iah aDd Aaerloaa
statt Couveraationa1n ·the apri. or 19U aDd it ,..•.ap-eed ~r.. t .AaeriOlLll tor...
would reli.ve~ Bn:"_ foroeaiihareaa eooa •• pratJt1oable (11)•. ·OR 1;_ Art
.! duq. ·lMl. -tbe Pr1me _ of I ..1aDi wrote _ 'the Prea14eat" or ~heUmt41

It&t•• aDd~_iDg that Am8I'l8&ll -U.. 1IIIIU14 "in til .. ben
later• .uotl..laJJd. • .-t \De UDi__ stawa Wldertaka tibe iMt....
• t I ..lll1i......pt.. 1\.• MlaoYflPel&D7 .. &pee 1;0 ...,.. 1M troop' .lI' ••
:-.-'.. i;be·lar·1II,8 OYer. ·, pJ9Y1a1o........&o..pMd. p·1raltialAllar1aaa
t....'·.r- .....1bQr~ JIari. arrt-.t.la'loe1_ era '·:lu17llQ.Aa
-knq Air ror- ool$1.__t approdJateq ~Ye .htirJ4recl Woop.'arn...
..~~ lMl. ~_.1ItMIOJI4 ..be1...tapproaiaa-17n~~.... ~pI
arn ·oa __ .1• ..-11 ot hp,...... lH1 aII4 __ padua]. ·Nllet .1 Brttla
!W ~. BYe:ztualq, 11he~h .r ~. 'baa. reached thirty
Idzae ~houaal Uld ~. ~. by faz·'~ a'troD&••t of ~. A:tla..rR1. ..... I.
June. 1942. it .... UDdor 1;be oom-Dd of 1ibe OoneeJMilng hDeral. Bw-opean
'Thea-ter of 'Operations (14). Bojuriad1l1tioD"'. exeroiaed brBaa\enl Del....
C_m uatil ~ first of JulyleM by whioh 't-ime the troop atreaph ha4
been p-eaU~ reduced and IoelaDd ... prillanlyaa Air Baas on t;he aupp1¥
rou-te to Burope (16). The 'troop trtreagth at ~_-t ~ime Wi. ali~1;lyaoF.~

8500.

ThougIl not properl;r~ a Ba6oC~d of the Eastern r~fense coomand.
4 ... ... m ., ..,. ... i . ... iO l' ';"):. '" ... .-. r-\"" ~ ~ -r:l' •
~.tlC l::..2'r rra.n.sport COn::;SrJCl str..:l"C:ton .n t!le .S..zores" \unl~eU0\;a:!'eS arw:y ~orcas

in the Azores) wa.s plact;>d under }:DC co£i1h!P~nd. for arlI:"linistratioIl only. from
20 11ay 1944 until 1 F\ib~l" 1945.
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'RIl'
atrT.1

18 March 1942.

3. a.. GanOe, the Hletol7 of the United. lat•• 4nrT.

4. :Blenn1al Repon of the Ch1ef of S\atf. 1 JulT 1941.

5. Letter VD. T.AOO • .ubJect ·Oon8\1\u\1on• .a.con.~l·tutlonf or Bad...

19natlon .of Car\ain Units. of ~h. Regular ArmT. and \he Reorganisation of

1\egular An1T 1)1y1.1on&. - 15 Aupa\ 192'1.

6. Let'.r ltD, ,AGO. 8UbJac\ ·W••lgnatlon of Oena1n Ual'. of \he

&epl~ J..nrT.. 13 October 152'1.

- 7. Le'te,. Off1•••~ \he Ohler of Start. aubJ.c\ a_atabllebaea\ of

--1.14. -.t....• 9 Altpa\. leu.
8•. · hnera1Or4e~. J1o. 1,a~ Fim 1'1.14 &nv. 8 -,\eab..

t..':~
) '.. :~ .. - '~,

.&0. ''''alMlCeao..a 1. Bea4ta.n-. ftnt AnIr. 29~ ...

11..' ~. '_ a•.~... 71ft' ..... 1 ." 11••
- .

13~_eral ON.... Ito. 6. Bea4quan.ra ·Seeon4. Cea-p·. Area, 3) April 1936.

13. ·GtJaehl Oder. lie. a. w..~\. 18 Juna 1936. he al. 0..­

era! O:rclera lio•. 12. liar J)~...t. al Ookb. 1936.

for jlirsi ~r ~X. 1937.· 6 February 1937; and. letter Headquarters Firs'

March 1937.

15. See the reaarlcs of General McCoy at

- 1 --



16. &peo1al Ord... Ko-. 20'1. War hpanaent. :I Sept..... 1938.

17. General OrUra 10. 5. Hea4quart..ra 711'.\ J.ntT. () Noy_ber1938.

lB. General Orders Wo. 5. iiarDepa:r\aent. 2l ·Bo.ember "1938.

19. ipeolal Ori.era Be. 181, liar Depanaent. 5 Magua\ 1139.

20. Le\ter Bea4qlaal"era Flrat ArIq, .ubJect -first~ Maneuv.ra.

1939.· 3 December 193$.• and a a\lb·..queJl\ letter. same auhJect.. 3 JaDUa.17

1939. 70r a coaple'eaocount of \his eYerclae, ••• J'1aa1 Report, Firat

Army V~euv6ra 1939.

Maneuver•• 21 March. 1939.

22. General Drum'. adb••s at ,he ·Cla.tag Conference, lncllld.a 1Jl

23. "lor .. coaplet.e .&COOlln\ of W. ezezcl••, ••• Ji1Dal i.epori. 7ira'

Artq KaneUYera tHO. Seealao l.tter ltead,1J&&P'.rs 7t~' Anq. ·.ubJ.o~

-A:ra7 Maa........ ..,. T. 1941,- U lanva:q 11401 1." ..~er. ,u.•,
...... _Jao\ 'wl'un .., "'uyera. 1140•. Pl...IDC ••1e.- I '1'_....,.,
lMOJ 1.'.~... JUeno~ n .., '.Ara:r-. 1140. -J-
-...\ .., ....er. 1140:. PNlSa1BaJ7 naa.••.14 ~• ....., lMOt aa4

hai:aaJ1C : ,. Ie.· 1. "'-,,:ner. -.., ApI-U 1840.

'M. ....~ W ....'l..·•••• ~Nr -.~ oc-a.......,. i •

.'.25. h. Geaend ~'.~ 'at ••.Optmbg Goaterenc..1Aclll4e4

111 the ~1R'er ftaal. Jepon.

26. hr a ·cOmpl.'. aoco..' ot 'hi••seroi•••••.J1.nB1 Bepon.JIU.'

27. Letter GHQ;, subJeot ·Corps and Army Training.- .15 Januarar 1941.

11 Y.brua~ 1941.

29. Letter Glr~. 8ubJect ·Corp. 8J1d ArIqy Training, - 18 l-iarch 1941.

30. Letter \f1). fAGOt subject ttOrganisation, Training and Admlnlstra--

tlon of the A:nq,. 3 October 1940.



QlAl:DIll

1. x..'''er 0. bOO, 660.2 (&-6-31)(111.0.). 12 Atlgalt 1931.

2. ~r the· baa1. of \he cl.1aousllon wh1ch follow, ••• \he Bar'bor

3. the requ1.....n'. an4 proJect. for Portland. Por\aaouth. and no..

'Oil =:IT' ba found -in a 4ooUlum\ eatl\le4 'BarboI' Berea•• Projeota for Har­

bor Defen... incl__ In' 'he Ponland - Cape God Ar~.· (COJ.-P-PCC)

!.oDg Island 1ov.n4, and lIew York Il8T be t.UD4 in a 4oC1llltmt eat.itled -liar-

bor htea•• baJ_ct. for Harbor Detens.s included in \he lev York ..

»arragan••" ltq .v.&.. (OQA.P-Jmm)

5. JIaItOoX" ».te•••.rreJ.c'. tor Barbor ht..... bel_eel 1n ,he

·f. IarDo.. »tat".,.'-J"'. t., Jiarllor »etea... blol__ 1a \U

...~ w."'t...
.t. __,..•.'.~ __ ......u.,t•• •t lt3l .... app....

.. M.~ .
•

fo"~ 11 ,..., 11K.

Pen...... 18 JUDe l'~.

Bo.-.a. 13 4~' 19M.

lIew Bedtortl~ 9 I,.. 1134.

long 1.1and Sound

Bew York. Yarlou8. dat.. in 1937.

Oheeapeak. :Bq. 19 lebrQ&J7 1937.

-
t

Charl••\on. 19 '.'rua17 193'1.

1:.,. W••", 16 Sep1emoer 1936.

9. Letter VD. fAGOt IlUbJect aH04ernlsa'lo,D, of Ba700r Defense Pro..

jeets. Continental United Stat•••• 25 September 1940.



.. .., . :- . 10. !he 8Odera1..'loll ,,!'Ocr" a,,\borlae4 b 1940 taSteooNed in \vo

..,••f 6ocnaea'. whlch. werep~ 1t7 .\he 'JlarbOJl Detenae Boarcle. For

4.'all. 1afolll&\loll ••' \0 plau "and pro"••" ••• a document for" each, •

harbor 4.fent.· ..\l\led lMotlera1..'lo11 PIOC!'&I1. Bar~r Def..... of

... ..wl· ..4 4a'e4 in ·1K1. 70...a h\alle4 repon' on 'he Pl'Ogr•••

• f Vl.· procrul .... dOClSeJl' tor each harbor uten•• en'ltled ·Suppl...

aen' \0 \he Harbor »efen•• 'roJec'. Bar~r »et..... of _ ...... ••

11. See Bl.~" ot the Bor\hea.'.rn hc\or.

12. Ie. Hl.'oiy of \he If.., York - Phlla4elph1a Sec\or.

13. J.e\'er WD. fAGO. ~bJ..'·l\educ'loJl 1ft ·.treng\h :EDC•• 21 JaDU&Z7

1944•.aM 1."er Iiee4.ttU&r'er. "'ern Pet.... Command•.•ubJect -lltaorgan-.

lsa\lon.~••, .... net_e GoJlll&D4;· 9 Jaauarr 1144. See allO General

Ofta-... 6, 1i.ea4"uaner•••~.ra De,.... 00__• 12 reblWaZ7 1944.

14. he 1.\ar WD.fAGO.aubJeo' -"I>1.....t. 00••'1'11\1011, Ao\~...

'loa" BK••lpa\lon .f Goa., Anlllel7 Ual'•• ia.tera Defen•• eo.mand,··

4 hp\_~" 1144; hnea1 O~ Ie. lt,B~. JIonhaaaltern S..'or,
a -._-. lMll G..-al .0Jt4eh •• 11. 1Iea4tpan~ ,80\\\Uapera -...

••..P.-.,...- .. 1M4•

.' ~~"'L,,""':b'- •.•., , hoop lad ,..

• '~~;;..•• u lMJI ..1.' San ..,.:.. .

..fiI!....'..;.- boep ......, W_ - " ~.

~-~1IM•.

11. W1. \he ...rp\tea .1\&. Io.th.... Del... OoaRl'JDd b • ..-.:IF

1145. "~Jt »eI..... of' P 801.... ft.a. aDd. of Oal",••\oa. faa., be-

. __ pan .f 'he "'era' hi OoJlllVmd. Ua4er the authorisation of 19S1.

proJee\. had been prepared tor the mod.ernlzatlon of these \"0 ht:~rbor

defenees and were apP.roved on 16 June 1933. At Pensacola. one 12" 13.0 -Da~

te17·. one 12- mortar ba"t8J7. and tWCi 3" 'batteries. all of Wtlich were in

exla'ence. 'vere re'a1ned. It vas planned \0 add '0 th,eSeOl1:e battery of

155 am p,n... .Allot 'hi. armam-en\. Val looated· at lort Pickens. At Gal-

Yeaton all at \he installed armament vas listed &8 required.. TJiis con-

al.'ad of ene 121' mortar 'battery, one 10· llC battery. and erie 3 ft 30 bat...·



Ua4e. \he aoderalsa\lon procram tn.tltu\ed in li41 the aortar

ba\\eJ7' aDd. 'he proJec\. 155 .. 1)."-17 "ere Uoppe4 1.-0. \he BarDo..

Det..... of Penaacola and \"0 aev 61 batt.ria._ "ere added. At \he ..._

'lae. l' -vas plalUled \0 hay. in \he Karbor htenaes of Gal•••\on 'a" _he

conclusion 01 'he ..,dernlB&"tlon program one 12- battery at rort Crock."J·

one 3- ~a'i.17 and a new '6- ba\teq at 70rt San Jacln\ol and on. '3-

J'or further lnf'orma\lon on \he.. \vo barbor deren.e. •..

Harbor Det.... PJIOJeot. lor Harbor Defen••• Incl-adecl

In 'he .Sou\hera Oeaa\al fron\ter. (CCj,.P-SC:r)

.f P....oo1&.

luppl....". Kaftor Del..._ PnJ"'•• ~r-Det.....

• t Gal...doa.

Binet,., ·.f \h. Io"\b.... ht.... Cce-....

··•·.. '1,·,." '.' ". ~ ~. -. ".' '". - .', . .' . ., .

1.' 8M '••••1oa. ha...la~Op_'h••• aa4 "lrUle Ie..,»...t.
Barbor .,..... GoaUol to.,.··approYK 89 .,. lMl b7 UO aad a3l1m.

1941 • ",., of Staft. V.. 8. .

Ja".....tin« ..., ..1&1 'he opeftl\10.. of DCPt. JBq be te'"

in arri of \he Sector' hla\orl••, partlcular17 in Hi•.tory of the Chesapeake

Bq Sector.

5. General frrde·rs ]i'a. 37. Headftuartera First -\rInjr. 1 Decem1'~er 1940•

.. 5 ..



"'lan'lo eo..\&! )trontler.· 18 Oo\o'ber 1940.

7. Le"", lfD. ttAGO. eubJeeti lDefen•• ~lan. - Conilnen\al United

8\&\•••• l' MarOh 1941.

8. Le".r tID, ·fAOO., ~bJ.o' ·Oona\ltu\loa 8114 Ac~lYa,l.n of .Har­

bor Deren•• 1lea4quar\era and Ru4q,\lar\e" Bait.riel.-28 Karch 1941.

t. General 01'4.... &0. e, Bea4quar'.n J'trat Army. 1 A.prl11941,

and General Orclera 140. 14, Headquarter. "1ra' Army. 21 ~ 1941•

.10. Cttmeral Orders 10. 1, ltea4quanere liorUleaat D.ten•• Co_Dd,

2l J\1Ile 1941•

...t hf.... Go.....• 2l A:ucu' 1941.

,12. he Hl.~oJ7 ot \he lionheaatern Seotor.

18. See Itlekry of the Ch...p.u. Bq lector.

l~.Le·"erWD. !AGO, nbJeo\ -00&., Arime17 Dt.\ric\.,- 6 »eo...
b.. 1t41.

1Ml.

'It. .'-" rae ..ne_ ..--.,. .~-.u..
l'l..Ite\_ D. BGO,._""\~--'U.,.t Oo.ew. ho.'l~~

\or ~..-.••• li Je'J't1U7 1ta.

u.. J.e'~ Q.-t-NaO. alib.1'" .Creall...f ••••ra ~..'r. of ~.....

'lOUt· 10 »ee..ber lHlI ad Geaeral ONere JIo~ 1, li6a4q'tlllZ\.... Ba.'",

ftl.., ...t~'loJl. ADd n,., ArII1. 21 J)~..ber 1941.

December 1941.

and Firat A:nrT. 22 Decembe·r 1941. .

~l. Gen.eal Orde~. "No.2, lIeadqua.rters Eastern Thee.ter of Operation..

22. Pield Order lIo. 1. Headtl~...rter. Southem Secto'r, 10 January 19421

also l.iter 'tt1>. fAGO. subJect ·Organization of Co.astsl Fruntier Sector

Headquarters.- 19 Februa~ 1942.
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23. Le"er liJ). 1'&00-. aub.3'" aJlea••lgnaeat of, Yield Wore••1'•••

22 r.bru&17 1~42.

24. 1,et'er .7), TAGO. aubJect ·Deteni. of Continental Unlied Stat••••

. 18 tiarch 1942; and General Orc1erl 10, 1. Rea4<tuar\era Xaa'.~ Defen••

25. Le~t.r ,,1>. ~AGO. aubJ.·ct 'Coterminoua :8oundar18a of the Southern

Defense Command ana. li1ghth liaYal Dlatrici.· 31 March 1942.

Let~.r W'D. TAOO. aubJec\ -e.tnange In' 'Boundari•• betwe·en \he :Ea.\--

ern and Central Derena. Command. and between the FA.tern. and Sollthern

Deten.eCOamana...• 19 April 1942.

27. See Goneral Lord'. report to General Drum on thil conterence.

28. Lett,er liD. !AGO•.subJect "n.tenae or Continental 'Onlted Stat••,·

22 April 1942.

29. Public Proolaraa'loll 50. 1. Jiu4quar\eJ"a ".'ern hfens. ~••a8d

an4 7Ira\. 'An1rI'. Mq 1942.

30. See JI....,~ F4JP&"4 b7Col.nel Bow._. JAGTJ. Ohlet ot 01Y11

Ailfal".a.o'loa. fo'- -Gea--.l 1\rume.. '\he aubJeo\ -A4alala!Jf."loa .~ ....

era KUtt." ·k\N.. ·~ Apr11 1M2. See &1.. 1." .. Bee4t~
_a"", hi · Ce1ritmd aM· -·..."ADIr. 8) .~ 1M2.-MalDl,aU.'lP

.~ 1u\vJl m,''''' .-_ ...Lt\"'- .1·1a.u-.'1oDI 1.".~..
••~W_........ ad ftlwt AfttT. av.bJ.O\..,....·.~ Goa'laeaW

11. 1.,-.· 1Ka7 1901" aJl4 1.~',.,. • !.AGO. 1'1&.1'.0'- '·Prooed'ltH in aecoNanoe
-

."ith 41z80\lye. Deren••· ofeo.t1a.-t.al Unl\edS\.\•.• 22·· Aprl1 42,' -4 ..,.

1M2.

board Act!vi ties. U 28 Uarch 1942.

33. See the Yerj:~ in.ieresting naval historical doc'tit1ent. ~ Battle of

Defens.es in tile United States. tt 2 J"J'J.t~e 194:2. wi th four 1ndcrlemen:tS$:

35. See Ch2})ter 2.



36. s•• Hiatol7 ot the Chesapeake Ba1 Sector.

)7. Letter wn, TAGO, aubJect "Separation of Firat Arrq· trun Eutern

Defense ComrDand." 4 September 1943.

38. Letter WD, TAGO, aubject ·Ai~ Detenae and Reepona1b1l1tl tor

Training in t~ First and Fourth Air Forces," 10 September 1943.

39. General Orders No. 12, Headquarters Eastern Defense Command and
I

First Amr;r, 28 August 1943.

40. letter \)1), TAGO, aUbject "Orders,ft 7 October 1943. (AG 201 Drwa,

Hugh A.)

41. lettAr liD, TAGO, 8ubject "Ordera." 7 October 1943. (An 201 Gru-­

nert, George). General Orders No. 20, Headquarters Eastern Deren.. Com--

aand and Fir8t. A:nq, 8 October 194'.

42. letter wn, TAGO, subject "Defense ~-.anda in Continental Unitec1

sta~ .. Change.,tt 8 January 1944.

43. Letter Headquart.ere Eastern Qeten•• CoIDend, aubject tlReorgani..­

t10n or l&atero Det_a. e-and.," 9 JaDUa17 1~44.

44. see -..oranda en \h1a. abject - Colonel Le1teb to Colonel Jla7ena,

19 April l~'# .. ColMlel __ \0 GeaenJ. lard.. 19 Apr1l194'.

4S. JIad10 J(~Dep""" 29034,Z (29 ·Oo~r 194')

46. See p,raaraph ...JU Sa C.J.A. 13, JAU•

.47. lAtter WDi !AGO, aubJect "Deten.. of Cont1Dent,al Ibttecl sta~

.. Defen.. C....nda, U S April 1944.

48. See Cbapter s.
49. Ger1eral Orders No.6. P.eaclquarteraEaatenl Defense ComIMnd~ 12

February 1944.

50. letter 4.·~·D,. TA.G0, subject hAuthorized StrEh~th5, Perd.od 1 July ..

31 December 1944," 30 i;&rch 1944.

51. Letter l-leadquarters FAStern Defense Command, subject MReorganiza--

tion or the Eastern Defense eo.~und,n 28 AprU 1944.

52. Letter Headquarters "E".stern Detense CcmIDand, aubject "Term1.na­

tion of ·Antiaircraft Artillery Command, EDC, 1!iasion,n 26 June 1944.
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53. Chang. 10. 1 to General Orders Ro. 6, Heaclquari.era Eastern Det­

en.. Command, 2:l July 1944.

54. Letter ViD, TAGO. aubJect "Abolition or the Southam Defen•• C0m­

mand," 28 Dec..ber 1944.

55. See Hi.tory of the Southern Defen.. Command.

S6. Letter WD, ~AGO, aubject "Detenaes of Continental United .states,

Oetense _," 14 September 1944, to the Commanding a.nerala, Eastern

and Southern Defense Commanda.

57•. Letters, ViD, TAGO, .ubJect tfDetena•• or Continental United states,

Defense Conntmda,n 14 September 1944, to the Commanding Generals, Army Air

Forces, AftV Ground Forces, and Army Se"ice Forces.

58. Firat Indoraeaents to letters in not.ea 56 and 57.

59. Letter WD. TAOO, aubject "Deren... or Continental United states.

__Defense CoDaanda.ft 7 October 1944, and 1st Indorsement thereto.

60. Letter WD. TAGO, subject "Defen.. of Continental Unit.ed states,

Detena. Coaunda." 11I~ 1944.
, .

61. 'Letter D. UCl), aubJect ..~ irl-categor:r of Detenae1n

the. Aaer1aaa ..\er.- JO Oftober -1944.
~ .

62. let,teI' IIeaclquartera Iaa\eraDet_. e-and, 811bjeot ftRev1aH
.: ..,,~

b-oop Baaia,~ Detena. Comm.nd.,· 4~ 1944,.ltb t.wo 1ndora...

aen\a.

6). letter Ys1>,- TAGO, aubject "ReY1aeCl Troop Basis, ltaetern Defense

Command,· 16 l4aroh 1945.

64. secret radio WAn 13275, 8 June 1945.

65. Letter WD, TAGO, 8ubject"M1as1on - North Atlantic Bases,tf 26

June 1945.

66. A copy of this proposal is incl.uded in the references.

67. Letter Headquarters Eastern D..renae Commsnd, SUbject "Proposed

inactivation of Eastern Deren.. Command," 7 June 1945.

68. letter WD, TAGO, subject. "Proposed Inactivation of the Eastern

Defense Command," 7 July 1945.

69. Field Orders No.1, Headquarters Eastern Defense Command, 19

July 1945.



Coanand Activiti..," 4 October 1940, and letter Headquarters Air Detenae

Command, aubJect flArtation Unit.· and. feraonnel tor 'T.at Sector'," 18

October 1940•

.4. a.n.ral Orders 10. '), Head.quartera Firat. Anq. 10 Dec.eraber 1941,

and General Orclera No. 34. Headquarter. Firat Af'flf¥. 12 December 1941.

S. General Orders No. 7J Headquarters Eastern Theater of Operations

and Firat ArmyJ 13 January 1942.

6. General Orders No.1, Headquarters Eastern Defense Command and

First Anrq, 20 Karch 1942.

7. Antiaircraft Artillery Detense Proj8Ct,Eastent Theater of Oper-­

aUon., 1942, prepared by Antiaircratt Artillery Command, Ero~ 10 January

1942.

8. s.. "Hi.tory. of the Antiaircraft Artillery Command, Eastern

Deten.. Command..'! nda doowaent eonta1na .' brier narratlYe aCOOWlt of

18 *'*1942.

10. JAlt,:iJ.'V aacl Wav ~p tor the·CoorcI1naUoa ,of U Fire o~ shipe

1a Pon with \M j,A, A8hore."~ Detea.e eoSRond and 'Eaakra Sea J'ron-.

tier. 7 DeoerIber 1942.

11.-. Let\er'1>. TAGO,.abject "Air 'Detenaeand Reapoo81billtT tor

Training in the First and Fourth Air Forces," 10 Sept..bar 194;. s..

also Gene·raJ. Orders No. 23. Headquarters F£ate"' Det~..· CotTR8nd, 10 Nov..

ember 1943.

12. Se. Chapter III.

13. Letter Head,quarters ArrIrJ Ground Forces, subject t\Release of Cer-

tain Unit. to Army Ground Forces Control," '0 December 1943.

14. Letter tro, TAGO~ SUbject "Authorized St.rengths, Period 1 July ..

'1 December 1944." )0 Varch 1944.

15. letter Headquarters Bastent Defense' Command, aubject "Termination
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of Antiaircraft Artillery ConBand, EDC Ki.aion," 26 June 1944.

16. Jo1n~ Air Support Plan, Eastern Defense Conaand .. Eastern. Sea

FroDtier, 23 '.bnl&J7 1944.

17. Letter WD, TAGO, aubject -Deren•• Continental United state8 ..

Defense Commends.·" , AprU 1944. See Chapter III.

18. lAt~.r TID, 'fAGOt aUbject "Defense Continental United state. ­

Defenae Co"Iunda.11 4 December 1944.

19. Eastern Defense Command Plan tor Defense Against JarJane.e Bal­

loon Warfare. (EDc-JBi~-4S).

CBJ..PTER VI

1. Letter \l1>, 1AOO, object "Command or u. S. AJ!IIY units in Green...

land,· 10 July 1941. to CoJeendiDg General, First Ar!IWi and letter riD

TAGO, .... date and subject, toChi.t or statr, GHQ.

2. Bad10 War Departaent, 30 Aucuat 1944. (wARI 8877')

,. u\ter 0. TAOO,· .\lbjeot, -UaiW States ttroopa in NewtO\lDdland,"

18 Dec..-.. 1940.

4. s.. ·CaIIp~Uoa~rtotWar Conat,ructiDn, WD, u. s, Bna1Deer'a

Ofti...,IIewt_cIlaDdD1str1e\., April 1. 1943 .. 2 Vela.,· excerpta rrc.

wbl. are :blc1lacled'1D ~ rat.........

. s. Le·tter HeadqUarters ~wt~undlancl Ba,. to-and, .ubjec~ • ID1t1al

Oarr1.On, Newfoundland Baa. <»-nd,· 29 October 1942.

6. See "Re_ of Duties of Comman<I1n& General, Newtoundland Baa.

Oonvaand." dated J4December 1942.

7. See Radiogram, Headquarters First ArwJ, 12 Ju1~r 1941, No. 2CAQ..3Y.

8. Letter lID. TAGO, subject "Creation of Easteru Theater of Opera...

tions." See Chapter III.

9. Letter tiD.. TAGO, SUbject uBermuda Baae Command, fl. S. Ji...rmy,1f 25

Janu&r7 1941.

10. Radio War D·epart.ment, 21 AprU 1942. (Jlessage l~o. 15)
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11. Letter U. S. F.ngineer Oltice, st. r,eorg.·., Bermuda, subject

tlHi.to" or Bermuda Fngineer Di8trict.ft 16 June 194.3.

12. letter Headquarters Beralda Baa. ConDand, subject, "Information

concerning the Growth of· the Beralda Base Command,· U. S. ArD\Y," 29 October

1942, and letter Headquarters Benauda Base CoDu.nd, aUb-ject "lilatoricel

Data, _rmuda Baa. Conaand," 23 ]P.bruaJj~ 194).

13. ~.. report. of these conversations inc~uded in Joint Anrr:t .. Navy

Ba.lc Y:far Plan, Rainbow No.5.

14. See_"Record of Events, Iceland Bu. Comtaand,n 14 Jun~ 1941 .. 30

June 1944.

15. s.. General Orders No.9, -, August 1944, and General Orders No.

11, 8 August 1944, ~dquarters Faatenl Defense Command.
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