
.. ' · .. ·.~·.·· 
~o . the Leathetnecks\ jn > 

i,iz1f i~~i~ '~+¥•i'{ic, .. ... , 
the S'!"imillei's ,,;and judo u- ' 300 Tom of Steel .•..•. ,.tr •. '. ·:s ... ".·•.·.·.T .•... ·•.· '.·.,_i-6··.QpS( a,t' ·ner tha{ would 'have turned a blo&a 
·pert.sthey··were·c:rackedup to 'Rail' H>i 'G' .· ' ''F' ·-T~ ·.• ' barik'g,.reen ... withen ... vy •. ·.·. ·.·,.·,· ' · . ..·, <. . ,, .···· .. · .· ·. · ·. ,;.,•·.· uge, un .. ,.·.· .. · · · · orms w ~u Th. r· ·b · · h · · · 
.b~ ·a -stoutheatjed•Russian · · Fort Hancock preseilted ·· "Car· •.·.···\ .•. r11.·. J.·.1 .. 'e./a.·.tr.· .. • .. ·.··.·•.~.·.s.·•.· .•. ·.:.·.o.· •.f ..... i.··.o.· .. ·.···pe.r.··.·.itti.o .... •. n.· •. ,•·. · .. e ea.tttre ... out broug tJames 

$'FJ:!i~S1; . )!i:41C:!011 w!i:t~jzf!!i;~! ,.;'*bt"•,t .. "ni •• Jii; illt!i±1~ir!::,:~i 
:~t\~:;=~~ !: ,;;1w!;';~h!;".::~ •• ~:!',.I:":: ··"~·" ''""" ' J; ·•· < ·. :4'i!¥~"°'*~~:::·;r:.:;ir. '°\~fltf' ,,und w;, ,1oi>;c .• »$ 
:British Tommies who' exploded bur i,ed OtL the post . •. )2 .year~ ,a·gq,· .•...• W Ith . a. cast compose,d . partly;. P! of t942 'taxes: by those' soldiers and' •• both: boys f eelirig ·. each,, other! Ollt. 
theCmyth of Rommel'~· invinci-' · came back ,f1>r a·, post-mortem qµty pp era · ~tars . a~d partly of enlisted officerf·servirig outside 'the/United Tfi~: toµnd ended about even. .· > 
bility b;v·teeirig off. '0n:'a second in .'. the \V'.S:~ eff?rt/iiast weekend :~en f,r~m. thi,s Post; . ·~ capsule(!et.- Sfates/who•,·choose to< keep their /. 'I'he second r,ound produc~d niany 
· rate gang of. ,front runners_;, when it was sold at auction here for 1110.n gt Bizet s, operatic m1i,s,terp1ec.e federal finaticia:I , obligations ori ····•· suggesfions'frorn the crowd on how 
to a combintAf Allied Air force salvage/ The heavy .artiller(firJrig w·~s presented · · t!(L an enthusiastic, current basis,:,the ,War Deparfrnent to · speed'. things up but things re,. 
that is setting forth an aerial piece was sold . with 300, toils o.f• h?us~ ,, ,· ' ' ·, ' ' ' 1u1nounces, ) '."\' ' ,····' .· ',,' '· .. ·' mained slow. with the boys tying 
'"dow:nslaugh:t" in:irtiti best (or . '. ~teel. rail by 2nd L!. Cyi:us C. pr~ : It :was understood /that .. -funds ·: Through ;;the c6operation >of the each other _up.. . . . .. . , . . .. 
worst) Nazi cfrcles;i to ·>tl{e' mey, QMC, the entire salvage C<>n- r,aised, by the concert and the din- Bureau of ")nternal Revenue;, de- ' In .the fmaI round Mooney was 
countless number of,·. "litm~f!;;,, tribution : amounting to a,pprox,iin, ner preceding Jfiai:e i:ci: ,beJ1.$ed' by t~ils of the :progriuit are being ar- able to, get iri enough clean pqnbhes 
.grolinders". who. have stymied '• a.tely 300,tons of steel.'' •.•. ····' .' <; the Metr'c>poJitart Opera'Gtrild which t;mged 'asdo:,enable ally soldier,,,to · at !~mg, range to,.shaktYodden up 
the•best (or' worst) efforts of , ,Louis . Abrams, •.of ;Asbury· Park; is ·~polisqring :a pinnpaign to· prcl~ make a)ax retur1Fwheiever ... he,triay aoo' pile tip the points: to. win. 
a marauding fo~tothosewho dealer, Ill,' wh?lesale,··and refail yide:::·ffee 'tickets to .muSi<:-loving be stationed.' · ....... · ..... , ,, ·.' ', • , '' 1n .the opening bout; Cpl. 'Louis 
have fought and will continue scrap,. was the successful bidder on service men on deave In. New York. C · Iit Eitgland,·theJncome tax forms Sacchetti. too,k the decisfon over 
tct fight ,on ' these scattered ·, . th.e ra1hvay ri!le'. and"from a techs Mme; Eily . D)a11el sang the Jitie wm. be, pditted··; there from sample j\fal(Well .B~ilen; 4. B., .:at J16: w~ 
fronts so. that a"psiiudo paper~ . ?1caJ st~~~_po1,9,t he . was purp~!l~~ rol.e of Cartriert; which is Jier mclSt bla1;,ks .· forwa,~~.~d ,Jrthe request of ,The bpys fought hard ·.m the; first 
hanger.and•his .. cronies will mg ,the piece ·th~ secom;I .time. ,1n familiar .part at .the Met •.. ·Mme-~ irmy ,au.t}l<>P!t:s,··w:ho reported ro,und,yi,nd hffnors were. even;,}11 
ne.ve'r be per~itted io dictate 1930. when the rifle was obsoleted, Lida Albanese, by sheer artistry numerousmq~(pe~. 011;,!axrpaymertt .the ~econd,, h.lo,od was stre-al1]1ng 
THEIR kind of peace ;.;.... .. to Abrams purchased the. gu? for $.3, aitd brilliance of tone, built·· the- procedure;· In.?.N0:rth :Afr1ca;>the from, ~acche-tt1(sf~ce fro,m a,smac~~ 
these, for the most part, rtaine- ?Ut .was unabll: to haul , It out of secondary role ·', of Micaeia lnto a South.west Pap1f1c.,and, other areas ed no~e ·.and,' a C\lt _ high 011 /thcr 
'less biit not liimless heroes we its; grayey3:rd m the, ~and. CL~st n\usfoa! ,cameo Mme. Albanese rhere 1~:fiptip,g!f,cjliHe( a.re. inade-' ch:eki Despite this; .s~cchettjg~y:¢,, 
say.;;_YOURS ' was the ~ut- Friday du~mg t~e auction, ;h~ of: received . a tu1ri1.Htuous ovaHon 'in gu_at;e, '.1:t~ri:is;w,111 ~.e. m.ad,e QUf lin Ballen a. hard poundm~ throµgho11f 
standing performance of 1942." rered .a high~ bid or $~0.,9n th~ her second' act aria. .. . . .· . on.gin~!' ro,rms""obt~rne.9 from the and had ;the best or this round. 

\Veitpon. · .... Sm table .· :9}1\Pment 'IS , M: ;t ·.,,. ,, .. ,·· .· .·.. · ,.·· .. ·,· '. . ,· · •.. · . ''. •. . B Utra1.1 of Jnterr1_al R}yeriite .·. and Sacchetti cut, Bai)en up• in the . 
• • ··. * np)Y: ~V~Jlablt;,. for_ ha~lp°g;Jh~/g~~ Jjfri;:,~~;f~e;;,i{ty{a}:tl~~i~~; slJ<i~peq,:bY:fthe'.{)\rlllr.in/~mplf firial f?und( anth.artqed"'. hiiJI ,,an:. 

TIMES'HAVE CHAN<JEl}: Dur- o1.1t, ·. ····. " < ,. .. . . :,;,'./ / with authht.it ; . . .· ···. ·. ·. .,· ryumper t.o. c?YfffH r~91.1.ire111ents'. ot'.1er poundm?; Ba1len took every. 
fag the fir.st. World War; the Griirtd Charles J. ,Samuels & ,Sqns, ', or · ,: ·.·. • • > >y. > > ,' . . i l.Jnderthe)a\V; no 'me111ber of.the thing Sacchetti had Without waye:r~ 
Central Pa:la:ce irt New YQrk serveiil Brooklyn; . dealer ' in\ fer,rcnis ,and • SPhJ ?h1:1 I;Jarrolg,has .never a~~ armel'forces•.seryirig at sea or oiit- fog and at the bell both fighter~ 
as a hospital for the: wounded. To- non~ferrous metals; bid $tq.fo ppr peared !0 b~tt.er ad,yanta~e,' ;md his s!~~ th,~ coridfrental United States were covered with blood, most 'of 
day itls. an irtduCtion'·"ce'rtter: . i .••• ton on .the 300 tons of steel. rails, qo~ Jo~e, was sung with sur~ty has to flle an income. tax or make it, Bail en's... .. . . < 
In 19f7.:1s Mary Pickford and whj)e David WiHiams, representii1g 'Y;h!ch ~as,i prove.n by the. ~vatwn paymenL:uritil after hi.s, r'et11rn .to fo the second bout of the even~ · 
Douglas Fairbanks ,sold Liberty th;e M: K. Frank 'co., of New 1ork g'.v<:m\ his flower. Song:' aria. th.i~ COU!lt~~·,.:~!~is a:ls? itPBlies to ing the' Britifhers scored a v,ictory 
Bonds from. the back of a brewery City, 1'.on ai:id steel products fom, . :, Mr'. ya.lfredo Pattach1 sa.ng the, 1111ht,rr ·· ?t~1vd1an personnel who when Alf. Sfowart, uThe Fig~t.ini 
wagon along .Broadway. They had µnderb1d second. by on,ly two cents par~ of the Toreador, replacmg the are 1;1risoners ?f .wi;r. Parson," l 18 ]bs., stepped·. arou!1d 
to. shout .·to ... the cro· wds tlfr.o.·ugh ·c • ··· ..•. · · . · · ·, · · ·. . , ' indisposed. ,· .. Pvt. Har.ry · .· Fie.er .. who .--.: ';. ,, · .. · .. ·.. ... his oppone.11t.· Pvt. Jo.hn Sa .. vell·o·· t'"' .· · . . (ontmuedonPage·Three) ··h·.d·b· ··.····· ·d.h ........ ·. · · .. ,...... ..•·' · · · ,•·" 
crude megaphones.· Today. bonds .,. '·. a < ~en ;assigne •.• t e roleI .. ·Cpl. A · r . . ..... / • ····· •,,' punch out ,' ,' ~ ,, decision, . Stewart 
are soJdover the radio and-micro:: ~· Jo~eph Jos_enburg played the .role ,,' n siana Saga' ' ' ,, ' ,' showed plenty,orspeed aHthrough 
phone loug speakers..... Old Canadian Cii.stom.' .. ,' of. Zunrgg!· .. ··• .... ,', .·· ,,, ,, SOUTH PACffIC''.AREA.:.LCi;. ~he fight and kept Savello off.bat~ 

. ··'.· . ..· ... . · Pv.t. ·· · .. Lanm . ,Rus. sell · qanceci .. ,a r· ·t .. . "d ·r·· .· .. , .. · .. i .1 .. -.. , d . .· ·h: ·pg· ance .. Savello. fought. hard,. •but w. as 
'ii< ··* • ·.· ... · ·· ... · · s ··'h··f····d·., ... , ... ·.d·d····· .; · aes.pa1. or., . .an.1san ·m,.t e·', a- "bl.· . . . , 

' FT. ·BENNING;' GA.'- Offi;c¢rs pam~ 0 an an.go . m a . it~o.n to cifk in:a,,hti:rd ibaf airi drive'n b ·: una e <t.o ,match ,S'.ewarfs speed, 

'See
·m· ·s .th·e·r. e ·w· ·'a·s··.· a.··.c· e·r·t· a··1n .pv·t. ind ·noncoms.· of. the First. Can.a. dfart d1rectmg·.···· the ·s.1xteen Lola Bravo C . t .. ·c· h· ... I' ·'.·· .. ·'.'N. g , .... · .· .. ,, .dY and· could.·'1 t slow him down·. Dort.-' · · · , · D · · ... · · , ··B II · · ap ., · ar es.· .· 1ssen ,., stat10ne .. · · · . · . , . ·. ·· . 

Neidspondiavonic who called 'at a Parachute. Batta. I. io .. n ·s. er.Ved t·h·e· e. iJ, ance. rs,. a e. t. . . . . h ·• ···H· .· . ·· , • . "· ·ct.·.' .''. • . ... • · · • · ovan .~as. the ref.eree. .... . . . ·, . _. ...... M.'·F·
1
· .. <·F· .......... · · ere .. eswappe . .anattve chief I thth·d ·. p·· .. · .. 

certain camp post offite .. for his hsted men's mess on Christmas Jnd . ,, rs'., ··. orence ·. ~Ir was the . Nar- o.ut of. 'the island which OinCiuded .. n. · e '' tr', ~o, . vt .. John p~~: 
mail. · · . ··· .... · '~ew Year's Day .. It's anold Can~d- ratQ~, ,a11d .. the \ Gua.rdsmen> Band cocoanuLgroVes,. pa!mttrees, crys- ki,ns. scored a11, easy victory ov¢t 

"Anything .for NeidsporJdiavon- ian custom.Off1c~rs and nonc9ms ~ro}1~.ed .}'i!o~s1ng overture. ··. .. . ta! clear lagoonsLatjd nH(ve girls °.· ~- Rober.t Wood at.130 lbs: Per:-: 
ic ?'' .the private inquired. .. also wash~d. t~e, dishes. and attiind- . Col. J; •C. H~w, Post• qominander sunning themselves on the be'aches kms dro~ped Wood m . the !first •· 

The, mail clerk looked up. . ed to y.ther d~rty duties o.f KP. J~e ~nd, M!~.,:,):tiv.v, at!ended; as did Th.e island is a itiile ;w;i~e,a11d'tw~ .r~und with an uppercut, but the 
Canad.1~n_ troops are stationed,~~re CpL/}Dcl ~ts; Lucius ,R. Cltiment; mnes long.>The, cigarefs cost the high spot of the round, came wh~a· 
for ·tram.mg. ' and many other Post officials; · Captain J l cents. (C<)ntinued on l'age Thr~ · ,,, "What's the initial?}' 
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LET 'EM FALL WHERE 
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SEEMS TO l\'IE IIEAT~S,ON 

by Imogene 
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TOM SAWYER'S COUSIN SID GROWS UP 

Meet Lt. John J. Searle, 
· . Sandy Hook Foghorn 

U.S. A. • Cpl. FRANKLIN REILEY, Editor • 

Former 'Jackie' 
S~arle of Movies 
At Fort Monmouth 
· Youngest Instructor 
There; Enlisted Day 

'. After Pearl Harbor 
This article appeared in the 

Signal Corps Message, Fort 
Monmouth publication. We be
lieve it to be not without in
terest to the military personnel 
of this command, and with 
that thought in mind, we re
print it herewith. 

THE EDITOR. 

The fellow who, as a child actor, 
was universally hated by movie
going millions, is now the young
est instructor at Fort Monmouth
and a right popular guy at that. 
He is .Lt. John J. Searle, better 
known as Jackie Searle. 

You'll probably recall him as the 
sneaky, smirking, sissified mania's 
boy that he alway" played. And 
you'll probably recall a frustrated 
desire to sock him in the teeth or 
turn him o'ver your knee. But that 
was only for the movies; it wasn't 
the real Jackie Searle. He's a cap- .. 
able, congenial young lieutenant 
who hasn't let fame go to his head, 
nor disagreeable screen roles affect 
his po_pularity. · 

------------········· -···-·-. _....,...,._._ 
ONE1 OF THE TEN ~EST \ \ 

Editorial Staff 
Sgt. Clay Marsh, Cpl. H. R. Warke, PFC Jack Cortese, Cpl. John 

Lightcap PFC Leo Nathanson, Pvt. A. G. Andrian, Cpl. S. J. Soltes::, 
Pvt. Johh Beck, CpL Don Patterson, Pvt. William H. Barr, Cpl. Anthony 
De Michele. 

Art Staff 
Cpl. Frank Anslovar, Cpl. A. R. Stager, Pvt. Doug Ryan, Cpl. Wil~ 

liam Bartlett. 
Advisory Officers 

.Major Robert F. Spottswood, Capt. Geoffrey V. Azoy. 

Edited by the Special Service Office for the Officers and Men of Fort 
Hancock, N. J. Free distribution to the' garrison at Fort Hancock. 

Fort Hancock, N. J., Friday, January 22, 1943. 

NINETY TIMES AS HIGHA.S THE MOON 
Here is a story from London. Its lesson - well, we think 

you will get the idea. We suggest you read on: 
This is not a story of an air raid, but of something which took 

place inside an air raid. It was a moderately bad raid. A woman 
arrived in London by a late train, long after dark. The darkness 
was naturally relative: there were fires, tracer bullets, flares, and 
the rest of it. She could have sheltered h1 the tube, but she had a 
tic about sleeping in her bed. There was a lull in the raid, a some· 
thing enough like silence to be mistaken for it. She set out to walk 
home. Turning in'to one street, she saw that it had caught it earlier 
in .the night; there was a crashed house lying partly in the road. 
She was too tired to take a longer way round and went forward 
hoping to be allowed to .scramble past. Men had been digging and 

· they-had stopped. Just as she reached this, in those days very or
dinary place, a raid warden separated himself from the rubble and 

. said, .. "Can anyone here sing?" A moment of stupified silence. 
Someone said, "Nay,. I can't." But the question seemed to make 
the woman's presence, there respectable. She asked · "What do you 
want?" In a matter-of-fact voice the warden explained that a child 
was alive under the house, a little. girl, she did not seem to be 
hurt at all-at any rate when he asked she said No-and she was 
not frightened, but she kept on asking for someone to sing to her. 
The woman had no singing voice at all, oh not at all. But she had 
been used, she said, to sing to her son when he was a baby. ''That 
perhaps would do," the warden said. · · . Jackie, who was born in Ana

heim, California, 21 years ago, 
moved to Hollywood with his family 
when he was five. He did some 
movie work when he was a young
ster and really became known when 
he appeared with Jackie Coogan in . 
'.'Tom Sawyer," playing Sid, the 
:t:1amby-pamby brat cousin of Tom 
Sawyer, whose chief pleasure lay 

Humphrey Bogart and'Ingrid Bergman·ht. a scene from· "Casa0 

blanca," new Warner Uros. melodrama of North African town of 

"'Very well. where shall I go?" 

11
/ "Here. You.don't mind the chance of the rest of the wall coming 

down on you, I suppose?" ... 

:refugee escape. ~howing at Post Theatres, Jan. 24-25. ..,, 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS. 
i·n spoiling everyone else's. ) Today arette that satisfies at the YMCA 

at at 6:30 and 8 :30 p. m. That role typed him and. Jackie ·Regular Friday · night dance 
was assigned to "Snivelpuss" roles the Service Club.-; Admission 
thereafter. The unfavorable light ticket only. 8 p. m. 

by Double feature: "Seven Miles 
From Alcatraz" with Bonita Gran

L tt · ,, ville and James Craig and "Time to 
Mre ::~d Kill" with Lloyd Nolan and Heather 

ca,.st upon him by his pictures, how- Pepsi-Cola's "Living 

' Angel. Post Theatres. ever, did not affect him much per- made at the YMCA by 
sonally, He still attended public beginning at 6 :30 p. m. 
schools and mingled with the aver- "Re~nion in- France" _ story 0 { Wed~esday. 
age crowd h d . d . k. f N . Mrs. Werbe gives piano lessons 
· "Once i~ awhile" Lt Searle ad- t e u~ Jr}roun · wo:t~ngJs ° C azi- in the YMCA at 6 : . m. The Sing
mits ''I did have' to ;hip one or ofccdup1ep. h·1·rancDe-w1 d oaRn_.. _rawld- Song will follow_ at 7 p. m. 

, or , 1 1p orn, an egma C • p h YMCA 
two of the grammar school bullies Owen .. Post Theatre No. I (6:30 8 rafts ~tyd_at it e d. I at 
who thought they could pick on me. and 8 :30 p. m.). Post Theatre No. th ~· hm. d. ank icra smen ISP ay 
~J!.t •.. those affairs were negligible 2 (5 :30 and 7 :30 p. m.). . ~,1r an iwor ; . ,, 
and generally speaking I got along Andy Hardy s Double Life -
weii with everyone,; He was Saturday Judge Hardy and family go· on for-
elected president of· the senior Free movies at the YMCA -at .6 ever:- with Mickey Rooney, Lewis 
tlass in high school. and :8· p .. m. . .· Stone, and Fay Holden. Post Thea-

On the other hand, Lt. Searle con- "Dr. Gillespie's: New Assistant" tres. · 
siders his work in pictures a dis- -with Lioriel ·• Barrymore . as the Thursday 
tinct . asset. "Associating with good doctor . and Van Johnson as Sing;Song. in the lobby of the 
grownups, as I did during my· early the new assistant. Post Theatres. YMCA at 6:30 p. m. 
years," he says, "helped me grow Sunday Home. Game Night in the YMCA. 
up II lot. !aster th~n. inost fell?ws, Gospel and Sing-Song· l;n, the The ladies fro~ Westfield will be 
~nd l think the trammg I received• lobby of the YMCA at 6:30 p. m. partners at bridge and hostesses 
wa,.; instrumental in my . moving M ·. A · . t·. . H. t 8 for·cakes and coffee. 
:&.l 'di h'l . h , us1c. pprec1a ion . our a . "A d H , 
. or~ ~ap1 y w. 1 e m t e :1rm~. p. m. in the Y)\.CA. Program . of · . . n y . ardy s Double .. Life." 

Lt. ~..i.rle lasr. appeared m pie- Id' f' t -- ct• · t s Post ._Theatres. · . . wor s mes . recor mgs . cour e y 
W!'e$ i- years ago co-starrmg f N y k p bl' · L"b . · 
'll't't1tl . Jll>cltie Cooper in "Glamor O 

" ew or_ ,,u ic. 
1 

r!lr;Y. . Ir~=====~=======~ 
~-"' Af!erward he worked for the . Cas~blanca ·· - a ~tory ·· of ~n- . . I 
t.oekheed A;rcraft Corporation in ~1gue hm N;rthernl Afr.1;aB;...;.. with f;HUHCD .. · .. 
'i:"t;~· the L~.ays.:~~~: ;:~::e~a~~ P:uipI:I~J~{1re1:::t1a~~icRaj::ra~~ .. ;"CtiE __ ""ENll11.B''' ... 
b r · ·. · · Peter·. Lorre. . .Post Theatre :t{o .. l 

0 
• (6:30 and 8:30 p. m.). Postffhea

tre No;,2 (2, 5:30 and J:30'p. m.). 
Speak For Yourself Monday 

WE"'TOVER FIELD M -Th Sing· Song in the lobby· of the 
"'. ' ass. e YMCA at 6:30 p. m. · 

~b ~t de~ce.ndant of . Jo?n Dancing · classes conducted by 
~ Ul<d Priscilla of Pilgr1m Pvt Lanni Russell in the Service 
fath~, flAm<e i's lllOll'. a corpo:a~ in Club at 7 :30 p. m. • 
~ u. S. Army. He 1$ Cpl; Wilham Cpl.. John Harrold· coqducts It~ 
E. Al~, 48, veteran of six battles alian and French classes in the 
t\m:I. five campai~ns in the World S.:r:vice Club. Beginners at 7 
.War, who reenlisted on Sept. 2, p. m. Advanced students at 8 p.•m. 
J942. ,g; Java Club meeting ¢omes to. or~ 

der at 7 :30 p. m. iri the YMCA So
F AMED CANINE JOINS UP cial Hall. Speaker:;Lt. Colin R. 

MARCH FIELD Calif.-Rin Tin Macbeth of HMS Asb1.1ry, Chaplain 
Tin HI takes. aft;r his famous of the Royal Navy. Topic: The 
:father Owned and trained on the Royal Navy in America. 
post by Lee Duncan, the mighty "Casablanca." Post Theatres. 
canine is ready to do his part in Tuesday 
winning the war. Fre.e·movies·courtesy o:£.the cig-

PROTESTANT 
·' Episcopal Communion 
(YMCA)-8:30. 

l\forning Worship· 
Chapel)-10:30. 

Sunday · Scltool-2 :30. 

CATHOLIC 

(Post 

Mass 
9:30. 

(Post Chapel)......:.S:30, 

· Mass ··· (St. Mary's Chapel)-
10 :30. 

JEWISH 
Evening Service (Post Chap· 

el)-7:00. 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 
Consultation . and Service 

(Post Chapel) - 2:00, · 3:00 
(Saturday)~ 

It was a quite unwarranted supposition. The woman was thor
oughly alarmed. She lay down where she was told, on the rubble; 
to bring her mouth to the end of the way by which the child's 
voice had reached the Upper world. There is no other way to de
scribe it. Imagine yourself hearing a voice from ground you are 
crossing at night ..... ;The warden crouched down "You're all 
right, you're not hurting?" he said gently. The :reedy voice came 
up. "No." 

"What shall I sing?,. 
"Sing about the old woman," the child said. 
''There was an old woman who went up in a basket?" the woman 

said, "do you mean that one?" · · 
"Yes." The child sounded impatient that anyone could doubt 

she meant that old woman and no other. 
''They're going to try digging at the other side," the warden said,° 

"this here looks like coming down on her." 
"There was an old woman went up in a basket,, 
Ninety times as high as the moon, 
And where she was going I couldn't but ask it, 
For in her hand she carried a broom. 
Old woman, old woman, said I 
Whither, 0 whither, away so high? 
To sweep the cobwebs out of the sky 
And I shall come back again, by and by." . 

The raid had started again, but her voice, thin as it was, ·reached 
the child by a line shorter than the lines joining the German planes 
to the houses and streets of London. She sang it through once and 
stopped. She knew what the child would say. The child said it. 

"Again." · . 
It is one of the first words a child learns. Why? Perhaps it 

guesses that there are not enough new joys to go around She sarig 
it again. · 

"Again ... _,; 
She sang it three, four, five times. This time there was no an

swer. "Shall I sing something else?" No answer. She twisted round 
to speak to the warden. "I think she's dead." 

He was suddenly and bitterly angry. "Oh, no, she isn't. She'll 
have dropped off to sleep." .. .. . , 
..lh,was,daylight when the men diggfag were able to lower a doc

tor and another man into the cellar. The first thing to be brought 
back was a curious monster, formed of two womer. crushed to
gether and covered thickly with plaster. Then the dead child. The 
lower half of her little body had been crushed. How had she lived 
for four hours? The warden was angry again. 

"You're not going to tell me .... " he sputtered. 
Tell him what? That the night sky is less innocent than .it was 

in the days of old women in baskets, or that death is not death'! 
He bent stubbornly over the stretcher. It is impossible that a child 
lives in such circumstances or dies after demanding again and again 
so111ethiitg quite idiotic. But everything, the woman wanted to tell 
him, is impossible in an air raid. It is impossible that brave young 
men have to be trained to crush the bodies of children, it is im
possible that a song which served to put one child to bed serves 
just as well to put another one to die, it is impossible that a young 
girl has· just come out of that windowless house, tilting her hat 
over one eye, patting the back of her hair, _going off on high-heeled 
shoes to her day's work. Human nature is impossible. Once a long 
time ago we knew that. We have been forgetting it, and forgetting 
has not imJ!roved us much. 
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Then We Shall Hear Singing, etc. 




