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BUBJECT: CaRRIAGE, BAXBETTE, 6-INCH, M1900; GUN, 6-INCH, M1900 -
Reclessification from Limited Htandsrd to Obsclete
Aecommended,
01 The Commznding Gener:sl, Army Serviee Forces
ATTENTION: Director, Research and Development lLivision
1. There are thirty-eight (38) of the weapons consisting of
the 6-Inch Gun, M1900 on the 6-Inch Barbette Carrisge, M1900 now

mountad in the seacoust defensus of the Continental United States}
nene sre mounted elsewhere. In view of the fact that this materiel -
was manufsctured spproximately forty-five years ago, it is obvious
that the best construetionul festures cre not smbodisd therein snd
that the armementi cannot be considered as a preferred type. Further-~
more, the missione now essigned to theése é~inch wespons can be filled
¥ith greater effectivenses by the use of the 155-mm Gun Carriasge, Mi
sesconst materiel in conjunction with the gun date computer of the M8
typs and the data trmminsion system of the TZ)l type.

£. accordingly, the real&wifteatim of the &-Inch Gun, 1900
snd 6~Inch Barbette Carrisge, M1900 &s obsolete snd subsequent disposal
therecl in ececordance with reguistions is recommended in Item 28961,
Ordnance Technicul Committes Minutes for & Seplember 1945, The recom-
sendétions comtalned therein sre submitted herewlth for foreel epprovsl.

FGR THE CHIEF OF ORENAMCE:

6 )
7 ‘ ) ¥. k. GERHARDT
Colonel, Ordnunes Deportment

. Assletant
1 Inel.

Item 28961 (in dup.)
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SPOPS 1,72 (18 Sep 45) Carrisge, Barbette, 6-Inch, M1900; Gun, 6-Inch, ¥1900 -
Reclagsification from Limited Standard to Obsolete.

T0: Dir, Research & FROM: Seacoast Def Proj DATE: 21 Sep 45 COMYENT KO. 2
Development Div, Br, Planning biv, 26C/hmn/La8g
ASY ASk

1, %®ith the reservations stated below, this office concurs in the action
to reclassify es obsolete the Carriage, Barbette, 6-inch, 1900 and Gun, 6-inch,
¥1900.

2.  Bach 6-inch battery mounting this type of armawent was reteined in the
modernization program for a definite mission which remains unchanged in most
instances, though relocation of mine fields in some harhor defenses may make
changes in a faew battery sites desirable.

3. In accordance with the War Department policy that all materiel per-
taining to ssacoast defenses be installed and maintained in the harbor defenses,
it 1a considerad essential that the new puns be mounted as the old ones are re-
moved,

4. The 155mm gun on a suitable pedestal mount is believed to be entirely
satisfactory as a replacement for the 6~inch gun, 1900, on a gun for gun basia
in existing 6~inch emplacements, pending the standardization of a turret mount
of this caliber as recommended in the 1lth Indorsement on letter, Coast Artillery
Board, Project 1272, 27 Janusry 1945, subjectt "Final Heport on Study of Adap~
tation of Naval Armament for Seaconst Defense Purnoses,®

5. IExisting firs control end commnications systems can be used. The
replacement program need not be dalayed for procurement of gun data computers
and gun data transmission systems,

HENRY C. WOLFE,
Brigadier General, USA,
Director, Flanning Division, ASr.

ES =
E. G. cOWsN,
Colonel, CAC,
Chier, Seacoast Uef Proj Br,
1 Incls Planning Uivision, ASF.
n/e
FOR RECUHL ORLY:

1. ~Basis is TS, no file number, 18 September 1945, subject as above. In-
with TS is ltr, same subject, Ch/Ord, 00400.702/112-(c), 7 September 1945, and
OCM Ttem No. 28961, 6 September 1945, same subject.

2. Comments and redommendations are requested.

L tegpsd




B DECLASSIFIED
ML Ry DYV PR

— et : Authority AfLAfLZZEZZ;zé~

ByOhe G MARA Date /1 7 -l

%24

SPOPS 472 (25 Sep 45) Carriage, Barbette, 6-Inch, K1900; Gun, 6-Inch, ¥1900 -
Reclasaification from Limited Standard to Ohsolete,

T0: Dir, Research & FROM: Seacoast Def Proj DATE: 27 Sep 45 COMMENT WO, 4
Developrent Div, Br, Planning Div, EGC/hhn/1,888
ASF ASF

1. In amplification of remarks contsined in Comment No. 2 hereon, the
Firing Platform M) 1s connidered to be an item of field equipment, unsuitable
for continued use in fixed seacoast defenses and, in particular, for use in
existing 6-inch gun emplacements. If 155mm guna with Piring Platforms Ml are
supplied to fill the gaps in the defenses occasioned by the withdrawal of the
6=inch ¥1900 materiel, new positions will have to be selected on terrain which
can accommodate the platforms and, at the same time, command the required fields
of fire. This will, in turn, call for new magazines, modification of fire con-
trol equipment, revision of comnunicetions systems, increased personnel for
maintenance and, where the guns are actively manned, for new troop housing,

2, The pedestal mount, however, will permit installation of the 155mm
guns in the exact positions now occupied by the 6-inch guns and will thereby
continue in use the bhombproof emplacements and magazines, the fire control
equipment and communications systems now provided for the 6~inch guns.

3. Coast Artillery Board reports and Ordnance Technical Committce items
indicate that development work on the 155mm Gun Pedestal Mount T12, for the
155mm Gun M1, is now essentially ecompleted., Production can probebly begzin at
an early date.

4. It is believed that, in the long run, provision of pedestal mounts
and continued use of existing facilities will prove to be far less expensive
and much more satisfactory than the establishment of hybrid delfenses, employing
the 155mm gun with the Hl platform.

HENRY C. #OLFE,
Brigedier General, USA,
Director, Planning Division, ASF.

T
E. G. COWEN,
Colonel, CAC,
Chief, Seacoast Defense Proj Br,
2 Incls: Planning Division, ASF.
n/c

Olt RECORD ONLY:

Basic is TS, no file number, 18 September 45, subject as above,
feference is made to for tecord unly on Comment, #2 by this office.
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